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SERMON I. 

EZEKIEL ix. 4. 

Jind the Tj)rd /aid unto him^ Go through the 
muji of the city^ through the midjl of Je^ 
rufalem^ andfet a mark upon the foreheads 
of the men that figh^ and that cry^ for all 
the abominations that be done in the midjl 
thereof 

THE Apoftle Paul, having recited to 
the Chriftians at Corinth fome of 
thofe awful judgements which God 
had inflidled upon his ancient 
church for their rebellion and obftinacy^ 
fubjoins thefc' memorable words, i Cor. 
X, 1 1. " Now all thefe things happened 
*' unto them for enfamples, (or types^ as the 
*' word is rendered in the margin) ; and 
" they are written for our admonition, upon 
** whom the ends of the world arc come.'* 
The Bible, though it records the a<5lions 
of men, yet, properly fpeaking, i^ the hif^ 
Vot. II. B tory 
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tory of God, and contains an account of 
his proceedings with his creatures in a 
great variety of inftances ; that from thofe 
ac3:s of government, compared with what 
he pofitively declares concerning himfelf, 
we may be enabled to form the cleared 
and jufteft conceptions of his nature and 
will ; and may learn, with undoubted cer- 
tainty, what we have either to fear or to 
hope from him. 

God is always the fame ; ** with him 
" there is lio variablenefs, neither fhadow 
" of turning :" and therefore in his paft 
procedure, we fee the plan of his prefent 
and future adminiftration ; which brings the 
paffage 1 have been reading home to our- 
felves, and interefts us deeply in the matter 
it contains. 

In the preceding chapter, the prophet had 
got a full view of the abominations that 
were done in the midft of Jerufalem ; and 
here he gets a vifionary reprefentation of 
their punifhment. He beholds fix men ap- 
proaching the city, each of them armed with 
a deftroying weapon, who are exprefsly 
commanded to Jlay the inhabitants^ both old 

and 
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^nd youngs beginning at tht fanBuary. But 
before they proceed to execution, one di- 
ilinguifhed by his garb, being clothed with 
4incn^ and having a writer s inkhorn by his fide^ 
.receives the gracious commiffion recorded 
in my text, to feparate the precious from 
the vile, by Jetting a mark upon their foreheads^ 
that they might not be involved in the ruin 
of their fellow-citizens. 

Whether any fentence of wrath hath al- 
ready gone forth againft thefe finful land:8 
to which we belong, muft be to us an im- 
penetrable fecret : *' The heart of a king is 
*' unfearchable," faid Solomon ; much more 
is the heart of the King of kings. But 
furely it can never be unfeafbnable to lead 
your attention to a paflage of Scripture, 
where God« mercy to the penitent, and his 
peculiar concern for their fafety, are fet be- 
fore us in fo juft and ftriking a light. 

Godly forrow for abounding iniquity, is 
at all times a dutiful and becoming exercifej 
neverthelefs there are certain feafons when 
the call to it may be confidered as more loud 
and prefling. Some of thefe I fhall mention 
in t\iQ Jirji place. 

B z ^d^ondly^ 
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Secondly^ I fhall inquire, with as much 
tendernefs as regard to truth will permit, 
how the cafe ftands with refpedl to the 
time and place in which our lot is caft ; and 
if it fhall appear that ill-boding fympton^s 
of approaching danger are to be found 
anriong us in a very high degree, I fli^H en- 
deavour, in the 

Third place, To lay before you a few of 
the genuine fymptoms and proper effedls of 
the gracious temper I mean to recommend; 
— and then conclude the fubjedl with fonae 
practical improvement. 

Ftrji^ Ifitfliall be afked, When, or upon 
what occafions, the exercife of godly forrow 
for fin is in a peculiar i3aanner feafonable? 
I anfwer. 

When tranfgreflqrs ^re ^ ery numerous ; 
when the body of a people is corrupted, fo 
that, in the language of the Prophet Ifaiah, 
" the whole head is fick, and the whole heart 
*' is faint,'' then all who fear God are loudly 
called upon tojigh and to cry for the abomina^ 
tions that are done in the midfl of the land. 
If one Achan troubled the whole camp of 

Ifrael, 
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ifrael, what muft a multitude of linners do ? 
If the difciples of our Lord were exceeding 
furrowful when their Mailer told them that 
there was one traitor in their company, how 
afflidling muft it be to a true lover of God, 
to behold the wicked fo multiplied, that in 
companion of them, the godly are only a 
fmall remnant, a very *' little flcfck," ttat 
can fcarcely be difccrned ? 

The call becomes ftill more prefling, when 
tranlgreffors are not only numerous, but 
likewile bold and impudent; finning, as 
Ablalom did, " before all Ifrael, and in the 
" fight of the fun." This is a tatal prefage 
of approaching vengeance; for God will not 
always tolerate fuch infolent contempt of 
his authority. Judgement may be fufpend- 
ed, while vice fliulks in darknefs, as afliamed 
of the light ; but when it appears in broad 
day, when finners proclaim their fins as 
Sodom, and hide them not, then they may 
be faid *' to ftrengthen themfelves againft 
" the Almighty, and to run upon the thick 
" boiles of hife bucklers :'' and it is not to 
be fuppofed that luch infolent defiance- can 
long elcape without fome open and awful 

B 3 re- 
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rebuke. At fuch a time, then, mourning 
muft be peculiarly feafonable. 

Efpecially when iinners are not only^nu- 
merous and impudent, but likewife guijty 
of thofe grofler abominations which in for- 
mer ages have been followed with the moft 
tremendous judgements. It is true, indeed^ 
that " the wrath of God is revealed from 
^^ heaven againfl; all unrighteoufnefs and 
•* ungodlinefs of men ;" neverthelefs there 
are /ome particular inftances of ungodli- 
ilefs and unrighteoufnefs, which God hath 
marked out, and diftinguifhed from others, 
as the objeifls of his greateft abhorrence j 
and with refpe(5l to which he hath faid more 
explicitly, both in his word and by his pro- 
vidence, that he will not fuffer them to pafe 
tinpunifhed. I cannot pretend to give you 
a minute detail of thefe. Only, if you read 
the Scriptures, you will find, that profane 
fwearing, perjury, contempt of the Sabbath, 
theft, murder, and adultery,, are all of this 
kind. The Prophet Zechariah beheld a? 
flying roll of curfes, twenty cubits in length,? 
and ten in breadth, which had a commit 
{k>n to enter into the houfe of the thief, and 

int9 
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Jiito the houfe of him that fv^eareth faJfely 

by the name of God, there to remain till it " 

had utterly confutned it, with the timber 

thereof, anxi the ftones thereof, *' By fwear- 

" ing, and lying, and • killing," faith the 

Prophet Hofea, " by ftealing and commit^ 

*' ting adultery, they break our, and blood 

" toucheth blood. Therefore Ihall the land 

" mourn, and every one that dwelleth there- 

" in fhall languiih, with the beads of the 

** field, and with the fowls of heaven ; yea^ 

" the fifties of the fea alfo ftiall be taken 

" away/' And how highly God refents the 

profanation/ of his Sabbath, appears from 

the reproof and expoRulation- of good Ne- 

hemiahv which is recorded, Neh. xiii. 17, 18. 

^^ Then I contended with the nobles of 

" Judah, and laid unto them. What evil 

" thing is this that ye do, and profane the 

" Sabbath-day ? Did not your fathers thus, 

" and did not God bring dl this evil upon 

" us, and upon this city ? yet ye bring 

^ " more wrath upon Ifrael by profaning the 

" Sabbath." When therefore the feme fin^ 

are frequent and open among any people, 

B 4 that 
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that muft ftirely be a feafon for grief and 
lamentation. And ftill more, 

When the pcrfons that commit them arc 
refolute and incorrigible. " He that being 
" often reproved, hardeneth his neck, fhall 
*^ fuddenly be deftroyed, and that without 
" remedy.'' — " Becaufe I have purged thee/*^ 
faith God by the Prophet Ezekiel, ** and 
^^ rhou waft not purged, thou fhalt not be 
" purged from thy fikhinefs any more, till 
** I have caufed my fury to reft upon thee. 
" I the Lord hath fpoken it, it Ihall come ta 
** pafs, and I will do it ; I will not go back^ 
^^ neither will I fpare, neither will I repent;: 
*^ according to thy ways, and according to 
" thy doings, Ihall they judge thee, faith 
" the Lord God." When the wicked arc 
forewarned of their fiii and danger ; when, 
by the preaching of the word, their duty is 
plainly and faithfully fet before them j when 
they are exhorted by others, and rebuked 
by their own confci^nces ; when they are 
fmitten with ftjch rods as bear the mod 
legible fignature of their crimes ; or when, 
in a milder way, they are admoniftied 
and warned by the puniflxments inflidled 

upoQ: 
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upon others for the fame crimes; when, 
after all or any of thefe means employed to 
reclaim them, they ftill hold fad their ini- 
quities, and will not let them go : then 
fhould the godly lament and^ mourn^ and 
pray with redoubled earneftnefs for thofe 
miferable creatures, who have neither the 
ingenuity nor the wifdom to pray for them- 
felves. 

How far thefe caufes of grief and lamen- 
tation are to be found imong us, I might 
leave to the determination of thofe whofe 
" hearts are wife to difcern both time and 
"judgement:'' but! Ihould reckon myfelf 
unfaithful to God, and injurious to the 
fouls of men, if I did not hint a few ob- 
vious remarks relative to the time and 
place in which our lot is cad ; which was 
the 

Second thing prppofcd in the method. 

I fhall not compare our condition to 
that of Sodom, when ten righteous perfons 
were not to be found in it ; neither ihall I 
compare it to the Hate of the Jews, when 
God faid by the Prophet Jeremiah, " Run ye 

" to 
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^* to and fro through the ftreets of Jemfalctq j 
** and fee now, and know, and feek in the 
^* broad places thereof, if yc can find a man^ 
" if there be any that executeth judgement^ 
*^ that feeketh the truth ; arid I will pairdoii 
" it." Bleffed be God, this is not precifely 
the cafe with Us. There are not only fome^ 
but, I truft, a goodly number throughout 
the land, who fincerely love God, and feek 
his glory : but this I dare venture to affirm^ 
that they are few, Very few, when compared 
with the wicked ; and, which is ftill more 
aflBiidling, their numbers are daily dccreafingj 
while the oppofite intereft prevails, and 
Vifibly gains ground among all ranks and 
conditions of men; 

It is too apparent to be denied, that the 
Vices I mentioned under the former head^ 
intemperance, lewdnefs, the moft infolent 
abufe of the Chriftian Sabbath, lying, cur^ 
fing, and even perjury itfelf, are more or 
iefs pra^lifed in every corner of the land.— i 
Thefe, and many other enormities, are {6 
frequent and undifguifed, that no man who 
comes abroad int^ the world, can pretend 
to be ignorant that fuch abominations are 

done 
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done in the midft of us. I am far from fup-^ 
|)o{ing, that any of them were altogether 
tinknown in . former times ; though 1 an^ 
verily perfuaded, that all of them are now- 
become more itniverfal, and that Ibme of 
them are carried to a much greater height 
than ever they were in the day$ of our fa- 
thers. However, as they cannot be ftridlly 
accotmted the peculiar reproach of the pre- 
fent a'ge, I fhall remind you of fome other 
inftances of departure from God, which^ 
with greater and more evident propriety^ 
may be termed the dtjlinguifbtng chara^erlfiici 
of the times in which we live. 

I begin vfXxh Infidelity^ which df late hath 
fpread itfelf through all orders of men^ the 
loweft not excepted. This article of, charge 
needs no proof : for befides the raultituda^ 
of profefled infidels, who grafp at the cha^ 
radler as a title of honour, and even druggie 
beyond the bounds of moderation to obtaim 
it ; befides thefe, I fay, the growing difre- 
gard of the ordinances of reKgion, the total 
neglecfl and difufe of them by fome, and the 
hypocritical abufe, and formal incffedlual 
attendance upon them by others, are fatal 

proof* 
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proofs of the prevalence of infidelity ; and 
plainly fliow, that the generality evin of 
thofe who retain the, Chriftian name, do 
either in their heart rejedl the gofpel as falfe, 
or, which comes to the fame purpole, reckon 
it a matter of fmall importance whether the 
gofpel be true or not. 

Again, is there not a vifible contempt of 
the autboritv of God? If his laws contra- 
dict the humours of men, they refufe to 
be controlled by them ; and fay by their 
pradlice, *' Who is the Lord that we fhould 
" obey him ?" — " As for the word which 
** thou haft fpoken to us in the name of 
** the Lord, we will not hearken unto 
*' thee, but we will certainly do whatfo- 
** ever goeth forth out of our own mouth." 
This is fo notorious, that by many it is 
reputed a maxim of prudence, to give way 
to the prevailing humour of the times. 
3ome fins, fay they, have got luch coun- 
tenance, that it is dangerous to reprove 
theiin ; they nmll be winked at ; for were 
they to be roughly handled, they would 
either grow more headftrong and violent, 
or only be cxcaanged for other excefles, 

which 
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which might be ful|y as bad, or perhaps 
worfe, than themfelves. And though it 
betrays a difloyal, or at lead a cowardly 
fpirit, to be fwayed by fuch crooked ma- 
xims ; yet the currency they have got at 
fords a pregnant proof, that contempt of di* 
vine authority is another unhappy characfleri- 
ftic which diftinguifheth the prefent from 
former times. 

Further, we feem, in a great meafure, to 
have loft any proper fen fe of our dependence 
upon God^ " When his hand is lifted up, 
^ we do not fee.*' We forget him ia 
profperity; and in adverfity we look no 
higher than the creature. We truft for 
deliverance to the arm of fleih, but never 
think of turning to the Lord who fmiteth 
us. Nay, have there not been repeated at- 
tempts to prove, that a nation may profper, 
not only independent of God, but even, as 
it were, in defiance of him ? chat the public 
intereft is promoted by the vices of indivi- 
duals ? that utility is the meafure of virtue, 
the only ftandard for determining what is 
right or wrong ? I do not mention thofc 
Schemes from any apprehenfion that the 

argu- 
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arguments by which they are fupportcd 
:are formidable iu themfelves: but whe^- 
ther men believe the principles or not, it 
is a certain truth, that the general praAicc 
jdoth unhappily correfpond with them. One 
thing is obvious, that few confider a rc'^ 
^Formation of manners as any means of na- 
tional profperity ; whereas, had we a juft 
impreflion of our dependence upon God, 
itbat would readily occur to us, not only 
^8 one, but as the beft, nay the only ef- 
fectual means, for fecuring the fafety, and 
^advancing the real honour and intereft of 
jour country. 

To all thcfe I muft add the Luxury and 
Senfuality which have been -growing upon 
us for feveral years paft, and have now 
Ijpread theij: roots and branches fo wide, 
that they may truly be faid to fill the 
whole land. Pleafure is at length become 
a laborious ftudy ; and with many, I am 
afraid, it is their only lludy: for it leaves 
them no room to purfue any other* What 
fiew fcenes of amufement are daily in^i- 
^rented ? How artfully are they ranged, fo 
a3 to ftand clear of each other, without 

. ^ leaving 
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leaving any vacant fpace betwefen them ? 

It i§ trifling to plead, that they are npt 

criminal in their own nature, and may 

therefore be confiftent with the fervice of 

God: I muft call this a mean, difingcr 

nuous evafion, till they who plead it £haU 

be pleafed to inform us, what portions of 

time are left unoccupied, wherein they can 

find leifure to ferye God if they' y^ould* 

The truth is, the prefent lyftem of plea^f 

fure and falhionable politenefs, appears al>- 

folutely incompatible with, piety and de-^ 

votion ; an artful contrivance to banifh re»- ' 

flection altogether, and to put it out of 

the power of finf ul dying creatures to think 

of God and an eternal world. This un^ 

happy diftemper of the times in yrhich we 

live, doth at prefent carry in its face fome 

of the mod alarming fymptoms of danger^ 

Inftead of yielding to the mofi probable 

means of cure, it rather becomes naore 

ftubborn and infedlious. Might it not 

have been expeded, that the diftrefs which 

hath prevailed in our nation for fome 

months pad, would at lead have checked 

the growth of luxury? yet it feems tp 

have 
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have produced the very oppofite eflFedl *; 
Wtiile the poor are ftarving, while ^ many 
•who are willing to labour can find no cm- 
jdoyment^ and not a few have abandoned 
their native country to feek that fuflenance 
in foreign parts which they could not cam 
at home ; (lill is pleafure purfued with 
increafing ardour^ and no price is deem- 
ed extravagant that can purchafe an addition 
to it/ In fhort, men appear to be ftriving 
againft God with their eyes open, and to 
have ftudied the defign of his Providence 
on purpoie to defeat it ; for fuch an exadl 
plan of contradidlion difcovers art and con- 
trivance, and could hardly have been Hum- 
bled upon by mere accident. 

Judge then, upon the whole, whether 
there be not caufe more than fufficient, to 
Jigb and to cry for the abominations that arc 
done in the miaji of our land* It ftill re- 
mains, in thi^ 

Third 

* Preached In January I773f when, io the city of 
Edinburgh, dlftrefs and diffipation weie both in ^ ex- 
treme. 
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Third p\2LCc^ That I lay before you a fe# 
df the genuine fymptoms, and proper ef- 
fe6b| cf the gracious temper I ibean to re* 
commend. — ^And, 

i^. We can never be aflured, ithat our 
grief for the fins of others is pure, and of 
the right kind, unlefs our hearts be' duly 
affected with grief and forrow for ovO^ own 
tranigreflions. It is this that diftinguifh- 
<th the true mourners in Zion from cenfo- 
lious and ill-natured hypocrites, who are 
quick in difcerning the fmalleft mote in 
their brother's eye, while they pay no at- 
tention at all to the great beam in their 
<iwn. Godly fofrow is juft arid impar- 
tial ; it always begins at hbme, itid makes 
few Tifits abroad, till domeftie fins are 
fifft bewailed. Many, like the lapwing^ 
arfe continualiy fluttering about, and, with 
artful ^icreams, lament the vices of all 
around them, merely to draw off their at- 
tention from their own cage of unclean 
birds* Siich pretended mourners are hate- 
ful t& God J and every counterfeit tear be- 
comcis a drop of oil, which fhall only ferve to 
mflame the crerlafting burnings: whereas 
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die true mourner is more fevere againfl 
htmfelf than againfl any other perfon in 
the world, the vileft nqt excepted ; yea, he 
ne^er lees nor hears; of the wickednefs of 
others, but .ccmfcience immediately ftirs 
within/ him, ^d he is ready to fay with. 
Pharaoh « butler, r " I remember my own 
** fault this day." He confiders the word 
of men a^ exhibiting a true pidlure of his 
own natural condition; and humbly ac- 
knowledgeth, that it was God only who 
made him to differ, and that he hath no- 
thing but what he received from his bouur- 
tiful hand. , 

^fyj Our grief is of the right kind, whea 
it leads us to pray for tranfgreflbrs : and 
when it. hath Bpr this eflFedl, we have not 
only caufe to fufpedl, but may conclude^ 
without hefitation, that it is ipurioua and 
counterfeit. If, infteail .of the clo^t, it 
carry us abroad into company, to divulge 
our neighbours faults, under the pretext of 
bewailing them; in that cafe we may af- 
fure ourfelves,- that our hearts are flrangers 
to that godly forrow whereof my text fpeaks. 
The true mourner deiires, above all things^ 

.the 
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the reformation of- his brother ; and there- 
fore he goes diredlly to God himfelf, who 
hath the hearts of all men in hi^ hand, and 
can turn them as the rivers of water. He. 
lays the finner s cafe before .the compaflion-^ 
ate Saviour, not by way of complaint, but 
to move his pity, and to obtain his help. 
He uncovers the poor leper in the fight 6£ 
the Phyfician who can heal him ; . and at the 
fame time would be extremely, well pleaied^ 
that his loathfomenefs were hid from every 
other eye. True grief will rpjftrain us from 
fpeaking evil of our neighbour, or deteft- 
ing his fecret faults, except, in cafes of ab- 
Iblute neceffity, when the concealing them 
would either be hurtful to the innocent, of 
prejudicial to the public iutereft. Nay, it 
will be painful to us to hear of the mifcar- 
riages of our brethren ; and we £hall be very 
flow, to believe any reports to their difad- 
vantage, without- the ftrongeft and mod 
convincing evidence ; and after aU, we Ihall 
neither defpife nor hate them, far lefs ex- 
pofe them to the contempt and hatred of 
others : on the contrary, we fliall pity them^ 
and pray for them in fecret, commending 

C 2 their 
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their cafe to the God of love, before whorat 
all their fins are afready naked and open^ 
and eameftly implore his pardoning mercy 
and faflidlifying grace in their behalf, with 
the fame fervour and importunity that we 
aj(k thefe ineftimable bleffings for ourfelves. 

^dfyy Our gtief for the fins of others, if 
pure and genuine, will be accompanied witih 
proper endeavours to reclaiin them. Every 
true mourner will confider himfelf as " his 
•* brother's keeper,'* and will leave no means * 
tmattempted to prevent his ruin. He will 
not think it enough to plead with God for 
mercy to the finner ; he will likewife plead 
with the finner to have mercy upon himfelf* 
He will^;fet his guilt and danger before him 
in the mofl prudent and aflFe6ting manner 
he can; and though he meet with many 
fepulfes, hay, though his labour of love 
fhould be requited witb fcorn and hatred,. 
yet he will repeat his application again and 
again, and take hold of every favourable 
opportunity that prefeilfs itfelf ; remember- 
ing, that ** he who converteth a finner froioQi 
" the error of his wav, fhall fave a foul from; 
" death, and hide a multitude of fins," and . 

may 
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may look for more diftinguiflied honour in 
chat day, " when they that be wife, fhall 
" fhine as the brightnefs of the firmament ; 
** and they that turn many unto righteouC- 
^' nefs, as the ftars for ever and even" 
Once more, 

J^bly^ If we are in truth poflelTed of this 
gracious temper, if our grief for abounding 
iniquity flows from the pure fountain of 
Jove to God, and zeal for his glory, we fhall 
own his caufe in the moft perilous times, 
and reckon nothing too dear to be hazarded 
in his fervice. That faying of our Lord 
will be continually founding \xx our ears^ 
"*' He that is afhamed of me and of my 
** words, in this ajlulterous and perverle 
^ generation, of him alfo Ihall the Son pf 
" man be, afhamed, when he cometh in the 
glory of his Father with all the holy an- 
gels." Many » can weep in fecret for the 
fins of others, who have not the fortitude 
to appear againft them in public. But fuch 
perlbns would do well to confider, that nei- 
ther their tears nor their prayers can avail 
them any thing, fo long as they fold their 
hands hke the fluggard, and negledl the 
C 3 proper 
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proper means for obtaining what they afk. _ 
God pertnits, nay commandeth iis, to caft 
our care upon him ; but he giveth us no al- 
lowance to difpofe of our work in that way, 
—-We mull be doing in a humble depend- 
ence upon his grace ; and then we may both 
alk, and hope to obtain, his bleffing upon 
our endeavours. But if we pray, and fit 
flill ; if we lie howling upon our beds, when 
we fliould be abroad at our labour ; we of- 
fend God in ead of pleafiag him ; and can 
look Xox no other anfwer but ihis, ** Who 
** hath required theie things at your hand ?** 
—This, my brethren, is very necelTary to 
be attended to. There is hardly ^ny man 
who maintains the profeflion of religion, 
who will not readily acknowledge, that w^ 
iland in great need of a reformation ; yet 
where is the man to be found who feems 
heartily difpofed to contribute his afliftance ? 
•:— When God is caUing, " Who will ftand 
** up for me againft the evil doers ? Who 
*' will rife up for me againft the workers of 
f* iniquity ?" inftead of replying, with the 
l^rophet Ifaiah, " Lord, here am I, fend me,'* 
^e are rather inclined to fay, each one for 

himfclf, 
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timfelf, Lord, fuch another perfon is fitter 
for the work, ferid him ; but I pray thee 
have me excufed.^— I fhall be accounted k 
•zealot, faith one, if I engage in this fer- 
vice : I fliall offend my friends, faith ano- 
ther : A third pleads the doubtfulnefs of 
the event : A fovufth hath fome worldly gain 
or preferment in view, and therefore it is 
too early to appear for God ks yet; but he 
refolves, that after he hath got his aim in the 
lervice of the devil, then he will turn about, 
declare himfelf to be on the Lord's fide, and 
confefs him openly, when it can no longer 
hurt his fecular intereft* Thefe maxims, 
however oddly they may found, are in rea- 
lity the hinges upon which the bulk of no- 
minal Chriftians turn: by thefe defpicablc 
rules do they fquare their condudl, in a 
matter which of all others, is the mod 
weighty and interefting. Whereas the true 
mourner prefers the glory of God, and the 
intereft of his kingdom, to every thing elfe. 
He is not governed by the low and .flexible 
maxims of worldly policy ; he doth not con- 
sult with flefh and blood, but makes the 
will of God, and the di<5tates of confcience, 

C 4 the 
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the rule, and the poly rule^^ of his condudt^ 
He 4oth whatib&ver appears right to him 
in the meao time, and leaves the ifTue with 
God« He is neither difcouraged by the 
imaU nupiber of the godly, nor intimidated 
by the multitude of tranfgrefTors ; but in all 
jcaies, wh£trjp he hath a call, and opportunity 
to a(^, publicly avows the mafter whom h^ 
^ ferves ; »nd under the banner of his Al- 
mighty Saviour, he valiantly contends with 
earth and hell, being ai]iured of a trium^ 
phant vi(5tory at lafl:. If }iiis render him 
vile in the eyes of others, like David, he ig 
willing to become yet inpre. vile j and, with 
Mofcs, the man of God, he bravely prefers 
the reproach q{ Chrift to all the fading 
riches^ and honours, and ple^fures, of a 
prefent wnrld^ 

A ORE AT variety of ufes might be made 
of thisfubjedl ; but I fhall conclude with ad-^ 
drefiing a few words to three different clailes 
of hearers, which may be fuppofed to com^ 
prehend the whplp of this affembly. 

I fhall begin with thofe who think that 
labf ye is 09 great pasfc Jto complain of the 

world 
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^ATQrld at prefent; and cpnfecjuentljr^ tl^Mt 
the duty I have been repo^xunending is i^-- 
ther £o i;ieceirary, nor £b feaipnable, ^ H^ny 
others t:hat might I^vje bieen chofen« Jf jq^ 
are very yojjng, I partly: exqife yo]ij; bijUt if 
you are ^.dv^nced ijQi life, I ^m umible to d^- 
vife any colour of apology £or ypU|^ |mt xn^St 
lieceflarily charge you^ either with ^fLpa^^zwg 
inatteaciqn, or mor^ jam^zing per?ef f^i^& j 
fyj: it is notorious, di^t^ot the powf^ ^^3^ 
but even the form of g^lindk^ i$ W^gt ^ 
j[amentable decay, and l^h been fp fpr loany 
yearj^ p^ft: witqei^ the gci^ral aegled: of 
famiiy-woi:(hip, the grofs profan^tipo of 
the Qhriflian Sabbath, and fundry kinds oi 
immorality, which were fcarcely ki^own ia 
pur country half * ceptpry ago* Thefib ill- 
|3oding fymptoms m^kc it too evident, th»f, 
we are a degenerate and b^ckfliding peoiHe, 
who are faft filling up the naeafure qf our 
iniquity; and it is ^n additio;aal cauie of 
grief, that fo few among us obferve apd are 
affedled with it. 

I fh^U next fpeak to thoie who ma^Q 9. 
mock of fin, who are obftinate and hard^ 
heart^di and, inllead of l^xoenicing, glory 

in 
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in their wickednefs. You perhaps fuf- 

pe6l that I am going to addtefs you with 
iharpnefs and fevcrity ; but yon are really 
zniilakeiu . God knows that 1 pity you, 
and 'have no other aim but to make you 
pity yourfelves. — ^You have long been deaf 
to wan;ungs and reproofs :— O let the fwect 
voice of mercy at length prevail ! <jod 
hath fwom, that he taketh no pleafure in 
your death ; and tiiis is his call to you af- 
ter all your provocations. Turn yt^ turn 
ye^ why will ye die? Nay, he hath paved 
the way for your return to him with the 
blood of his own Son, " who fufiered, the 
" juft for the unjuft, that he might bring 

** the chief of finners to God." It is 

impoifible you can prevail againft him, or 
difappoint him of his glory : the weapons 
of your rebellion can only hurt yourfelves j 
arid ere long, the proudeft of his enemi^ 
^all bow down before him, and lick- the 
very daft* — Even you, my friends, muft 
cither bend to the fceptre of his grace, or 
be daftied in pieces with his rod of iron: 
thofe haughty looks fliall fhortly be hum« 
bled, either in mercy or in judgement; 

and 
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and if once his wrath begin to burn, there 
is no power that ihall be able to deliver 
you out of his hand. Why then will you 
reje6: his gracious counfel ? Why will yoii 
perifli when mercy is in your offer ? Why 
will you break the hearts of all that fear 
God, when, by your converfion, and flight 
into the true city of refuge, you might *af- 
ford caufe of great joy both in heaven and 

on earth ? For the Lord's fake, confider 

your ways, and be wife ; ** feek the Lord 
^^ while he may be f ound, call upon him 
** while he is near.** The great enemy of 
your fouls will probably luggeft to you, 
that if you comply with this exhortation, 
your old companions will mock and ridi- 
cule you, in proportion to your former ex- 
cefs in fin ; and this fnare, I am afraid, is too 
fatally fuccefsful with many. But let not 
any fuggeflion of this kind deter you from 
doing what you plainly fee to be your duty 
and your interefl. The godly, with whom 
you join yourfelves, will be far from up- 
braiding you with pafl offences j they will 
freely forgive all the injuries you have donfi 
to thejn, and teach you to magnify the 
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riches 9jF divine gr^e, which took hold of 
;^emfelves swhen ready to perifh, and ad- 
Y?wc^ them to be heirs of everlafting fal- 
vf^oa. ** Wherefore come out from among 
^> the wicked, and be ye feparate, faith the 
^ a)Lord, and touch not the unclean thing ; 
i* and I will receive you, and I will be a 
** father unto you, and ye fhaU be my 
^ ions and daughters, faith ^the Lord Al- 

I pow turn. with pleafure to the mourn- 
iprs in Zion, who are deeply affedled with 
ti^clr own iins, and with the fins of thofe 
ajaong whom they live. And I would fay 
fcx your encouragement, that this beco- 
jni^g temper affords undoubted evidence 
jof a work of grace upon your own hearts. 
Hereby it appears that you arc tiie chil- 
^^n of God, feeing the honour of your 
JbLcavenly Father is fo precious in your 
if^ftm. And know for your comfort, that 
pone of thefe filial tears can be loft : God 
]|^Uts them into his bottle, as the Pfalmift 
4Bxprefreth it j and whatever be the fate of 
|:hofe on whofe account they were ihed, 
ypiii ftmll at laft receive joy for mourning. 
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and garments of eVerliaffitig ptalftf fcr jotit 
prcfent fpirit of heat^iii^ris. Tliii hdly 
grief, as ypxlt learn from the cofltelt, iMf 
be a means of fectfting you agdnft' tem- 
poral judgements; ait iAy rattf, k ii^Wi 
Rreeteii Aem, and! ftdH' tindoubtfcdTy i>€ 
fhcceeded with ftdnefS of j6y at Ood^i 
righf harid. 

But you wifl remeiftbei*, tfiat grief for 
aboundibg iniquity, if ptlfe ai^d gfenuiiie, 
is always accofftpailied t<rith vigbfous en- 
deavours 4 to reclaim tranfgreflofs. This, 
then, my brethren, is what God demands 
and expedls from you. Let every one in 
his ftation contribute his aid for the fup- 
preflion of vice, and for promoting the in- 
tcrefts of pure and undefiled religion. * Let 
us join hand in hand in this neceflary 
work and labour of love. Fired with zeal 
for the glory of God, and fervent charity 
to the fouls of men, let us not only Jigb 
and crji for the abominations that are done in 
the midji of our land, but do all that we 
can to prevent the ruin of a finful na- 
tion* 

Hereby we fliall become public bleflings 

while 
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while we tive» and (hall at lad, . throxxgh 
the mercy of Gkxl in Chrifl, ha^ve an en-* 
trance miniftered unto ns into that better 
world, where all tears fhall be wiped 
away frooi our eyes, where the. inhabitants 
are alt€)gether unftained, and the joys al>- 
folntely perfect ; where, with one heart, 
and one voice, we ihall celebrate the prai- 
ies of Zion's King; — afcribing glory and 
honour, dominion and power, to him that 
fitteth ujpon the throne, and to the Lamb, 
for : ever and ev er« Amen. 
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ECCLESIASTBS viil. II, 

Becaufe fentence againft .an evil wori is not. 
executed ^edify.; tberefore\ the heart of 
the fons of men is, fully fet in them to do 
evil. ; , . ' 

•Tr^Hough God had not favoured us with* 
JL an explicit revelation- of his will, yet 
that abfolute ^perfedlion which reafon. 
muft attribute to the Supreme Being, 
would naturally lead us to conclude, that 
he cannot look upon fin without the great<- 
cft abhorrence'; and in confequence there- 
of, that his impartial juftice, and almighty, 
power, will not always fuffer that abo- 
minable thing which he hates, to pais 
unpunifhed. Accordingly we find, that 
the confcience of man, till a long habit of 
finning hath rendered it callous and in- 
feniiblc, gives a reludlant affcnt to the 
equity of fiich punifhment, by that an- 
guifih which it; raifeth in the finner's mind 

upon 
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upon the commiflion of any grofs anci 
heinous tranfgreffion. This made Judas to 
cry out after his vile treachery, " I have 
•' betrayed innocent blood.'* Nay, fo pow- 
erfully was his heart fmitten with a fenfe 
of the dcfinef it of his cr ime, that, defpairingf 
of pardon, he in a iSaaririer anticipated the 
ffehtcnce' of condferiination, and became the 
executioner of Divine juftice, by laying vio- 
lent hands upon himfelf. And the ApofUc. 
Paul teftifies tbt^ceftatig the Gentile world, 
tiiat even the/, 6^ thd light of naturei and 
tiie didates of uttaffifted reafon, ** kriew" 
•V the jucfgetnent* of (Sod j'* and liftiverfaily 
acl&noWledged, with i*efpedl^ to fnany aftaf 
ot atrocious ^ickedhefs, " that they who 
" committed fiich things Wer6 worthy^ of 
*M^th/' 

But the facf^d reCiirds have put this ftiat- 
ter beyond all uncertainty. There ••^ the 
"wrath of God is revealed from heavert 
" agairift all uhfighfeoufnefs and ungodli-' 
•* nefs of men :" and a curfe is denouiiped 
againft every one, without exception, " who" 
" coritinueth not in all things which ate 
" writtefa in the book of the law to do them.'* 
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So that a fentence is paiTed, and (lands in 
fdrce, againfl every evil work: and the 
words of Solomon, which I have chofen for 
the fubjedl of the following difcourfe, re- 
prefent to xi^^—on the one band^ the marvel- 
lous patience of God in fufpending the exe- 
cution of this righteous fentence ; — and, on 
the other band^ mens vile abufe of this uji- 
merited goodnefs. Inftead of being led to 
repentance, they grow bolder in fin j ^nd 

becaufe fentence againfl their evil works is 

not fpeedily executed, therefore their hear^ 

IS fully fet in them to do evil^ 

There is an awful emphafis in the la£t of 
«hefe expreffions : it denotes the extreme 
wickednefs that finner^ may arrive at ; not 
only to commit fin when afTaulted with 
violent temptations^ but to make" an habi- 
tual trade of it ; nay, to employ themfelves 
in it with delight. Their heart is fo fully 
fet in them to do ^vilj that all their faculties 
bend that way. Thus we read of fome 
** who drink iniquity lik^ water ;'* — ^^ who 
^* devife mifchief upon their beds, and fet 
** themfelves in a way that is not good ;" 
nay, who put themfelves to incredible pains, 

VojL. II. D ^d 
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and hard labour, as it were, that they may- 
exceed in wickednefs : " They weary them- 
" felves to commit iniquity ;" and. " fin as 
" with a cart-rope." 

It muft no doubt appear an incredible 
abufe of the divine goodnefs, to pervert that 
patience wluch fhould lead men to repent- 
knee, into an encouragement to fin more 
prefumptuoufly : yet fo it , hath been in 
times paft ; and there is too juft caufe to 
complain, that it continues to be fo ftill. 
Indeed, " when God's judgements are in the 
*' earth," the inhabit;ants thereof do fome^ 
times " learn righteoufnefs ;" at leaft, fo long 
as the rod lies heavy Upon them, they may 
refrain from thofe fins which they imagine 
have fubjedled them to it ; but no fooner is 
the rod laid afide, than they quickly relapfb 
into their former courfe of living, agree- 
ably to what the Prophet Ifaiah obferves, 
" Let favour be fhewed to the wicked, yet 
" will he not learn righteoufnefs : in the 
" land of uprightnefs will he deal unjuftly, 
" and will not behold the majefty of the 
" Lord." What is written, Luke xii. 45. is 
too juft a pidlure of the tcmpei* and practice 

of 
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of the bulk of mankind : " They fay in their 
" heart. The Lord delayeth his coming ; and 
•* theFcupon prefume to beat their fellow- 
^ lervants, and to eat, and drink, and to be 
** drunken:** yea, not the foolijh virgins 
only, but even the ivife^ are in danger of 
flumbering, vsrhile the bridegroom tarrieth,' 
as we read, Matth. xxv. c. 

There is an unhappy tendency in our 
naffire to forget God, The beft find enough' 
ado to overcome it ; but the wicked give 
full fcope to it ; and nothing but chaftife- 
ment, fevere and prefent chaftifement, will 
bring them the length even of a feigned 
fubmiflion to God. Hence the obfervation 
is drawn, that times of adverfity have al- 
ways been moft friendly to religion ; and 
they muft know little of the hiftory of the 
world in general, and of their own country 
in particular, who do not agree in this re- 
mark. National profperity is certainly moft 
defirable ; we regard it as a bleffing, we 
pray for the continuance of itj and it is 
our duty tp do fo : yet if we examine the 
annals of former times, and do not turn 
away our eyes from the real ftate of our 

P 2 own 
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own times, we fhall be obliged^ to acknow* 
ledge, that a calm is oftqn more hurtful 
|;han a ftprpa, both to the church ^nd peo- 
ple of God. True it is, that arts and fcience« 
floufifh, and a form of godlinefs m^y per-r 
haps prevail ; but alas ! the life and power 
of it decay apace ; vices formerly unknown 
ipring up lil;e weeds in too rank a foil j even 
the beft are apt to grow remifs and carelefs, 
wanton and fecure. 

What I apprehend to be moft neceflary 
upon this fubje6l, is, to inquire whence 
this unnatural abufe of the divine patience 
proceeds ; and to detedl fome of thofe falfc 
Keafonings by which finners derive cucout 
ragement to dp evil, from that very etercife - 
of gpodnefs which ought to produce the 
quite cpntrary effedl. 

Now the principal caufes of this abufe, 
or the fleps whereby finners arrive at the 
amazing pitch of wickednefs defcribed in 
my text, feem to be thefe following. 

The delay of punifhment gradually 
weakens thofe imprelHons of y^^r whereby 
the vinpra^ifed finner is always alarmed at 
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his entrance upon a wicked and flagitious 
fcourfe of life. No man becomes utterly 
J)rofligate at once : Confcietice will remoch' 
ftrate to the young tranfgreflbr ; and the 
ftruggle is oft-times Iharp and long before 
this deputy of the Supreme Judge can be 
wholly put to filehce. It were fuperfluous 
to prove what every man feels, or At leaft 
muft have felt, in fome period of his life. 
Depraved as We are, fins of "a grofler kind 
are always committed with fome reludlance 
at their firft commenciement, and followed 
with remorfe, and the dread of punifh- 
ment: but when, after repeated acfta of fin, 
the tranfgreflbr ftill finds hitnfelf fafe, thefc 
painful feelings abate by degrees ; the man 
waxeth bolder day after day ; and thus pro-* 
ceeds from evil to worfe, till, like Job's war- 
horfe, he at length " mocks at fear,**' and 
ruflicth headlong in his wicked cotitfe with- 
out any reftraint. This I take to be the lead- 
ing abufe of divine patience ; which paves 
the way to every fiibfequent ftep of depar- 
ture from God, till the finner arrive at the 
laft ftage of impiety, an heart fully fet in 
bitn to do evil. For as " the fear of God is 
D 3 «* thi 
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" the beghining of . wifdom}'' fo the want 
of this fear may, yfiih equal propriety, be 
ftyled the beginning of folly, or the intro- 
dndlion to a wicked and profligate life. 

Having got thus far, he proceeds to call 
in queftion the omntfcience of God, and to 
entertain fome hope, that his iniquities 
may pafe unobferved. Of fuch we read, 
Pf Ixiv. 5. " They encourage themfelves 
" in an evil matter ; they commune pf lay* 
" ing fnares privily ; they fay,. Who fhall 
"fee u§ ?"— And Pf. x. 1 1. " He hath faid 
"in his\heart, God hath forgotten: He 
" hide^Jbis face. He will never fee it.'' He 
begins to : think that. God taketh no notice 
of human aflPairs when vice pafleth long 
unpunifhed ; and thence he derives frefh 
courage^ and periifts in his career with grow- 
ing intrepidity. ,.^, . . 

At lengh he acquires the boldnefs to im- 
pugn the bolinefs of ,Cxod, and to form an 
idea of him that fuits the corrupt difpofition 
of his own heart. He endeavours to per- 
Ip^de himfelf, that the remorfe he ufed to 

feel- after the commiffion of fin, was purely 

• •• « • .J i. ■■ 

owing to the prejudice of education, and 

the 
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the influence of fome Harrow principles in- 
ftilled into his mind by his parents or tu- 
tors, before he was capable of judging for 
himfelf. 

This ftep to a total degeneracy is ftrong- 
ly marked, Pfalm 1. 21. where God faith, 
" Thefe things thou haft done, and I kept 
" filence: thou thoughtefl;,that I was alto- 
*' gether fuch a one as thyfelf." Becaufe 
God kept filence, and did not utter his an- 
ger in fpeedy vengeance, the finner thought 
that he was altogether fuch a one as him- 
felf ; that virtue and vice were fidlitious 
names, framed by credulous or defigning 
men ; that God made no difference between 
th^m, but was every whit as well pleafed 
widi the one as with the .9ther. ^Dread- 
ful abufe. of the divine patience ! and yet I 
am afraid it is too prevalent in our day : 
elfe whence thefe fecret whifperings among 
fome who pretend to think above the com- 
mon rate, that their conftitution inclines 
them to fuch and fuch gratifications ; which 
therefore cannot be criminal, feeing fhe 
Author of their being hath implanted thefe 
appetites iji their frame, and of confeqpsAce 
D 4 muft 
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mud be held as confenting to the indnlgcnce 
of them ? When punifhment is long fuC- 
pended, corruption too eafHy breeds fuch 
conceits' as thefe ; and nothing but the rod, 
a {harp and fandlified rod, will foffice to* 
6xpel them. Thus many interpret a merfr 
delay of punifhment as a certain token that 
their qondudt is approved of: and becaufc 
God is not like man, weak and impotent ta 
reftrain his anger, hence they impioufly 
tonclude, that he doth c^ertainly refemblc 
hita in another refpedt ; I almoft tremble 
to mention it, — that he is a loyer of impur- 
rtty ;— ^nay, the very patron and author of ^ 
fin; 

Frdm fuch premifes as thefe, the deter- 
mined finner, without much hefitation, will 
eagerly draw the fatal inference, that the 
adminiflration of the divine government 
ihall always continue as it appears to his. 
darkened mind at prefent j and that God 
doth neither mark iniq^uity now, nor will 
enter into judgement with finners for it af- 
terwards. We find the Pfalmift propofing 
aTJ^ueftion, P/. x. 13* " Wherefore doth the 
** wlcfcfed gontemn God ?'^ which he anfwers- 

thusjp 
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thus, ** He hatK faid in his heart, Thou 
" wilt not require it." One of the moft 
eminent faints tittder the old difpenfation, 
(as we learn from the 73d Pfalm),' was al- 
mod carried o£F his feet, upon obferving 
the profperity of the wicked, infoinuch that 
he put the queftion, •* How doth God i 
** know, and is there knowledge in the Moft 1 
** High ?" — Nay, he came the length to fay^ \ 
** Verily* I have dleanfed my heart in vain, 
** and wafhed my hands in innocence.'* 
And if holy men, whofe minds have been / 
enlightened by the Spirit of God, are thus | 
apt, for a feafon, to fufpedl the wifdom and I 
rightcoufnefs of his adminiftration, furely 1 
it is not to be wondered at, that wicked \ 
men, ** whofe hearts are hardened through | 
^ the deceitfulnefs of fin," Ihould be fo far i 
delilded by temporal profperity, as to dream 1 
that juftice fliall never awaken, and that 
fin fhall always pafs unpunilhed* 

By a progrefs of this kind do finners ar- 
jriv^ at the dreadful pitch of ^wickednefs 
fpoken of in my text. When they obferve^ 
that fentence againft an evil work is not fpee^ 
dily executed^ they draw fuch falfe conclu- 

fioD^ 
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fions from it as thofe I have mentioned, till 
at length every; rband that fhould reftrain 
them is broken afunder, ^nd their hearts h^-- 
comt Jullyfet in them to do evil. 
I Irom thi3 account of the matter, you 
/ wHl be. able ; to judge for yourfelves, how 
far you are advanced in the road to a total, 
I had almoft called it an irrecoverable, 
degeneracy. If • you have made a Jhift to 
filence confcience, or even to render it 
more unfeeling than formerly it hath been, 
you have taken one very wide and danger 
rous ftep. But as you love your own fouls, 
oh ! take not another. Beware of liften- 
ing to any objedlions againft the omnifci-- 
enccy the hoUnefs^ or thejujlipe of God : for 
if you do, in your prefent ftate of fpiritual 
deadnefs, your cafe is more hazardous than 
I am able to defcribe ; you. are not far fron> 
the defperate fituation of thofe whofe heart 
is fully fdt in them to do eviL '•■■'■. 

And now,, my dear friends, as it is an un^ 
deniable truth, that this a^bufe of the di- 
vine patience is too frequent in our day, 

let 
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let me beg your attention for a little, till I 
have fet before you the Jolly and bafenefs of 
fuch cpndu^, and ih^ fatal confequences with 
which it nxull nece0arily be attended. Con- 
fider, then, 

. I/?, That to grow bolder in fin, becauie 
you are not Jptcdily punifbed, is moft fooU 
ijb : for unlefs you have aflurance of a full 
indetmnity, and that Sentence againft your 
evil works fliall never: be executed, your 
conducSl: is obvioufly abfurd ^nd irrationals 
You have long efcaped through the patience 
and forbearance of God : but if you have 
the remoteft , fufpicioiv that judgement may 
one .day overtak;e you; nay, if you are 
not abfolutely certain, that it- neyer mail ; 
upon what principle of found reafon can 
you be eafy for one moment? You do not 
know, but that already you have com- 
mitted the laft a6l of wickednefs that God 
is to tolerate, and that the next tranfgref^ 
fion will bring down the fatal ftroke, and 
plunge you into remedilefs ruin. You live 
by a mere ac^ of grace ; your fate depends 
upon a reprieve, which the Sovereign may 
protradl or fhorten at his pleafure ; and 

how 
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how mad is it to prcfumc upon fo precari-^ 

ous a tenure? Or if you have conceived 

any hope of efcape, allow me to aflc you^ 
upon what ground is your hope built? It 
would need to be a ftrong foundation in-^ 
deed, that is to carry all the weight you 

are difpofed to lay upon it, Have you 

any promife or declaration on the part of 
God, or any didlate of unprejudiced reaibn, 
that faith you Ihall be fafe ? Produce yoixr 
fecurity that we may know it. If you have 
nothing more to fay, than that you hope td 
efcape, becaufe you wilh it, alas! this is 
nothing to the pUrpofe : for we r€;ad of fome 
fools who fay or wifh in their heart, there 
were no God ; and yet a God there is, who 
will prove a cwfuming fire to them.^ — You 
dare not fay, that fin never was punijfhed j 
for all hiftory, both facred and profane, 
would contradidl you ; and it were eafy to 
quote many examples of finncrs who have 
efcaped as long, perhaps longer, than you, 
and yet have been puniflied at laft : fb that^ 
unlefs you have fomething altogether pe-' 
culiar to yourfelves, fome fpecial indulgence 
which the world hath never yet beard of, 

your 
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your coodudl betrays the height of madneis^ 
a degree of phrenzy, which mo term of k^ 
proach can fully exprefs. 

^dfy^ It is no le& ba/i than fooliilu In* 
gratitude is univerfally Condemnsd^ and 
branded with infamy. We reckon it the 
mark of a bafe diiingenuous fpirit, to for- 
get favours received, or even to negledl 
making a proper return, when tlie obliged 
party hath it in his power to do it : but if 
one fhall injure his benefa(^or, and render 
evil for good, fuch a perfon muft become 
an object qf univerfal contempt and detefta^ 
tion, and none will be found fo hardy an 
to plead in his defence. And yet the abuie 
of divine patience, to which my text r^ 
fers, is a fpecies of bafeneis that exceeds 
ingratitude ; and indeed no word is to be. 
found in any language I know, that is of 
fufficient force to exprefs its malignity, or to 
convey aii adequate idea of its abominable 
nature. No man ever injured his benefao* 
tor hecau/t he was his benefadlor: interfe- 
ring interefts, or felfiih views, may caiife 
unequal returns for benefits conferred ; but 
in the cafe before vi^, there is fomething 

entirely 
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entirely different fron^ this. Sinners not 
only injure, or rather attempt to injure, 
their greateft benefatftor, the God in whom 
they live and move, by whofe power and 
goodnefs they are fupported evety mo- 
ment ; ^l)ut his goodnefs to them in times 
paft, and the hope of its continuance, are 
the very things that embolden them to of- 
fend him ; and *' becaufe fentence againft 
^* their evil works is not fpeedily executed, 
** therefore their heart is fully fet in tbem to 
" do eviir — Devils may be capable of this, 
but guilty of it they are not ; their forlorn 
condition hath put it beyond their reach; 
the immediate execution of the doom they 
had incurred, afforded them no opportu- 
nity of trampling upon the mercy of God ; 
fo that, with regard to the aS of fin, we 
plainly exceed them in this refpedl. O 
that men. could be brought to view their 
condu(5l in its true light, I am fure they 
would loach and abhor themfelves on ac- 

/ count of it. To burden God's patience ^^- 
caufeAt is great ; to load him with infiilts, 
becaufe^ out ot pity to us, he is flow in re- 

I fenting them ; to harden our hearts by that 

very 
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very- mercy which Ihould diflblve and foft- 
en them ; this is worfe than deviU/h ; there is 
fomethihg in this fo perverfe, lo monftrous, 
fb unnatural, that one would be tempted 
to fufpedl, thajL fome malicious flanderer of 
human nature had forged the accufation, 
were we not all confcious of the truth of it, 
and more or lefs convidled, of this horrid 
bafenefs by the teftimony of our own con- 
fciences. — -Thefe eonfiderations, me thinks, 
fhould be fufficient to deter us from bur- 
dening the patience of God any more. But 
I have further to add, in the 
, 3^/ place. That the confequences of this' 
abufe fhall, in the iflue, be moft fatal to 

the finner himfelf. You cannot defeat 

the purpofes of God, nor impair his glory 
in any degree ; the weapons of your rebel* 
iioif muft recoil upon yourfelves ; for God 
will be magnified in them that perifh, as 
Well as admired in thofe who are faved. 
As the juftice of his nature renders his mer- 
cy more wonderful, fo mercy abufed will 
make juftice to fhine forth with greater 
fplendour. Sinners muft ftand fpeechlefs 
before the judgement-feat, and fhall find 
* nothing 
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nothing to {dead in their own defence^ 
when the Jadge ihall fay to them, ^ Ye 
^ would not come unto me, that yon 
^ might have life*^' Long did I {land at 
the door and knock, loudly did I call 
upon you to turn and liye : but ye fet at 
nought all my couniel, and would have 
none of my reproof; therefore now eat 
the fruit of your own doings, and fill 
yourfelves with your own devices. Be- 
cauie when I called, ye refiifed; when I 
itretched out my hand, ye did not regard ; 
therefore do I laugh at your calamity, and 
mock when your fear cometh, and leave 
you to inherit that wrath which you trea- 
fured up for yourfelves, while mercy 
courted your acceptance, but did not pre- 
vaiL 

Thus far I have fpoken for the convic* 
tion and reproof of thqfe who have hither- 
to been abufing the divine patience in the 
manner defcribed in my text : and if fuch 
.tranlgreffi>rs flill remain unmoved, it is not 
becaufe the confiderations I have fuggefted 
want weight, but becaufe they want feeling. 
May the exa^ed Prince and Saviour, who 

alont 
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alone can give the fpirit and grace of re- 
pentance^ " open their eyes, and turn them 
' ** from darknefs to light, and from the 
** power of Satan unto God, that they may 
** receive forgivenefs of fins, and inheri- , 
** tance among them which are fandified 
" through faith that is in him.** 

Upon the whole, let each of us give 
unto God the glory of his patience, and 
acknowledge, with, humble gratitude, his 
fparing mercy towards himfelF in particu- 
lar.. O my friends ! with what multiplied 
provocations arc we all chargeable ? Let us 
pitch npon the moft innocent day of our 
life fince we came to the full exercife of 
reafbn, and fay, if we dare, that we are 
willing to have our final ftate determined 
by the behaviour of that one day, according 
to ,the meafure of legal juftice. Can con- 
icience remind us of nothing that needs for- 
givenefs or pardoning mercy ? Surely none 
of na will be fo hardy as to fay this : our 
own hearts dpj and mnfl condemn us : how 
guilty then muft we • appear in the fight of 
that' God who is greater than our heart, 
and knoweth all things ? Were we chargc- 

VoL. IT. E ' able 



( 



58 S E R M O N II. 

able with nothing worfe than omiiHons of 
duty, yet thefe alone might juftly have flop- 
ped the current of his beneficence, nay 
brought down his wrath upon fuch un- 
faithful and negligent fervants ; but wheii 
to thcfe we add our many fins of commiC- 
fion, our fins againfl knowledge, convic- 
tion, and reproof, how great is their a- 
mount? how heinous their demerit? — < — 
How aflorirfhing then is the patience of 
God ! —The faints in heaven are amazed at 
it J " the fouls of them that were flain for 
*' the teflimoiny which they held," who ait 
better acquainted with the nature of God, 
and the order of his government, than we 
can be, are reprefented in the book of the 
Revelations, ch. vi. ro. as exprefling the 
greatefl furprife at the flownefs of his 
wrath J. nay^ as being at a lofs to reconcile 
his patience with his holinefs and truth. 
" They cry with a loud voice, faying, How 
" long, O Lord, holy and true, dofl thou 
" not judge, and avenge our blood on them 
" that dwell on the earth ?" And it can be 
owing to nothing but the ^rofTeft infenfi-^ 
bility, if our hearts are not filled with a- 
} mazemetit 
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mazement at thofe treafures of mercy which \ 
have already been expended upon us, and \ 
the overflowings of that goodnefs by which ■ 
we are at this moment lupported and pre-» 
ftrved. How many of our companions j 
have long ago been fummoned away to re- ( 
ceiv'e their dodm ? yet we ftill live in the \ 
afihs of rnercy. flow often has death beeil 
pirefented to our view, and the lentence (in 
oiir own apprehenfibn) juft ready to be exe- 
cuted, €ul dowri this ' cumber er of the ground % 
when, lo ! mercy interpofed, and prevailed 
fork larther .refpite and trial? — What Ihall 
We fay then ? " He is God, and not man; 
** and therefore it is that we are not confu- 
^' med/' — b let our fouls, and all that is 
>?^ithin us, be ftirred up to blefs him, be- 
caufe he is good, dnd hath not executed 
Sentence againft our multiplied oflPences. 

Let convinced finners, in particular, take 
Encouragement from the patience and long- 
luffering of God. It is one of the deadly 
artifices of the adverfary, who continually 
•' goeth about feeking whom he may de- 
•* vour,'' to difcourage the newly-awakened 
foulj by whifpering, that the feafon of mercy 
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is pafl, that the door is fliut, and he is come 
too late. But be not diiinayed, you are on 
the way to the fountain of love and grace ; 
go on, and you Ihall find more than it is pof- 
fible for you to conceive.— You are going ta 
him, '^ who came to feek and to fave that 
^* which was loft j" — that good Shepherd 
who laid 'down his life for the Iheep^ hj 
whofe merit; and interceffipn you have bpea 
kept alive to this hoi^r; who invites the 
cjiief of Jfinners to come to. him :^and hath 
exprefsly faid, " Him jthat cometh,.to me^ 
" I will in'no wife c^ft out.'* — ^^He is. " the 
** Lamb ;pf God,'' meeknefs and gentlenefs 
itfelf. — " He will not break the bruifed reed, 
" nor quench the fmoking flax." Did he 
fpare you, while your heart was as hard as 
a ftone ? and will he deftroy you, when^. 
by the convincing influences of his own 
Spirit, it is fofcened, nay broken, with for- 
row ? — Impoflible I — -Go forward in;o his^ 
prefence ; caft yourfelf at his feet j implore 
his protedlign ; and as God liyeth, thy foul 
fhallbefafe. 

To conclude. The patience of God affords^ 
the ftrongeft confolation to thofe who are 

already 
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already reconciled to him through the great 
Mediator. He who waited fo long upon 
you, and at length gained your confent, will • 
moft afTuredly keep you, and perfedl his 
own work in your complete falvation. The 
mercy he is ftill exercil^ng towards enemies, 
teacheth his friends what they may lawfully - 
hope to receive. Great are your privileges ; 
but, at the fame time, great and manifold 
are your obligations. HathVniuch been for- 
given you? then you ought to love the 
more, and to fhow the truth and f|vour of CT 
your love, by an unreferved refpedl to all 
his commandments. /* Be followers of God, 
" as dear children." Remember that no- 
thing is more unfeemly, nothing more of^ 
fenfive, than the provocations of fons and 
of daughters. " See, then, ^that ye walk cir- 
^ cumfpedlly, not as fools, but as wife ;"—- 
and let the fame goodnefs which led you to 
repentance, be continually prefent to your 
minds, that un^er its fweet, but powerful in- 
fluence, you may bring forth in rich abun- 
dance, all thofe fruits of righteoufneft, which 
are by Jefus Chrift, . to the praife and glory 
of God. Amen. 
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2 Corinthians iv. 5. 

JVe preach not our/elves ^ but Cbrift Jefus the 
Lord; and ourfelv.es your fervantj^ fgr 
Jefus fake. 

T[X THEN God dcfcended upon Sinai to 
w T give laws to his ancient people Ifrael, 
the awful tokens of his prefence, the thun- 
derings and lightnings, the found of the 
trumpet, and the fmoking of the mountain, 
ftruck the whol? camp with fuch confterr 
nation and dread, that they were conftrain- 
ed to remove Aid fltand afar off. They 
could not bear the exceeding luftre of his 
glory, notwithftandin^ the tliick darknefs. 
with which it was veiled j and therefore ad- 
idrefled Mofes in thefe remarkable words: 
V Speak thou with us, and we will hear; 
*^ but let not God fpgak with us, left we die," 

iFrom 

* Preached at the introdu<aion of the Reverend Mr 
Charles Stuart to the Church of Cramond, thp SaU)atJj 
after his ordination, 1773. 
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from which authentic piece of facred hi- 
^ory, we may juftly conclude, that our na- 
ture is too weak, in its prefent ftate^ to 
fuftain an immediate intercourfe with th^ 
Deity : For which caufe, Go4, in great con-r 
defcenfion, is pleafed to Ipeak to us by men 
like ourfelves; that, on the one hand^ we 
may not want the benej&t of his inftrudlion ; 
and, on the other hand, that we may not be 
overpowered by the too dazzling iplendour 
and majefty of the Teacher. 

Under the old difpenfation, befides the 
dated minifters of religion, God, " at fun- 
" dry times," fent extraordinary meffengers 
on fpecial errands to the Jewifli church; 
fumifhing them with fuch cre4entials of 
their miffion, as were fufficient to convince 
that highly-favoured people, that they canjie 
from God ; and confequently,, that in every 
thing relative to their particular meflage 
fo attefted, they were bound to hearken 

to them as unto God himfelf. ^This wc 

have no warrant to look for under ^e goC- 
pel : The whole qounfel of Gqd, ib far a3 
it regards the children of men, is clearly re- 
vealed, and committed to writing, Nothing 
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is to be added to it, or taken from it ; nay, 
could it be fuppofed that an angel were to 
come from heaven, and publifh any thing 
that differed from, or even that was not al- 
ready expreffed in the Scripture-record, in- 
. (lead of our being obliged to give him ^ 
hearing, we are told, that he himfelf would 
♦' be accurfed" for ifo doing. 

Neverthelefs, that this complete and fi-- 
nifhed revelation might lack no advantage, 
and that all excufe might be taken away 
from thoffe who fhould either contemn or 
counteradl its didlates, pur Lord Jefus Chrift, 
" God manifefted in the flefh,'' the great 
^' Apoftle and High-Prieft of our profeflion," 
hath inftituted the ordinance of a gofjpel- 
miniftry, and committed to men the word 
of reconciliation, charging them to pro- 
claim, in the ears of their brethren, ** all the 
" words of this life,'* vrhich are already 
delivered in writing to the church; v^ith a 
fpecial promife, that in the faithful dif. 
charge of this important truft, " he will be 
^* with them always, even uiito the end of 
*f the world.'* And to add greater weight 
to their holy minifirations, he hath exprelC- 

17 
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ly declared, that the doc^lrines and precepts 
of his word, . 'which they publifti in his 
name, are to be received with the fame 
meekriefs and fubmiffioii as if they were 
fpoken immediately by his own blelled 
mouth: Luke X. 165 " He: that heareth you, 
" 'heareth me; and he that defpifeth you, 
•^ defpifeth me ; and he that defpifeth me, 
*^ defpifeth him that fent me." — I am fen- 
fible, that fom'e proud ambitious church- 
men have, " with great fwelling words of 
"vanity," magnified their office beyond 
what is meet ; laying claim to that kind of 
precedence which belongs to high rank, ox 
other worldly diflincStionSj^ which men have 
devifed for the benefit or embellifhment of 
civil fociety. But this is only a falfe blazon, 
^ that doth by no means fuit the minifterial 
character. *' Be not ye called Rabbi," faid 
the blefled Jefus ; " for one is your matter, 
" even Chrift, and all ye are brethren." — 
" Whofbever is great among you, ^et him 
" be your minifter*; even as the Son of 
" man came hot to be miniftered unto, but 
•*' to ihiniltcr, and to give his life a ranfom 
*^ for many." Tour true dignity confifts 

in 
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in your ufefulnefs : and he that (loops lowr 
eft for the good of others, is higheft in my, 
cfteem. Worldly pomp doth pnly tamifl^ 
the glory of my fervants, as it cannot con- 
fift with thofe felf-denying duties which bcr 
long to their employment: Do you reckon 
yourfelves moft honoured, not wheij mea 
give you title and place, but when they 
hearken to the inftru€lions you receive from 
me, and embrace the faving meffage witli 

which I have entrufted you. This, tho* 

in words fomewhat diflferent, is, in my ap^ 
prehenfion, a genuine and fummary account 
of what our Saviour taught the firft mini- 
fters of his church, with regard to the na- 
ture and end of their office. iVnd the lan- 
guage of Paul, in the pafTage before us, i? 
obvioufly formed upon this original confti- 
tution : We preach not our/elves^ but Chrift yf^ 
fus the Lord^ and ourfelves yourfervants^ for 
ye/us fake. 

From an example of fuch unqueftionable 
authority, we may juftly, and without hefi- 
tation, conclude, that to preach Chrift yefus 
the Lordy is the diftinguifhing charadleriftic 
and proper employment of a gofpel-minir 

iler. 
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^er. And this is the obfervatiqn which I 
propofe to illuftrate in the following dif- 
courfe. ' . 

It may be affirmed with truth, that fome- 
thing concerning Chrift hath been the 
principal fubjecS^ T)f eyery revelation thap 
came from God, downward from the ori- 
ginal promife made to our firft parents, that 
the feed of the liQoman Ihpuld bruife the bpad 
of the ferpent. The Apoftle Jude informs .U5, 
that " Enoch, ' the feventh froija Ad^m, 
** prophefied of thcfp things, faying. Behold, 
^* the Lord cpmeth with ten thoufands of his 
" faints, to execute judgement upon all.'^ 
Mofes fpake of him when he faid unto the 
fathers, ** A prophet ihall the Lord your 
"God raife up unto you, of your brethren, 
" like unto me j him fliall ye hear in all 
** things whatfbeyer he Ihall fay unto you." 
— All the extraordinary meffengers under 
the old difpenfation, were raifed up by God 
for this very purpofe, to foretel the coming 
of the promifed Meffiah, and, by the doc- 
trine of repentance, gradually to prepare the 
world to receive him. The words of Peter 
tp Cornelius are clear and ftrong upon thi? 

head, 
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head, A£ls x. 43. " To him give* all the 
" prophets witnefs, that through his name, 
*' whofoever believeth* in him, fhall receive 
" remiflion of fins.'* This, he tells us, 
was the fubjedl of their own moft delight- 
ful inquiry : i Pet. i. 10. " Of this falvatioh 
*^ the prophets have inquired, and fearched 
** diligently, who prophefied of the grace 
^^ tixat fhould come unto you: fearching 
" what, or what manner of time, the fpirit 
*' of Chrift which was in them did'fignify, 
•• when it tellified beforehand the fufferings 
" of Chrift, and the glory that fliould fol- 
« low.*' 

And if Chrifl: was an objedl of fuch im- 
portance to thofe who lived before his ma- 
nifeftation in the flelh, it cannot furprife 
^is to* find, that they who could teftify that 
he wasy come^ and had finifhed the work 
that was given him to do, fhould in all 
their writings and difcourfes dwell upon 
him as their conftant and moft delightful 
theme. — ^The author of this epiftle informs 
the Corinthians, that •^ he determined not 
" to know any thing among them, but 
" Jefiis Chrift, and him crucified." And 

elfewhere, 
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elfe where, he iaith, that,,*' he eovmi;ed all 
things but lofs for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Jefus Ghrift his Lord.** 
This was that " chofen veflel/' whom the 
Lord cqnyerted in a miraculous way, and 
fent forth to bear his name before the 
Gentiles, and kings, and children of Is- 
rael; and his zeal and fidelity in executing 
his truft, appear evidently from hia wri- 
tings. He made Chrift the foundation of 
all his fermons, as^^e read i Cor. iii« 10, 11. 
*' I have laid the foundation, and another 
*' buildeth thereon. But let every one take 
** heed how he buildeth. For other foun- 
** dation can no man lay than that which 
*' is laid, which is Jefus Chrift;^ intima- 
ting, in the ftrongeft manner^ that all 
preaching which doth not refer to Chrift, 
and lead to him, is like building a caftle 
upon the loofe fand, which may pleafe the 
fancy for a little, but as it wants a foun- 
dation^ will foon tumble down, to the 
equal difgrace and hurt of the builder. 
And as Chrift was the foundation, fo was 
he likewife the end of his preaching; and 
not of his only, but of all his brethren in 

the 
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th6 apoftlefhip, and fellow-labourers in the 
ihiniftry ; as is fully exprefled in the text : 
We pr&acb not oinfdvds^ but Cbfift Jefus'tbc 
Lordy and ourfelves your fervants^ for ye/us 
Jake. * We feek ndt to advance our own 
credit and intereft ; bur fole aim is to ren-^ 
d^r ye/us great and aimiable in your efteem : 
arid we defire to be confidered in no other 
light, than zi your -^rmm^tvs or fervahts Jbr 
ye/us fake. 

But what are we 'Ifo underfland by 
priacUng Ghtlfl f This queftioh I Ihall en- 
deavour to anfwer in the firft place ;^-after 
which I fhall fliow, that this is the' prt)- 
per employment and diftinguifhing charac- 
reriftic of a gofpel-minifter J — and then con* 
elude the fubjedl with fome pradlical im- 
provement. 

I begin with anfwering the qiieftion, What 
are tve to underfland by preaching Cbrift 
ycfus tbe Lord? 

iji^ It plainly iniports, that we make 
dhrift the principal, fubjedl of our fer- 
mons. 

It is by ho iHeans fufficient that we 

fpeak 
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Q^^ak of him oiccaiionally ; we ought of 
fet purpofe to unfold the fcripture xioc- 
trines Concerning him, that men niay be 
acquaiiited both with --his peribn and un- 
dertakii%, and have dear and enlarged 
views of that glorioud- Deliverer, to whom 
they are indebted for aH that they poflef^ 
in a prefent world, and 'for all they hope 
to enjoy i& the nelt. In particular, we 
ough€ frequently to remind our hearers, 
that he who came to feek and to fave Idft 
finners of mankind, is ** the beloved and 
** only begotten fon of God," — " the bright-^ 
^ nefs of the Father's glory^ and the exprefs 
*^ image of his perfon;" — ^''that Word which 
** in the beginning wa4 with God, and w^ 
*^ God, by whom all things were made,* 
** and wit^iout whom was not any thing 
** made that is made :" That in ordef to 
pfurchafe redemption for us, he conde-* 
icended to become the Son of man ; or, in 
the emphatical language of the Holy Spirit, 
that " the Word was made fiefh," and aC- 
fumed our nature into a perfonal union 
with his own divinity : That this incarnate 
Word, or God manifefted in the flelh, 

after 
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after he had publifbed.a moft j^Ure and pef-*. 
£&^ law^ and exhibited[ .ajj- eo^amph of; equal 
and^as-^ abfolute perfe6lio% at length laid 
dx>wn his life as, a ttuo and proper facrific?^ 
to fatisfy the juftic^ o£ God, and to e^piata 
the gpilt of an elejft , world : That having^ 
thus made bis foul an offering fcr Jirij he fpon. 
affej triump^ied ove??r deaih, and hiin that 
Ii^d tl^ power of death, by rifing frooGt 
tlie^^rave,. and afeending to his Father'^, 
right hand, where he now fitteth as ^ a. 
prieft : upon his throne, interceding for hia 
people, and difpenfing thofe gifts ' which- 
he purchafed with his blo9d j from whence 
he Ihall come again in the chara^er of 
judge taking vengeance upon th^m that 
obey not his gofpel, " to be glorified and 
" admired in thofe that believe,'' and to 
complete the confolation and joy of his- 
fiiints. Thefe important truths ought to 
be fully explained . and repeatedly infilled 
upon: " For this is life eternal, to know 
"the only true God, and Jefus Chrift, 
" whom he hath fent.'* The natures and 
offices of our great Redeemer, the glory of. . 
his Godhead, the merit of his blood, and 

the 
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the efficacy of his Spirit ; the conftitution 
of that covenant whereof he is mediator,* 
with ail the promifes thereof, which are ex- 
ceeding grejfit and precious ; and efpecially 
the way or manner in which guilty pollu- 
ted -creatures are vitally united to this all- 
liifficient Saviour, who, " of God, is made 
** unto them, wifdom, and righteoufnefs, and 
** fandlification, and redemption :" Thefe, 
and other dodlrines connedled with them, 
are as neceffary to the fouls of men, nay in- 
finitely more fo, than food is to their bo- 
dies. Other things perhaps are delirable 
to be knowh ; but thefe mufl be known, or 
people are undone for ever : and therefore 
none can be faid to preach Cbriji who over- 
look thefe important, thefe effential truths, 
or treat them in a carelefs fuperficial inan- 
xier. 

idlyy To preach Chriji Jefus the Lord^ is 
to handle every other fubjedl of difcourfe 
in fiich a way as to keep Ghrift continu- 
ally in the eye of our hearers. — ^We muft^ 
acknowledge him as the author ot the 
\ truths we deliver, and improve them fo 
as to lead men to him* It is not fufficicnt 

Vol, II. . F ^th^t 
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that we publifh the laws of Chrift, ualcft 
we publifh them as his laws, and prds 
obedience to them by tfaofe motives and 
arguments which are peculiar to his gofpd^ 
In recommending the great duties of mora*- 
lity, we fheuld rejn^fent them as the ge- 
nuine effedb and proper evidences of £uth 
in Chrift^ and love to God ; directing our 
hearers at the fame time to the Spirit of 
Ghrift for affiflance, and to his merit for 
the acceptance of all their iervices^ and, afr- 
ter all, we fhouJd remind them, that aa 
they are at beft " unprofitable fervants,^ 
inftead of depending upon any thing done 
by them, as the ground of their juftification, 
in whole or in part, they muft renounce 
all confidence in the flefh, and feck to be 
found in Chrift alone ; " not having their 
*' own righteoufnefs, but that which iy 
** through the faith of Chrift, even the righr 
^' teoufnefs which is of God by faith." 

Thefe are not trivial circumXlanccs, ag, 
fome reprefent them to be : on the contrary, 
they are eflential to the right preaching 
of Chrift J and if they be omitted, I can* 
eafily conceive it poflible for a minifteor 
,to preach all his life long upon the moral 

precepts 
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jprecepts of Ghriftianity, without ahy othdr 
eflfeft, than to lead his people away from 
^he Saviour, and to carry them h6od-winfc- 
^ into everlafting perdition. The apteftles 
of our Lord, and they furfely arc the beft 
afid moft approved patterns for our imita^ 
tiori, introduced, iipoii all occafione, the pe- 
,<iuliar doctrines of Ghriftianity, both into 
llieir difcourfes arid epiffliis ^ ahd nevef' fail- 
ed to pfefs the duties they enjoined by thoie 
i^egslrdS which are due to Chrift himfelf. 
Thus, humility and felf-denial are recom- 
rtienfded by the lowlinefs and patience of 
Chrift: Chaftity is enforced by this corifi- 
deration, " that our bodies are the men>- 
** bers of Chrift, and the -temples of his 
*• Spirit." • We are exhorted to abound iii 
:Aliftis-deeds, " becaufe Chrift fof our fakes 
** became poor," ^Jid in teftimoay of our 
thankfuliiefs to God ^' for hi^ unfpeakable 
^ gift." Hulbands are charged to love 
their wives, " as Chrift loved his church :'* 
^tid fervants are -commanded to be faithful 
and diligent, " that they may adorn the 
*' dodlrine of God their Saviour." In fhort, 
-Chrift is' fo deeply engraved upon every 

F 2 moral 
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moral precept ia the New-Teftament wri- 
tings, that we mull read his name uppn 
pvery duty ; nay, we cani^ot efface his name;, 
without d^baiing, or rather vitiating, the 
duty itielf, and cafting away the moll power- 
ful inducement to the practice of it. I there- 
fore faid, that to preach CJbrj/i^ is not only 
to pubUfh what the Scriptures f^y concerur 
ing him, but like wife to handle every ci- 
ther fubjedl pf difcoiirfe in fuch a planner, 
as to keep Chriit continually in the eye pf 
our heareys ; an4 they whofe fchemes of re- 
ligion do not admit of this, may be ^ff^red, 
without any further examination, that their 
fchemes di^er widely from the gofpel erf 
Chrift. 

3^5^, To preack Cbrifi "J^fuJi the Lord^ is 
to make the advancement pf his kingdom, 
and the falvation of men, the fole aim of 
our preaching. We muft uot. feek our own 
glory, but the glory of him who fent us. 
If we ferve ourfelyes, we mufl: reward ourr 
lelves as we can. Such only can look for 
the approbation of Chrift, who make the 
honour of his name, and the happinefs of 
mankind, the ultimate end of all their mi- 

niftrations. 
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niftrations. They that ufurp the facri^ of- 
fice from interefted views, or merely to 
gain a fubfiflence in a prefent world, will 
find in the iffue,- thkt they have turned the 
beft and inoft falntary employment into a 
very bad trade^^ and only intitled them- 
Jelveis to more and hfeaViet ftripes when the 
thifef Shepherd fhall appear; " We are atn- 
« baffadors for Chrift," faith bur Apbftle, 
at thef 2och verfe df the following chapter, 
" as though God did befeech you by iis, 
" we pray you in Chrift's ftead, be ye rccon* 
" died to G6d.^\ This is our proper bufi- 
nefs,' the erraild tipon^ which we are Tent. 
The glory of God, ahd the falvation of 
men, are the great and good ends df the 
paftoral. office V and hfc who lofeth fight of 
thefe, or pffopofeth any ferid -that is different 
from them; tiKly acquh-e the reputitioh of a 
learned, an iiig^niou^, dr an (eloquenii ora- 
tori but cannot be fty led a priacher-of Cbrifl. 
— ^This will further appear from the 

Second thing- prOpoied: which was to 
fliow, That preaching Chriji is the proper ' 
F 3 bufinefs, 
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hikimc&f and the di(finguifhing charadterif^ 
tic, of a gofpel-minifter. 

Can any thing be more reafonable, than^ 
that they who profefe to derive their autho- 
rity from Chrifl, Ihould make him the prin- 
cipal fubjedl of their fermons, and recom- 
mend him to the efteem and love of their 
hearers ? And, on the oth^r hand, can any 
thing be i^qre unrcafonabk, can. any thing 
be fnore unjuft, than to afTume the ch^;- 
racSler of his meffengers, while they feldom 
or flever mention his name ; or fpeak of him 
in.Aich a way, as rather tends to breed cqn-^ 
tempt pf him, than to render him precious 
to the fouls of rnen ? But. what I would 
chiefly obferve is, that preofhing Chrijl Jcfm 
the Liord^ is the grea? means which Gad 
hat}^ appojntjed for the coQveyfion and £baal 
4»lv;%f ij^iji, iftf fii^pex^ : and therefore it is noi: 
only highly reafonable, but abfolutely ne- 
eeflary ; and they are cruel to men, as weft 
as unfaithful to God, who dp not make con- 
fcience of this important duty. Ledlures 
upon morality may be of ufe to reftrain 
men from fcandalous fins, but it is the go- 
fpel alon^ that can fave a finner. A preacher, 

by. 
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by difcourfing well upon the duties that 
helong to fclf-government and righteoufnefs^ 
xnay corfe^ many outward difbrders in the 
life, and produce fuch a change in the heart 
itfelf, as to convert thofe into men^ who for- 
- tnedy were depraved to fiich a degree, that 
^^ they differed very little from the brutes that 
perifh. But after they become men, th6 
greateff change dodi dill remain : thofe men 
mud, be converted into faints ; they muft 
be changed into the divine image; their 
very nature muil be renewed, before they 
can be meet for the enjoyment of. God : 
^ Except a man be born agaid, he cannot 
** enter into the kingdom of heaven ;" and 
it is the gofpel alone .which the Spirit ren- 
liers powerful for producing this effect. 
Morality grows out of faith in Chrift, as the 
branches grow from the (luck. This, and 
dus only, is the principle of that bolinefs, 
^thout which no man {hall /ee God« 
Whofbcver, therefore, would preach mora- 
lity with any hope of fuccefs, muft begin 
here,, and lay the foundation of it in ihat 
£aith which purifieth the hea^t, and worketh 
by love ; otherwife his fermons may fupply 
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fuel to pride and vain-glory, but fhall never 
be the means of faving one foul. In vain 
do we attempt to improve the fruit, till the 
tree be made good. Let finners be firft 
ingrafted into Chrift, and then works of 
righteoufnefs will follow in courfc; as our 
bleffed Lord hath taught us, John xv. 4, j^. 
" Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 
" cannot bear fruit- of itfelf, except it abide 
** in the vine j no more can ye, except ye 
" abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the 
" branches : . he that abideth in me, and I 
" in liim, the fame bringeth forth much 
" fruit ; fof without me [or feparated from 
" me] ye can do nothing/' Accordingly 
we find, that the preaching Cbriji^ or the pe- 
culiar dodlrines of the gofpel, . hath, in every 
age been the means of convincing and con-^^ 
verting finners, and of building them up in 
holinefs and comfort, through faith unta 
ialvation : and in the fame proportion that 
this hath been negledled, the power of god- 
linefs hath declined and latiguiflied, till a 
cold formality hath at length given way to- 
the open profeflion of infidelity itfelf. It. 
was the obfervation of a judicious and pious 
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writer upon this fubjed, " That where a 
** great and univerfal negledl of .preaching 
^ Chrift hath prevailed in a Chriftian na- 
** tion, it hath given a fatal octa£ion to the 
" growth of Deifin andinfidehty.: for when 
" people have heard the fermons of their 
" minifters for many years together, and 
" find little of Chrift in them, they have 
^^ taken it into their heads, that men may 
" be very good, and go fafe to heaven^ with- 
" out Chriftianity ; and therefore, though 
" they dwell in a land where the gofpel is 
" profefFed, they imagine there is no need^ 
« they {hould be Chriftians.''— To which I 
may add^ that it is nolefs obfervabk, on the 
other hand, that wherever there ha^ been 
any revival of religion, it hath uniformly 
been introduced and carried on, through 
the bleffing of God, by preaching the pe- 
culiar dodlrines of Chriftianity. Thefe, 
and thefe alone, have been, and ever will be, 
" the vrifdom. and. power of God unto fal- 
*^ vation/' 

The application of what hath beeii faid 
to the minifters 'of o-eligion, is fo diredl and 

obvious, 
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ob¥ious, that I need not enlarge upon it' ; 
and therefore any further improvement t 
am to make of the fubjefi, (hall be addrefled^ 
not to diem that preachy but to thoie that 
i6tfar.«-Jkid what hath been delivered, may 
&rve to inform thent what fort of preaching 
they ought chiefly to value. I am afraid, 
that by many the great and eflential truths 
of the gofpel are tob littk regarded : like 
the Athenians of old, they require fome- 
thing newr fimiething that may gratify an 
itching ear, and fumifh matter i&t a vain 
imagination to work upon. But this, my 
bretjuren, is equally perverfe and fbolifh^ 
Who fbould regard what a iervant faith, if 
he doth not deliver the mind of his mailer ? 
And yet I have often obferved, that the 
grcatefl number of hearers never feem fb 
well plea£»d, as when minifters fpeak of 
thofe things that are mofl foreign to their 
inftru<5lions. .Did we come upon a difagree^ 
able errand; were we charged with an enx* 
bafTy in. which they to whom we fpeak 
have little or no concern ; fuch condudk 
iQig^C be. accounted for: but when the 
meffage we bring is not onty sioft gracious, 

but 
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but likewifc tfie?s§ of iQ%Wpi;s.i» i^^hi^ tUejr 
are immediatejy. and mpft flpeply Httfifeft^dt 
wh^t words can exprefs tke folly aildp££'9 
verfenefs of fhofe who fliut their ears agaiaft 
itj while they greecMly opea thcra to every 
thiiig elfe ? ^Hear what die angel faid to the 
fliepherds' at Bethlehem, Idikeiu lo. " Be* 
" hold I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
•* which fhall be to all people." And what 
were theie tidings which an. angel was fent 
to publilh, and introduced with fuch a high 
commendation of their importance' and 
wprth ? They are recorded, verferi. " Unto 
•' you is born ;his day,, in the city of David, 
" a Savionr^ which i^ Chrift the Lord.'^ 
** And fuddenly/^ as it follows, " there was 
" with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
" hofty praiCing God, and faying. Glory to 
** Grod in the higheft, on eanh peace, good 
" will towards men." And yet, be afto- 
niihe4j O heaycns \ blu£h, O earth I this gof- 
peMermon, which angek reckoned them- 
felve* honoured to preach, and delivered 
with fuch rapturous exultation and joy, is, 
by multitudes in our day, thought trifling, 
^d ftaie, and univK^rthy of their attention. 

To 
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To remedy this ihaniefiil^ bat growing eyil, 
hath been the jHincipal aim of my pre(ent 
difcourfe. 1 have told you what is our duty, 
that from thence you may ieam your own ; 
for the one muft neceHarily be fuited to the 
other. The fame authority which com- 
mandeth us to priacb^ doth virtually com- 
mand and oblige you to bear : and if the 
pure dochines of the gofpel ought to be the 
fubjedl of our fei3[iions, it naturally follows, 
that you fhould •neither expect nor defire 
any other. Ponder with due attention thofe 
awful words in the two verfes preceding niy 
text: ** If our gofpel be hid, it is hid to 
*^ them that are loft : in whom the god of 
^ this world hath blinded the minds of 
" them which believe not, left the light of 
^ the glorious gofpel of Chrift, who is the 
" image of God, fliould fhine unto theni." 
And let each of us pray, in terras of the 
verfe'that immediately follows, that " God,- 
** who commanded the light to fhine out of 
" darknefs, may fhine in the hearts of both 
" preachers and hearers, to give the light of 
" the knowledge of his glory, in the fectf of 
** Jefus ;" that. ". we all, behoMiqg,. as in a^ 

" glafs, 
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" glafs, the glory of God, may be chan- 
" ged into the fajne image, from glory to 
" glory, by the Spirit of the Lord*'^ ^- 
men. 
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COLOSSIANS i. 15, — 19. 

Who is the image of the inviftble God^ tbejirfl^ 
horn of every creature: for by him were all 
things created that ar^ in heaven^ and that 
are in earthy vifible and invifble^ whether 
they be thrones^ or dominions j or principalis 
ties J or powers : all things were created by 
him^ and for him. And he is before all things 1^ 
and by him all things ^ Confift. And he is the 
head of the body^ the church : who is the be^ 
ginning^ the frjl-born from the dead; that in 
dU things he might have the pre-eminence. 
For itpleafed the Father^ that in him Jhould 
Mftdnefs dwelU 

OUR Lord Jefus Chrift is uniformly -re- 
prefented to us in the facred Scrip- 
tures as the Saviour of fallen man ; a Savi- 
our abfolutely neceflary ; nay, as the only 
Saviour. — ^To this character he laid claini^ 
in clear and exprefs terras, when he faid xo 

Thomas, 
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Thomas, " I am the way, and the truth, 
>' and the life : no man cometh unto the 
" Father but my me." And in this impor*- 
tant light did Peter fet him forth at the b!ar 
of the Jewifh Sanhedrim: When ipeaking 
of him as the ftone fet at nought by the 
builders, which was now rbecome the head 
of the corner, he added thefe memorable 
words : " Neither is there falvation in any 
" other : fof there is none other name under 
" heaven given among men whereby we 
>* muft be faved." Of the fame import was 
the teftimpny of that illuftripus prophet who 
was fcnt to prepare the Way before him, and 
to introduce him to his public jniniftry by 
baptifm : *' He that beheyeth ,oh the Son, 
" hath everlafting life : an-d he that be- 
>* lieveth not the Son, fhall not fee Kfe; 
*' but the wrath of God abideth on him;" 
Accordingly we are told by the Apoftle 
John, that " this is the command oi God," 
the firft in order under the gofpel-difpen- 
fatiota, and which claims the title of his 
peculiar commandment, " that We fhould 
" believe on the name of his fon^ Jefus 
^ thrift." 

It 
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It 15, or* at leaft it ought to be, unneceC- 
fary to obferve, that this intimation of the 
divine will is fufficient, by itfelf, to con- 
ftitute our duty. It furely belongs to the 
great Lord of all, to difpenfe his own grace 
by what hand, and in what manner, it 
pleafeth him ; and in' no cafe doth it be- 
come the creatures of his power to fay uur 
to him. What doft thou ? or. Why dofl: thou 
thus ? — Elihu fpake the words of truth and 
fbbernefs, when he faid unto Job, " God 
" is greater than man : why doft thou ftrive 
** againft him ? for he giveth not account 
" of any of his matters ;'' that is, he is not 
bound to explain the reafons of his coijdudl ; 
and none hath a right to demand that he 
fhould. But glory to his name, that with 
regard to the greatejt of all his works, that 
difpenfation of grace which angels defire to 
look into, and upon which the happinefs of 
a whole order of his creatures doth depend, 
it cannot juftly be faid, that he giveth no 
account of this matter. He hath not only 
interpofed his authority as Sovereign, and 
commanded linners to believe on his Son, 
jhat they may be faved ; but he hath like- 
wife, 
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wife, iu fame meafure, unfolded the fecrets 
of his eternal . counfel, and in particular, 
given us fuch encouraging, views' of that 
mighty One upon whp9> h€ bath Uid oui^ 
heJp, as render his, comwand to. b^lieye' 9flL 
him at once the ftrongeft an^pfioft, endear- 
ing expre£Glony both, of Jiis wifdgjf^ ^d^sif 
his love : fo that they wl^p rrefuietp.'Cpmply 
njdth this command,, counte^ad); tbe found- 
eft principles of reafon, refift the eleareft 
and moft fdXisffing ^evideocc, and .fliali be 
found, in the final iflue of t^ings^jto: ha,v^ 
been equally chargeable vjxdf cruelty to 
themfelves ; with ingratitude, ^the yileft in- 
gratitude, to their benefadlor ; and the moft 
obftinate rebellion againjft their: Sovereign 
Lord. 

A few reqaarks upon the verfes I have 
been reading, will fqrve to illuftrate what 
J have juft now-faidr- An4 X.'Nv^' chofen 
this paflage fqrthe fabjedt of my prefent 
difcourfe, in hppe jiiat God may Mefe it for 
the convidtion of fome who have hitherto' 
rejedled his; graiiious. couniel; but chiefly 
yrith a view to co?jfirm thftr-faith, -and to 
Jjieighten the joy, pf believers jatrChrift, by 

Vol. II. G fho wing 
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fliowing them, that he in whom they tritft, 
is in all refpedts worthy to be depended up- 
on, and will afTutedly carry forward the 
work he hath begun, till it fhall be perfefied 
at length dn their complete falvation. 

The informatiori that is here given us con- 
cerning btilr Redeemer, liiay be comprehend-' 
^d under the following heads.- 

Firjl^ What he is in hiinfelf ;^— or, his ori*? 
ginal dignity. 

SecondijyWh^t he is to us ; — or, the ila** 
tion he holds in his church. And, 

7b%rdly^ His " qualifications for the dis- 
charge of what belongs to that ftation. 

What the Apoftle faith upon the Jirji of 
thefe particulars, amounts to fomething 
inofe thaii a- •fimp'le aflertion of our Lord's 
divinity. It i$ fuch an enlarged and accu- 
rate defcri^tioA of proper and elTential Godr 
head, as dannot poffibly be applied to any 
inferior btitfgi The phly e^preffion th^ 
hath an appearance of difficulty is iii the 
clofe of vepfe 15- where Chrift is ftyled the. 
jirji-born Bfe'bery creature. But the diffi^ 
Cttlty pts^ftiiftes, when we attend to the ex-. 

planatjon 
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iplanatioa of that title which th&^po{l;}e fub- 
joitt&9 or rather indeed tothfLijireafpus heaf- 
figQs for "gi^ng him that defigaation. No 
iboner has he called him tbejirji^born of every 
creature^ than he immediately adds, For by 
him were aU things, created that are in heaven^ 
^nd that are in earthy vifible uind invifijUe^ v^ber 
tber tbey be tbronesy or dominivnsy or pxincipali'- 
Jier^ (^powers: ail things were, created by bim^ 
and for him. And that no. jrogm might 
be left for -the remoteft fuipiciou l^at he 
Jbimfelf might have been created^ eternity^ 
in the in^ abfolute ^fen£e of that word, is 
diroiSUy afcribed to him in the 17th vqrfe: 
jind be is before all things^ and by, him alt 
things conjijl. For furely he who exiftcd.^- 
fore aU;tbingSjVi\x!^l^ijai^ be .wilfJiQUt J»- 
.ginning^ or from evcrlafting. Hence it ap- 
pears, that this defignation, thefrfi^orn of 
every creature^ is of the fame import with that 
rother form of expreflion which the Apoftle 
•uieth, HeL L 2^ where, having ftyled him 
-the Son of God^ he adds, " whom he hath 
" appointed heir of all things." ^ ^ad both 
iervc to denote that univerfal dominion 
-inrhicih our Lord hath by inheritance, * as the 
JG ?2 oiiiy 
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only-foegocten of the Father, of the fame 
eflenccwith himfelf, •* ^the brightncfi of his 
•* glory, and the exprefs image of his pcr- 
** fbn :" An image fo exprefs, that when Phi- 
lip faid to otir Lord, " Shew us the Father, 
** and it fufficeth ns," he gave no anfwer but 
this, ** Hare f been fo long with you, and 
" yet haft diou not known me, Philip ? 
** He that hath feen me, hath feen the • Fa- 
** ther: "Believell thou not that I am in the 
•* Father, and the Father in me ?" Which is 
farther explained by what he faid on an- 
other occafion, " I and the Father arc 
« oner 

It would be highly improper, when we 
have fuch agreeable work before us *, to 
enter into the thorny field of controverfy ; 
nevertheleft, as fo much of our comfort 
depends upon the perfulafion we have, that 
he who came to fave us is truly God, I can- 
not clofe this head, without requefting you 
to compare what is written in the firft verfe 
of the Bible, ** in the beginning God cre- 
" 4ted the heaven and the earth," with the^ 
jntrodudion to John^s gofpel, " In the be- 

" ginningr 
* Preached on a CominuDioo-Sabbath» 
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^ ginning was the Word, and the.. Word 
*' was with God, and the Word was GodL 
" All things were made by him ; and with- 
« out him was not any thing made that was 
*' made." And if to thele you add that ob- ^ 
yious conclufion of enlightened reafbn, Heb. 
iii. 4. " Every houfe is builded by fome 
** mari, but he that built all things is G6d^^ 
you will difcover at once the true dignity of 
him in Whom we are commanded to truft^ 
and fee with what ftridt propriety of language 
he is ftyled " the Son of the living God," 
" the great God and our Saviour," and, 
" God Over all, bleffed for ever." 

Havirig thus briefly illuftrated his eflen- 
tial dignity, of wlat he is in himfelf, — ^let 
us now conflder^ 

■ • • • • '^ _ ■ . <j 

Secondly^ What he is to uS. This we 

leatn from the i8ch verfe, where the Apoftle 

calls him the bead of the body^ the cburcbi^^ 

Which leads us to vieW him as " the feed 

f^ of the woman j" " the Word made flefh ;" 

the Son of God, by whom ail things . were 

created, uniting himfelf to human nature 

in the perfon of Jefus Ghrift j that as our 

G 3 kinfman 
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Idnfmah and brother, he might redeem th# 
forfeited* izdieritance ; and by fiiffering in 
our room,, the juft for the unjuft,, might 
bring us to God. — —It is plain, that the 
ftation here aiCgned to^ Chriil belongs to 
him in the chara(5ler of EmanneV ^ which is, 
•* being interpreted, God with ns,*' or,, " God 
^ manifeiled in the flefli.'* Accordingly,, 
he is flykd^ in immediate connections with 
his headfhip, tbe Jirjt-bom from the dead;. 
whrc^ neceilarily/ fuppoies his^ previous in- 
carnation and fufl^ings. And tl^ church,, 
'which is here^ called bis body^ is exprefsly 
faid by Paul, in the charge which he gave 
tO' the elders of Ephefus, to have been 
** purchased by him wiA his own blood.^ 
Here, my brethren^ he is reprefented ta 
us in fuch an endearing relation, as can- 
not fail, if we underftand it aright, to fill 
our hearts at once with the higheft admi*^ 
ration, riie warmeft gratitude, and mofb 
triumphant joy. Chrift is faid to be *^ the 
^ head ^al! principdity and power," at the 
loth Verfe of the following chapter; but it 
is not added, thefe are bis body. In like man-* 
xier, wc are told^ EpbA. at the clofe, that 

** God^ 
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^* God, who raifed him from the dead; hatH 
" fet him at his own right hand in the hea.- 
" venly places, far above all principllity, 
^* and power^ and might, and domioion, 
" and every name that is named, not only 
** in ^ this world, but alfo^ in' that which 
^' is to come J and hath put all things 
" under his feet, and given him to be 
** head oveP^ all things to the churchi** 
That is, he hath ]^aced him at the head of 
all things, and given hitH fuprem? dominion 
Over them; fo that the higheft angels are 
0nly minifters, or fervants^ in his king- 
dom^ whom he (ends forth^tQ minifler to 
the heirs of fklvationi 3ut: his relation to 
his church, though it includes dominion, 
yet it carries in it a more clofe and intimate 
connec^on* He is not only head over his 
church, in refpedl of lupreme authority, as 
a king is the political head over his fub- 
jeds ; but he is the bead of his church, in 
refpe<5l of vital influence : for fo the Apoftle 
himfelf explains it in the following chapter, 
verfe 19. He is that head " from which 
" all the body by joints and bands having 
** nourifhment miniftered, and knit to- 
G 4 « gethcr. 
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*f'gcthet,. JincreaJCeth with the increafe of 

But your time will not permit /ne. ta 
enlarge ufioil this fubjedl : let. it fuffice at 
prefeot to Qbfejrve, that:W^j/ Adam wa& 
m the firft: creation, ibat is Chrift in the 
new creation^ Hence he gets the name of 
th^ JecoffJ jfdapi ;, soii it is exprefsly faid of 
the . firft Adam, Rom. v. 14. " that he was* 
" ; tjbe jf%«r^ of ; him that was to cpme." 
I . (hall not pretend to trace out the, refem* 
blaince- bgtiween thefe two different heads 
in all its extent; and yet it i3. obviou&y. 
that a great part of the Scripture-langua^ge 
which is employed to defqribe the nature 
of thlt ftation which Chrift holds in the 
church, not only alludes to this refem- 
blance, but is fo much founded upon it, 
that without fome juft conception of the 
figure or type, our views of the antitype 
muft be very dark and imperfedl. 

If we look at the ftate of things in the 
firft creation, we fhall find Adam placed 
in a ftation of the higheft importance. 
Befides the dominion that was given him 
over the inferior creatures, he was confti-* 

tuted^ 
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tuted, in the mod proper fenfe of the 
word, the bead of mankind, in as mitch as 
*^ of that one blood were to be made all the 
^^ nations of men that fhould dwell upon 
" the face of the whole earth." The life 
of all his pofterity was depofited in him. 
He was the root, and his defcendants, in 
all their fucceffive generations, are the 
branches which grow out of it. This is 
the plain account which the Scriptures 
give us ; and the clofenefs of our con- 
nexion with the firft Adam is fatally il- 
luftrated by its effedls, which cannot efcape 
our obfervation. It is too apparent, that 
life is conveyed to us under the fame awful 
forfeiture which Adam incurred j for in 
confequence of the lentence pronounced 
againft him on account of his tranfgreflion, 
*' Duft thou art, and unto duft thou fhalt 
** return," we find^ in fadl^ that " it is ap- 
*' pointed unto all men once to die," and 
that ** there is no difcharge in that war- 
« fare." 

This is the figure by which we are 
taught to form our conceptions of Jefus 
Chrift, and of the place he holds in that 

new 
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new Creadon, which is here diftinguiilied 
by the names -of bis cburcb and bis bodji 
And to Ao(e who are acquainted with 
what the Scriptures fay concerning Chrift, 
many circumftances will occur from the 
hints I have already iuggefted, in which 
the refemblance between the firil and ie- 
cond Adam may eafily be traced with the 
mod critical exaAnefs. Bat^ bkfled be 
God, there is one circumftanee of the 
greateft importance in which the refem- 
blance doth not hold, as will appear from 
the information the Apoftle gives us con-* 
ceming the third particular I took notice of: 
namely, 

III. The qualifications of our Redeemer^ 
for perforjning what belongs to him as thef 
bead of his church. 

It pleafcd the Fatber^ faith he, verfe 19* 
tbat in bimjbould dXXfulnefs dwell. 

The firft Adam received the gift of life 
from God, which he held in truft for all 
his pofterity, upon a condition the moft 
gentle and eafy that can poflibly be ima- 
gined : but he failed in the performance of 

it; 
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k; and tiras ^^ by one man fin entered inta 
** the world, and death by fin :'* fo that ever 
fince that fatal trefpafs, ^ death hath pafled 
^ upon all menw" 

The Second Adam recemd the grant 
of eternal fife for his church, upon terms no 
kfs fevere than his obedience untadeath, 
even the death of the cirofs ; diat fin being 
condemned in the fleih, mercy and truth 
might meet together upon the apoftate race,. 
righteoufcie& and peace might. embrace each 
othen But dificult aa the terms were, he 
not osily pundtually, but cheerfully, fulfil-* 
led chem, infomuch that under all the pain 
and ignominy of the crofs, he would not 
bow his head, and yield up the ghoft, till, 
with a fhout of triumph^ he could fay, ^^ It 
•^ is finifhed.^ 

** The firft man Adam was made a living 
^ ibul ; but the &cond Adam was made a 
•* cyuickening fpirit.** ^^ The firft man was 
** of the earth, earthy : the feGond man was 
** the Lord from heaven/' 

In the head of the firft creation there 
dwek indeed a fulnefs^ but it was only the 
fulneis of a creature ; whereas all fulnefs 

refides^ 
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refides m the He^ of the new creation ; or 4 
as it is elfewhere expr^fTed in this fame? 
cpiftle^ ** in him dwelleth. ^/ the fulnefs of 
" the Godhead bodily^ 

Here, my i brethren, expreffion fails; an 
ocean opens to our view that hath neither 
bottom nor jQiore, — the Godhead ! — the fol* 
nefs of the Godhead! — all the fulnefs, of the 
Godhead !—— How flat, how unmeaning, 
is the language of men, when applied to a 
fubjedl which angels themfelves are unable 
to comprehend ? ■ * Q gloriouis conflitution 
of grace! worthy of hint whofe.name^ 
whofe eflenCey is love ; and infinitely bgco- 
filing the wifdoni of that Sovereign, " whoie 
«* work is perfeift, aiid all whofe ways are 
" judgement." With fuch an objeil in our 
eye, can we refrain from crying ototy •* Let 
" Ifrael rejoice in him that made him; let 
" the children of Zion be Joyful in their 
« King?'* Well might Paul fay, "I know 
" whom I have believed'; and I am per-' 
** fuaded, that he is able to keep that which 
^* I have committed to him againft that 
** day.'* This is the endearing peculiarity 
of the goipel-GOvenant, that, all the bleflingtf 

of 
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of it are fecurcd againft forfeiture, ia the 
L^ands of him * whb hath already fulfilled the 
terms of the grant, and finilhed the work 
•which was given hiin to do ;-4i-wh6j as he 
died to purchafe thofe bleffings, fo he ever 
liyeth tp difpenfe them : — One who by na- 
ture ij5 God as well as man; and in whom, 
as the Word incarnate, and Mediator of the 
covenant, // bath phafed the Father that ail 
fulnefs Jhould dwell^ for enriching, to the 
iitmoft capacity of created beings, all the 
members of that body whereof he is the 
head. 

But what are the blefiings of this welK 
ordered covenant ? — Let your own neceflities 
ditSlate the anfwer.— — Say, my brethren, 
what -do you need ? 

Ls It the pardon of fin 2 Look back to the 
14th verfe of this phapter :-^" In Ghrift we 
** have redemption through his blood, even 
" the forgivenefs of fin«*"— — " He hath 
". made peace by the blood of his crofs,'* as 
we read verfe 20tb; . aiid *' the blood of 
" Jefu&cleai^eth, fr<mi all fin." " He was 
« made fin for us, who knew no fin, that we 
\^ might be madc^ the righteoufnefs of God iii 

'' hiro.' 
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giTenJx^^dIe §oiVjto.,hay himfelf/' 

And in this fame epifUe where my text lies, 
Chrift is expreisly styled our li/e; and the 
life of the believer is faid to be bidy or trea- 
fured up, with Cbf^ in God. Colofl] iii, 3, 4. 
"Ye are dead," faith the Apoftle j dead to 
Adam, and the corrupted periihing Ufe you 
derived from him ; dead to a prefent world, 
ai^d the things on earth, which are no longer 
.the objeds of your affection. Thus are ye 
dead;' but being raifed with Chrift to, the 
things that J, ;are .above, to a new life, -and 
manner of livipg, *' your .life is hid with 
*' Chrift in God;/-and when; hp. who is our 
" life ihall appear, <hen {hall ye alfo^ appear 
** with him in glory.'* '..:;. • -J 

Here we are agaiu Jed into a fubjpd, to 
wh^ch Qo language i§: adequate, but fuch 
f* .mifpeakable words'', as Paul heard in. pa? 
radife, ^' which it is not l^wfjil for ^ niai| 
i5 to utt?r." .. ■ ' ;:? V ,: • , _i 

Should I attempt tg^j$nlarge upon it, I am 
afraid that I fhould only >' darken -cpunfel 
*^ by wards withpu^; knowledge." ; What 
hath : already b^n , feid upon that fulnefs 
which dwelleth in .CJ^fift,.. njfty .fuffice ^to 

convince 
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cbnVince yoii, that " his riches are unfearch- 
** able/' and that nothing is wanting which 
iinners can either need or wifh to poflefs* 
In him, as you have heard; they have both 
righteoufhefs and flrength: Righteoufnefs 
for the guilty, complete' and * everlafting 
righteoufnefs ; for " by him all who be- 
** lieve are juftified from all things :*': — ^And 
ftrength for the weak, — nay life for the 
dead ; with this peculiar advantage, that it 
is not left to their own keeping, but ftill re- 
fides in him who is the bead of the body^ and 
is imparted to them as his members, by that 
Spirit which is the iridiflbluble bond. of 
their union ; " for he that is joined to the 
Lord is t)ne fpirit." Accordingly he fays, 
Becaufe I live^ yfe fhall live dfo." And 
this was the foundation of that parting pro- 
mife to his difciplesj " I go to j^repare a 
** place for ybii : and if t go and .prepare a 
** place for you, I will come again ancl re- 
** ceive ydu unto myfelf, that . where I am, 
•* there ye may be alfo."— -This would lead 
me to fptak of that high perfedlion at which 
the life they at prefent receive from him 
ijiall arrive in the heavenly world, when 
Vol, II. H the 
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the body itfelf, which, by an irreverfible 
decree, is condemned to return to the duft 
33 it was, Ihall be raifed again by the power 
and fpirit of the Redeemer, and falhioned 
like unto his own glorious body, in that 
day when he, who once fuffered to bear their 
fins, " fhall appear the fecond time without 
** fin unto* falvation.'* 

But I muft not detain you any longer 
from the proper bufinefs of the day* 

I have done what I could to render Ghrift 
precious ta your fouls i I have led you to 
view him in hh eflential dignity, as the 
Creator of all: things j — in his. relation to 
believers, as the head of the body ; — and 
as poffeffing all fulnefs in that important 
charader. 

And here I would gladly expoftulate with 
thofe to whom thefe things of the Spirit I 
have been talking of appear fooliflinefs, and 
in whom the God of this world hath fo far 
blinded their minds, that they fee no beauty 
in this Saviour for which they fliould de^ 
fire him.--— O that the hour might now come, 
in which every dead foul in this affembly 
fliould " hear the voice of the Son of God,. 

" and 
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" and live." May he who at firft com- 
manded the light to ftiine out of darknefs, 
' while w6 fpeak in his name, fliine into their 
hearts, to give them the light of the know- 
ledge of his glory in the face of Jefus Chrift, 
that in this glafs, beholding the glory of 
the Lord, as the God of love, their darknefs 
may be difpelled, their enmity fubdued^ 
and they be changed into the fame image^ 
from glory to glory, by his all-conquering 
Spirit. 

But my chief concern at prefent is with 
the hving members of Chrift: For you a 
table is once more covered in the wildemefs, 
for ftrengthening you to proceed in your 
journey to the Canaan that is ibove. This 
is one of the channels which your living 
head hath appointed for conveying his life 
to the members of his body* The ordi- 
nance itfelf affords you the ftrongeft ground 
of hope : it is a rcprefentation of that facri- 
fice which Chrift offered upon the cfofs : 
and he who loved you fo well as to give his 
life Jbr you, is certainly willing to impart 
life to you. . " If while ye were enemies, ye 
" were reconciled to God by the death of 
H 2 '' his 
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" his Son ; much more, being reconciled, 
** you Ihall be faved by his life." Let not 
the fenfe of your unworthinefs difcourage 
you : — You come not here to give, but to 

take what is given. -Nay, let me tell you, 

that the fenfe of your own emptinefs is the 
very meafure of your capacity for receiving 
his fiilneis : ** He filleth the hungry with 
** good things, but the rich," thofe wha 
account themfelves rich, " he fendeth empty 
•* away.** Come therefore with longing de- 
fires, and enlarged hopes, to him who is 
full of grace and of truth, that out of his 
fiilnefs you may this day receive grace for 
grace, to the glory of the giver, and to your 
own prefent and everlafting joy. ^men. 
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2 Corinthians viii. 9. 

Ve know the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift^ 
that though be was richj yet for your fakes 
he became poor^ that ye through his poverty 
might be rich. 

THESE words contain an accurate dc- 
fcription of* the grace^ or free favour, 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, which all true 
believers are here faid to know : i. e. they 
have not only heard the report of this grace, 
aflented to the truth of the report, and are 
able to give fome account of it to others ; 
but they know it experimentally^ having tafted 
its fweetnefs, and felt the power of it in 
their own hearts. 

Several particulars are mentioned by the 
Apoftle in proof and commendation of the 
grace he celebrates, which I propofe to illuf^ 
trate in the following difcourfe. 

H 3 T. Thp 
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I. The Jirjl in order is the (late of the Re- 
deemer previpus to his becoming poor. He 
was rich ; but how rich no language can ex- 
prefs, nor any mind but his own conceive. 
" In the beginning was the Word, and the 
"Word was with God, and the Word was 
^* God. The fame was in the beginning 
^' with God. All things were made by himj 
^* and without him was not ^ny thing 
** made, that was made;" John i. i, 2^ t^^! ^^ 
is exprefsly faid of him, Colojf. i. 16, 17. 
" that by him all things were created that 
^* are in heaven and that are in earth, vifible 
" and inyifible, whether they be thrones, 
^' or dominionis, or principalities, or pow- 
" ers : all things were created by him, and 
*' for him. And he is before all things, and 
*' by him all things confift." The, fame 
f eprefentation is given of him by the Apoftle 
to the Hebrews, who ftyles him " the 
*• brightnefs of the Father's glory, and the 
^^ exprefs image of his perfpn ; whom he 
•* hath appointed heir of all things ; by 
f' whom alfo he made' the worlds ; and who 
^* uphold ech all things by the word of his 
^' power/' 

'^ We 
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We efteem a man rich who^ befides 

what is neceflary for the fupply of his own 

wants, hath wherewithal to relieve the ne- 

ceflities of others : but how rich muft he 

be, who hath no wants to be fupplied, 

and is at the fame time poffefled of fuch 

infinite treafures, that they can never be 

exhaufted, nor in the leaft degree dimi- 

nifhed, by being imparted to others ! 

JMay, befides whom nothing exifts, but 

what derived its being from him, and is 

cieceflarily dependent upon him, for all that 

it hath, or hopes to enjoy! Yet thus rich 

was he of whom the Apoftle Ipeaks in my 

text* 

a' 

H. ThtJe(^ofjd thing to be confidered, is 
the poverty to which he voluntarily fub- 
mitted. The Apoftle John having intro- 
duced the hiftory of our Saviour with that 
lofty defcription of his original and efTen- 
tial glory which I formerly quoted, makes 
a fudden tranfition, verfe 14. ^nd infornis 
us, how he who was rich ^^^^7//^ /<?6ir, vl%^ 
by uniting himfelf to the human nature, 
and appearing in the likenefs of finful flelh. 

H 4 " The 
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« The Word," feys he, that fame Ward 
which in the beginning was with God, 
and was God, by whom all things were 
made ; — this " Word was made flefh, aiid 
^* dwelt among ns,*' 

Nothing can be more defcriptive. of the 
moft abjedl poverty, than the fimple ac- 
count we have of his birth, Luke ii. at the 
beginning ; where, after being told, that, 
in confequence of a decree from the Ro- 
man Emperor, Jofeph went np from Na- 
zareth unto Bethlehem, to be taxed, with 
Mary, his efpoufed wife, who was great 
with child, the facred hiftorian thua'fjro-r, 
ceeds, ver. 6, 7. " And fo it was, that while 
*' they were there, the days were accom- 
** plifhed that flie fliould be delivered. And, 
*^ flie brought forth her firfl-born fon, and 
** wrapped him in fwaddiing clothes, ^nd 
** laid hitQ in a manger, becaufe there was 
" no I'oom for them in the inn." Nor did 
his after life wear a different complexion 
from his birth : The fame poverty, with re^ 
fpe(5l to , outward accommodation, which 
clouded his entrance into the world, accom- 
panied him through every flage of his la^ 

, borioua 
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borious journey, till at Calvary he finifhed 
his courie upon the crofs ; infomuch that 
he could fay, at the very time wherl his 
public miniftry was mod frequented and 
applauded, " The foxes have holes, and the 
" birds of the air have ncfts, but the Son 
^' of man hath not where to lay his head." 
But this was not the only, nor even the 
word kind of poverty, to which he vo- 
luntarily fubmitted. " He made himfclf," 
that is, he confented to be made, " of no 
^' reputation." For though multitudes oc- 
jpafionally admired and applauded him, yet 
thefe were generally perfons in the loweft 
ranks of life. The rich, the learned, and 
the powerful, aniong the Jews, were ftated- 
ly combined to diftrefs him on every fide. 
They pradifed every art to defame his cha- 
rafter, and to render both his perfbn and 
his miniftry the objedls of popular con- 
tempt and hatred : till at length they were 
permitted to prevail fo far, as to get him 
condemned by a fentence of the fupreme 
court of their own nation, and then ad- 
judged by the Roman governor to the death 
of a flave ; which was executed with every 

circumftance 
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circumftance of indignity and torture that 
the mod inventive malice and cruelty could 

devife. Thus poor did our Lord become > 

not by conftraint, or the hand of violence, 
for that was impoflible j but of his own 
free choice ; as it is written, Philip, ii. 6, 7, 8. 
*' He who was in the form of God, and 
" thought it not robbery to be equal wit^. 
" God, made bimfelf of no reputacio: , and 
" took upon him the form of a fervant, and 
" was majde in the likenefs of men : And 
" being found in fafliion as a man, he bum^ 
^ bled him/elf^ and became obedient unto 
*' death, even the death of the crofs*" 

in. But for whofe fake did ht thus be- 
come poor ? This is the third particular 

mentioned in the text ; which manifefts and 
commends the riches of his grace, — It was 
for us the children of men, creatures but 
of yefterday, whofe foundation is in the 
duft. We are indeed poor in every fenfe 
of the expreflion. Our life is the gift of 
another, and wholly dependent upon His 
fovereign pleafure. All the materials for 
fupporting it lie without ourfelvesj we 

muft 
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miift go abroad in queft of them ; and the 
fame hand that provides them, can either 
withdraw them, or put .them beyond our 
reach, or with-hold that blefling which a- 
lone can render them effectual for the fuC 
tenance of that precarious life we polfefs : 
" If he hideth his face, we are troubled;, if 
" he taketh away our breath, we die." 

Thus poor we all are, and neceflarilj 
muft be, as creatures : but when I add^ 
that we are finners, poverty is too feeble a 
word to convey the fainted idea of our 
forlorn condition. A perfon may be poor, 
and yet owe nothing to any man : but fin 
is not merely want ; it is pofitive debt* 
Again, a man who is both poor and ioi 
debt, may be healthy and ftrohg ; fo that 
by diligence and hard labour, he may not 
only procure the necefiaries of life, but 
even be able in time to do jufticc to hi$ cre- 
ditors : but fin is difeaie as well as -debt : 
it is the ficknefs of the foul, which waftes 
its ftreagth, and renders it incapable of 
doing, nay, difinclined to attempt, any 
thing for the recovery pf its health and 
vigoijr. Once more, the moft infolvent 

debtor 
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debtor may, by flight, get beyond the reach 
of his creditor^: but to what place can a 
jinner flee where God is not prefent ? 
whofe eflential goodnefs - is the irreconcile- 
able enemy of fin, and only clothes itfelf 
with juftice to condemn and punifli it. 
In fliort, our Lord's defcription of the 
Laodiceans, " wretched, miferable, poor, 
^ blind, and naked," is the piifture of eve- 
fj. child of Adam in his natural ftate, with 
die fame fatal infcription written over his 
head, " He knoweth it not." And did he 
who was rich ;— rhe whom we had ofiend- 
ed ; —he who flood in no need of us ; — ^he 
who pafled by creatures of a fuperior order, 
leaving them to inherit the mifery they had 
chofen, and in our punifliment, as well as 
in theirs, might have difplayed and glorified 
the perfcdlion of his own nature ; — did he, 
I fay, for our fakes become poor ? How afto* 
nifliing this grace! — ^how impoflible to be 
credited, if he himfelf had not declared it ! 

IV. Let us now inquire, in the fourth 
place, for what end was it that he <lid 
this ? 

It 
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It would juftiy have been deemed an adi 
of uncommon generofity, had he fimply 
difcharged the debt we were unable to pay, 
that being relieved of that burden, we might 
be at liberty to earn a fcanty fubfiftence by 
our future labour and induftry. It would 
have been a higher vuSi of generofity, to raife 
us at once above poverty, and the fear of 
want, by fupplying us from his ovfe (lores 
with the neceflaries of life, " feeding us," 
as Agur expreffed his wifh, " with food 
** convenient for us.^* But the grace of our 
Lord Jefus Cbri/i propofed an end ftill higher 
than this : He^ become poor^ faith the Apoftle, 
" that we might be rich /' that is, poflefled 
of every thing that could render us com- 
pletely happy. Here it is that ^^r^ fhines 
forth in its fweetefl: and moft tranfcendent 
glory. -But how fhall we defcribe what 
^ eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, neither 
** hath it entered into the heart of man td 
•• conceive ?'' The. beft afliftance I can give 
you, is to fefed from Scripture a few of 
thofe paflages that fpeak of the riches which 
Chrift doth at prefent confer upon his 
people; and then leave yoin* own minds to 

imagine. 
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imagine, how immenie their final portion 
mufl be^ when Chrift ihall come again to 
complete their falvation* 

^ In him we have redemption through 
^ his bloody the forgiveneft of fins, accord* 
^ ing to the riches of his grace ; for by hini 
" all who believe are juflified from all 
** things.'* — ^With pardon, which is the in- 
trodnftory bleiling of the covenant, " peace 
** with God'* is infeparably connected ; for 
** being juflified by faith, we have peace 
" with God through our Lord Jefus Chrift.'* 
In conlequence whereof, believers are re- 
ceived into the houfc and family of God ; 
not as fervants, but as children : for *' to 
** as many as receive Chrift, to them gives 
^ he power to become the fbns of God, even 
^ to them that believe in his name.*' " Be- 
** hold," faid the Apoftle John, " what man- 
** ner of love the Father hath beftowed up- 
** on us, that we £hould be called the fons 
** of God." Nor is this a mere title of ho- 
nour : believers have not only the name, 
but the nature of children.. Accordingly 
they are faid, by another Apoflle, to be 
*• partakers of the divine nature." Chrift 

dwells 
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dwells in them by his Spirit, in fuch a 
manner, that it is not fo much they that 
live, as it is " Chrift that liveth in them.'* 
Once more, as they have the name and na- 
ture of childi;en, fo likewife the portion 
that is connedled with that relation: for, 
as Paul reafons, Rom. viii. 17. "If chil- 
" dren, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint 
" heir^ with Chrift/' And what is their 
portion? It is ftyled eternal life ; " a trea- 
'' fure in the heavens that faileth not j"— 
" a kingdom that cannot be moved j" — 
** an inheritance incorruptible, and unde- 
** filed, that fadeth not away." 

Thefe few quotations, which will be fa- 
miliar to the ears of all who are converfant 
with the holy Scriptures, may ierve to give 
us fome notion of the riches which Chfift 
doth impart to his people. I fliall therefore 
conclude this head with two noted paflages 
recorded in the preceding epiftle to the Co^ 
rinthians, which defcribe the provifion that 
is made for believers in Chrift, in terms 
more expreffivq than many volumes would 
fuffice fully to unfold. The one is chap. i. 3CX 
** Of him are ye in Chrift Jefus, who of 

« God 
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^^ God is made unto xis wifciom, and righ-^ 
*^ teonfhefs, and fandification, and redemp- 
** tion.'* The other is chap, iii, 21. ctfeqq^ 
" All things are yours : whether Paul, or 
•* ApolloSf or Cephas^ or the world, or life^ 
'* or death, or things prefent, or things to 
" come } all are yours ; and ye are Chrift*s j 
" and Chrift is God's/' 

V. Th e jifth and laji thing in the text 
that remains to be illuftrated, is the con- 
nedlion betwixt the poverty of Chrift and 
the riches of his people, or the influence 
that the one hath upon the other : " He be- 
" came poor, that we through his poverty 
" might be rich." 

This connexion will appear, if we con- 
fider that his voluntary humiliation^ in ta- 
king upon him our low nature j fulfilling all 
nghteoufnefs, and giving himfelf for us, ail 
ofFey'ing and facrifice to Gckl, hath fo mag- 
nified the law, which we had broken^ and 
given filch full fatisfadlion to thejufiiceof 
the lawgiver, that a way is now opened for 
the free and honourable exercife^ of mercy 
to the moft guilty and polluted of the po- 

fterity 
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ftferity of Adam. Hereby " fin Was con* 

« dcmned in i^^jUfhy^ that is, in the famd 

nature that had oflPendedt And God^ by 

" fetting forth his own Son^ to be a pfopi- 

** tiation through faith in- his* blood," doth 

How manifeft his righteoufhefs, no lefs than 

his merciy, in the forgivenefs of fln^and 

appears to all his intelligent creatures to be* 

infinitely juji^ as well as iiifliiitely' gracious^ 

when he juflifies thof^ that belieVe in Jefus. 

The Son of God " was wounded -for' our 

" tranfgreffioni^ and briifed^fpr our ini- 

** quities :" " He bore bur fins in his own 

" body Upon the (irofil'* So that " now 

**. thefe is no condemnation to them that 

** are in Chrift Jefus ;'' for, as «h6 Af)6ftle 

reafoils, 'Rom. viii. 33, 34. "Who (hall lay 

any thing to. the ' charge of God's eledl ? 

It is God that juftifiethi Who is he that* 
** condemneth ? It is Ghrift that dicd^ yea, 
** rather that is rifen again, who is even at 
^* the right hand of God, who alfo maiceth 
*^ interdeffion for us.'* 

And as the death or facrifice of Chrift ab- 
folves all that believe on him from the guilt 
of fin, which^ as I ibrmerly obferved, is the 

Vol. II, I fundamental 
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fbndamentjd and intr^vu^ory ble^^g of 
fkc HQV^Pi^nt J fo hi9 txaitafioM^ vsrhich is the 
nwajnd of bi# poverty^ ^r voluntary humir* 
liatiQp, j^^Ufic^. hini tQ ^onf^r upon tbem 
9II thof^ x^poftaque^ bleipiQ^^ which earich 
di9i9 III time, ai^ C^U jeompleti^ their hap* 
pinefs in the et^fn^l wftrld. Thius it fif writ^- 
^ten, PhiUprM. 5i &G.:^hat becaufe " Chrif^ 
^' hu]^blei(i Mflfifeif* aod became fd>e4ieatr 
^ V^Xo d§*thi l?ven the de^th of thp iqrpfsj^' 
th(5reife?c '^^ Qfld alia hath highly: -eataltc4 
^^ hin^, aqd giv^ hi<^ a nan:Ke . whict^ i» 
** abova «rcry name } jihat at the ^ame of 
^ Jcfus *vfry te^^ ftlp^y bow, of rthing$ ia 
" heay?5^ aed thjagf m e^rtl^ ai>d things 
^ undfr |h9 e^th j and that i3very tongue 
" ihpsW ?^fefe th%t Jefus Chrift is Lprfli, 
*^ tp thc/glpry pf Qod tbe Father." And to 
t)^ ^me.ptiFpo;^ we r^ad, yE/^.i. ai. f/^y^ 
that " whfa Qod r^ifed hini frQnv5hq>d€ady 
*^ he fet JiiiQ at bis own right hand in the 
" he*venly places^ far^bove all frrincipality, 
" and power, and might, and dominion, 
^* imd evef y nam^ that i^ ^ame^/i Qpt only 
" ia this Fprld, but alfo in th^t which if tQ 
«^ ec^me; *iid (lit alj ttog? Wiyfef .feis feet. 
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^ and gave him to be the head over all 
^y things to the church, which is his body, 
" the fulnefs of him that filleth all in all/* 
When Chrift afcended up on high, leading 
daptivity captive ; he then received gifts for 
tneh, even for th«2 rebellious, that the ^ Lord) 
God might dwell among them. And^ntjwi' 
all power is committed to him, .both in hea- 
Ten and on earth : He. not only appears in 
th# prefence of God as our great High Prieft^ 
to plead the merit of his facrifice, and to 
blefs his people ; but he fits at the Father's 
right hand, enthroned in glofy, as " the 
•* King whom God hath fet upon his holy 
^^ hill of Zion ;" from whence he fends^ forth 
l^is' angels as ** miniftering fpirits,'" to mi* 
xufter unto the heirs of promife during their 
Continuance in this houfe of their pilgrim- 
age, till they arrive at his Father's houfe 
in heaven, where they fhall be advanced to 
fit with him upon hi $ throne,' and pt>flefs 
fiilfieia of joy, and pleafiires for ever - 
xnore^ - 

A»D now, my dear brethren, in the re* 

riew of thefe five particulars, to which the 

X 2 Apoftle 
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imd in particular that inftance* of charity 
j¥hich confifteth in fupplying the wants of 
the poor : and the argument or motive with 
which he preffeth his exhortation, is the 
grace of our Lord ycfus Cbrift^ whoy though he 
was rich J yet for their fake became poor ^ that 
they through his poverty might be rich. And 
here, did your time permit, I might take 
occafion to fhow, that the gofpel of Chrift 
is . fo far from relaxing the obligations of 
thofe who receive it, to the pradlice of focial 
duties, that, on the contrary, it ftrengthens 
thefe obligations, and carries the duties 
themfelves to ^ fublimer height of felf? 
denial, than the moft refined morahft ever 
thought of, or perhaps would choofe to adopt 
for the meafure of his own condudl.* I 
need only quote one paflage of Scripture in 
proof of what I have faid, where love to the 
brethren appears plainly to be raifed by 
golpel-grace even above the ftandard of xhs: 
original law itfelf. The law faith, ** Thou 
*• fhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf." But' 
what faith the gofpel? You may read ir^ 
9 John iii. i6. " Hereby perceive we the love-. 
** of God, becaufe he laid down his life for 

I 3 " us/' 
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" ns." To* which it is immediately added-, M 
a practical inference, ** We aughtJ"' — Th& efh 
preflioa is emphatical, and imports, that it ik 
not left to our choice, but is ftridlly due ai 
a debt; *V We ougbt to lay' down our /rt;i?t. 
^ for the brethren." Such is the love thit 
the gofpel recommends. From whence, it 
appears, that the pureft and moft fublimd 
morality £bws from faith in Chrift as its 
natm fource, and will rife in exaiSl propor^ 
tioa to the Iroowledge of his grace. 

But do we Ahow the grace of our Lor^ 
Jefus Chrift f- — This queftion demands z 
ferrous and deliberate anfwer. 

It is too evident, that many who bear the 
title of Cbriftiana are grofsly ignorant eveftf 
6f the dodtrines of grace, and need to be^ 
taught " the firft principles ' of the oracka 
** of God." But hefides thefe, we have juft 
eaufe to fear, that not a few are to be found 
ainoiig u5J, who, though they have acquis 
ttd k theory of Chriftian dodlrine, and can 
talk of the great truths of the gofpel with 
propriety arid ftnency; yet they cannot bfr 
feid to know that grace whereof they are abl6 
to difc6urfe to others. 

The 
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l^he knowledge which the Apoftlc fpcalft 
of, i^ different frbna that which may be 
acquired by ftudy^ or mere human ii> 
ftrudllon. It k t)f a kind altogether pe- 
culiar to the real faint : It is produced by 
the Spirit accompanying the word, taking 
f)f Che thittgfi of Ghrift, and fiflt 6niy flioW- 
tAg them unto Hiin, but writing them up* 
6ti the *« ilefhly tables of his heart,'* and 
thereby transforxning him intb the divine 

image, Let me then afk you, or rather 

Jet me iritrcat yoti to afk your own hearts, 
as in the prefpnce of God, Whether or not 
you cvef were convinced 6f your need of 
this grace, your abfclufe need of it to faye 
jou from th€ wrath to'coiiie? Did you 
ever fee yoiirfelyes, by the light of God's 
word, to be wretclied, and miferable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked J under a righ* 
teous fentence of condemnation, and un- 
ablei as of yourfelves, to do any thing that 
could be effedual for your own recovery ? 

-^ ^Under this convidlidn of your loft 

and helplefs eftate by' nature, were your 
eyes opened to fee the neceflity and fuit- 
ablenefs of the Lord Jefus Chrift, the per- . 

I 4 fe^ion 
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fedlion of that facrifice which he offered 
JULp to the Father ; together with his ability 
and willingnefs " to fave to the yttermoft 
" all that come unto God by him ?"— -^ 
Animated by thefe fpiritual difcoveries of 
ihe Saviour, encouraged by his kind invi- 
tation to come to him, and conftrained by 
the Father's command to believe on his 
name, did you humbly- and thankfully re- 
ceive him as the " unfpeakable gift'' of 
God to men ? faying with the Apoftle Paul, 
^* What things -were gaii) to me, thofe I 
/' counted lofs for Chrift. Yea doubtlefs, 
." and I count all things but lofs for the 
" expellency of the knowledge of Chrift 
*V Jefus my Lord : And do count them 
*^ but dung, that I may win Chrift, and 
" be found in him, not having mine owji 
" righteoufnefs, which is of the law, but 
" that which is by the faith of Chrift, 
" the righteoufnefs which is of God by 

" faith." Was this acceptance entire 

and unreferved ; did your heart confent 
that he ftiould be made of God unto you, 
wifdom, and righteoufnefs, and fandlifica- 
tion, and redemption ; your prophet to in- 
' . ' ^ ' ftruiJV 
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ftrudl you, and your king to rule over you, 
as well as your prieft to juftify you by his 
blood ? — Have you rclifhed, or do you now 
relifli, the fweetnefs of his grace ? — Above 
all, let me alk you, have you felt its power 
and influence upon your temper and prac- 
tice ? The grace of the gofpel is not only 
the parent of peace and joy, but an effedlual 
principle of holinefs in all who partake of 
it. This was the dodlrine which Paul de- 
livered to Titus, 37/. ii. 11. et feq. " Th? 
** grace of God which bringeth falvation, 
*' teacheth us, that denying ungodlinef^, 
*' and worldly lufts, we fhould live foberr 
" ly, and righteoufly, and godly, in this 
*' prefent world." This is not only the 
moft fatisfying evidence, that we know the 
grace of our Lord Jefus Chriji ; but fo efTen- 
tial an evidence, that where it is want- 
ing, I can read of nothing in the whole 
book of God to fupply the defedl, or that 
can be fubflituted in the place of it. I 
read of a dead faith, — a prefumptuous hope, 
— a falfe peace, — and a name to live ; but 
all thefe are refuges of lies, which ere long 
fhall be " fwept'* away " with the befonj 

« of 
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« ofdeftrudlion/' Whereas the true faith 
of the gofpel is every where reprefented, 
as "working by love/' and ** overcoming 

*^ the w:orId,' ^ T he hope of the gofpel 

incites all who are pofTeflcd of it, " to 
^ purify theinfelves, even as he** whom 

they hope to enjoy ** is pure/* ** The 

^ peace of God which pafleth all under- 
*^ ftariding, keeps,V or guards, ** the heart 
.** and mind/* and fortifies the believer 
Againft the fierce affaults of his fpiritual 
enemies. And it is the. diftinguilhing pri* 
vHege of thole who " are not under the 
^ law, but under grace ;" that " fin fliall 
^ tiot have dominion over them :** " They 
*** have put off the old man with his deeds, 
^ and have put on the new man, which 
*^ after God is created in rightepufnefs and 
** true holinels.*' They fhow, that they 
live in the Spirit, by walking in the Spirit ; 
and give proof that they are *• rifeii with 
^ Chrift," and " know hini in the power 
" of his refurreiflion," by *^ feeking thofe 
^ things which are above, where Chrift 
•^ fitteth at the right hand of God." Thefc 
are the wofds of truth : they are pure 

words, 
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words, like filver tried in a furnace of earth, 
and purified feven times. And they are 
written in fuch capital letters, and expref# 
fed with fuch plainncft and precifion, that 
no fophiftry can either darken their mean^ 
ing or impair their force ; unleft it be to 
thofe unliable fouls who are " ever learn- 
^ ing, but never able to come to the know- 
•« ledge of the truth ;'* "who like children 
•* are tofled to and fro, and carried about 
•* with every wind of dodlrine, by the (light 
" of men and cunning craftinefs, wherebjjf- 
** they lie in wait to deceive/' I therefore 
repeat upon this occafion, what I have of- 
ten inculcated, and the Scriptures of truth 
uniformly teach, that the gofpel-falvatiou 
is a prefcnt falvation ; and that the Lord Jefus 
Chrift is not only a deliverer from " wrath 
** to come,'* but that, in the mean time, he 
faves all who truft in him^ from that iin 
which renders them obnoxious to wrath ; 
firft, by expiating the guilt of it by hiSt 
death, and next, by breaking the power ot 
it in their hearts, through the operation of 
chat Spirit which is the feal of their adop* 

tion^ 
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tion, the earneft^nd firft-fruits of- their. fu^ 

ture inheritance. . -.. ^ 

* . • . . • ■ . - *j 

. Thefe , are ^the . particulars .upon which. I 
would^have you.^ to examine yp.urfelves imr 
partially, as thof? who expert a.judgemeijit 
to come. Some of them are fo efleii^ial tQ 
the charadler of a^Chriftian, that every one 
who truly believeth, in Chrift, muft hayie .a 
confcioufnefs of . them in his own mind; 
for none was ever born into the family of 
God, without fuch a convidlion of guilt, 
pollution, and wfeaknefs, as rendered the 
Redeemer both neceflary and precious in 
his efteem. And though the enlightened 
mind will difcover much imperfetlion, and 
many humbling blemifhes, eyen in thq^ 
faireft of thofe fruits which are the produdl. 
of true. and faving faith; yet (unlefs it be 
in thofe who are but newly entered into the 
fchool of Chrift) the eflFe(Sls of his teachings 
muft, in fome degree, appear in fuch gra- 
cious fruits as I juft now mentioned. And^ 
I fliould betray the truft committed tp 
me, and reproach that grace I profefs . to 
magnify,- if I encouraged any to conclude^ 
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66at tHey are favingly acquainted • with *i^ 
whofe temper and pradlice have undergoni^ 
no change, whatever pretenfions they may 
make to faith in the Redeemer, and confi- 
dent ' affurance of their final falvation : for 
all the faved of the Lord are' exprefsly de- 
nominated " God^s workmanjbip^ created 'in 
" Chtift Jefus unto good works, which God 
" hath before ordained that they fhould 
" walk In them." . And it will remain an in- 
variable truth/ to the confufion of all vain 
boafting hypocrites, that " whom God did 
** foreknow, he alfo did predeftinate to 
** be conformed to the image of his Son, 
*^ that he might be the firft-born among 

** many brethren." " 

But my chief bufinefs at prefent is with 
thofe who know by experience the grace of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift \ having both tafted its 
fweetnefs, and felt the power of it in their 
own hearts. - To fiich I Ihall addfefs a few 
fhort exhortations, and then proceed to the 
iervice for which we are aflembled. 

ly/?. Give glory to God for what you 
know • erf" his grace j -and llumbly acknow- 
ledge that it was he, and he only, who 

*"- opened 
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«I^Ded your eyes^ and turned you hojfi 
darkneis to light.-«-*Who made you to diSSsr 
from pthew ? — The proper anfwer to this 
queilion 19 to be foond in the 4th chapte^r 
^ this epiftlc, vcrfe 6. •* God, who at firft 
*^ commaDded the light to ihiae out of 
" darknei^y hath ihined into-your hearts^ to 
^ give you the light of the knowledge of hi« 
« giory in the face of Jefus Chrift." Not 
unto yourfelves then, not unto yotirfelvesy^ 
but to his free diftinguifhing favour, is all 
the glory due. . . 

2^/k, Let this n>oVning-daWn encourage 
you to hope for the perfect day. Chrift 
would never have emptied himfclf, and- 
bfcome poor^ without the moft abfolute af* 
furance, that fome were to be enriched by 
him: and where he begins a good work^ 
this may, and ought to be, confidered ad 
a certain pledge, that he will carry it for- 
ward to its, full perfedlion j for he who 19 
^' the author," is alfo " the finifher of his 
" people*s faith." Rejoice, therefore, in hope 
of the glory of God. — -^And till you are 
brought to the pofleffion of it, be careful^ 
151 the . 

id 
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^d plaf:^. To v^ie ^U the means he hath 
appointed for pbtaining larger meafures of 
his grace^ both ii> refpeifl of kuQwledgc 
9a4 of infliienqe^ Among thefe means, the 
' toly facraroent; of pur Lord's fupper holds 
the moil diftix|gui{hed rank, as it was in- 
(lituted for thjs very purpofe, to exhibit a 
i^niible reprefentaUon of the graiie of our 
Lord ye/us Cbrljl^ in becoming poor for our 
fake^ that we through bis poverty might be 
rich. Here we not only behold him in 
his loweft ftate of voluntary humiliation, 
evidently fet forth as crucified before our 
eyes } but like wife prefenting to us, and 
by vifible fymbols conferring upon us, 
all thofe unfearchable riches which he pur- 
chafed with his blood, and fecures by his 
interceflion ; which he adlually pofTefleth 
as the ** head of the church, which is 
•* his body ;*^ and conveys, by his Spirit, 
to every member in due feafon, and mea- 
fure, as their feveral neceffities and circuni- 
ftanccs require. Let us then approach the 
table of the Lord with fajth, and love, and 
thankful praife ; and while we blefs him for 
the grace he hath already made krK>wn to 

us, 
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us, let us pray for fuch further difcoveries 
as may ftrengthen and comfort us in what 
remains of our journey through this wil- 
demefs, till we arrive at thofe blelTed abodes 
of perfeft light, and love, and purity, 
where we fhall fee bim as be isj without the 
intervention of ordinances ; and enjoy him 
fully, without interruption, and without end« 
jimen. 
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Who verily vias foreordained before the foun- 
dation of the worlds but was manifejt in 
thefe lafi times for you ; wbo by hint do be- 
lieve in God that raifed hint up from the 
deady and gave him glory^ that your faith 
and hope mjgbt be in God. 

EVERY fabric miifi jpartake of the 
flrength or weaknefs of its foiinda- 
. tion. A hoiife that is built upon the looft 
{and) will foon fall to the ground ; nay, 
the higher it is raifed, efpecially if the ma- 
terials be weighty, the more fudden and 
. ruinous will its fall be* It muft therefore 
be.of the lad importance to the Chriftian, 
to be fully fsitisfied in his own mind, that 
tlie grounds of his faith and hope in God arc 
^iij^cient to fuftain all the weight he hath 
to lay upon them. 
. The life of the foul is no trivial matter : 

vol:il j^ It 
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it is our ALL. Other things may be wanr- 
(Ed;..!yut this is the f* one thing, needful.'" 
The death of the foul^ by which I meail it» 
final reparation from the only fource of life 
and joy, is niifery in' the extreme ; pure 
mifery, without mixture or allp-y. 

To this death we all becaipe liable hj 
our apoftaly from God. The loathfome 
difeafe, which,, if left to its own operation, 
will foon produce this fatal eflfedl, is deep 
lodged in our nature ; and we are dire<5led 
to look to the JLord Jefus Chrift, not only 
for the cure of the difeafe, but likewife for 
all that exalted happinefs befides, which^ 
commencing in prefent reconciliation widi 
God, and the renovation of the foul after 
his divine image, fhall at length be perfedl- 
ed in the entire refemblance, and full enjoy- - 
-ment, of him, in the heavenly ftate. 
• That the Lord Jcfiis is able\ to do thefc 
great things for us, is the profefled belief bf 
-all who ffyle themfebres Chriftians. ^ 

The dignity of his perfbn, a^ tlie ^ ete^- 

'^ nal Word made fleflif' the perfediok 

of his obedience ; the nierit of his ikctl- 

fiee ; his • refttrreftion from^ the dcad| *^and 

i; ■ '*'-4 - '*-'^ ho. 
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-his exaltation to the right hand of God, 
leave no room to doubt of his laving power : 
•.while his own account of the errand up- 
on which he came into the world ; his free 
vunconftrained choice of the office of Re- 
deemer ,; his generous offers of mercy to 
» the chief of finners ; toge^ther with the re- 
gret he always expreffed when thefe offers 
were rejected ; may juftly lead UjS to con- 
. elude, that he is no }c{3 willing than " he Is 
" able, to fave to the. ]jtt€rmoft all tkat 
" come unto God by him/* 

Thefe encouraging truths, which are 
written as with a fun-beam in the facred 
Scriptures, prefent themfelves to the vic\v 
of every intelligent reader. Hence thofe 
general profeffions of gratitude to tlie Re- 
deemer, and of dependence upon him, for 
the pardon of fin, and deliverance from 
-wrath, which ^re fo common among Chfi- 
ftians of almoft every denomipation. 

But I have had frequent occafion to ob- 
ierve, that thefe views of the Saviour, 
though juft in themfelves, are too often 
blended with indiftindl, and even erro- 
■acQus, conceptions, of the great fcheme of 
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£dvation, as repealed in the gofpeL Many^ 
while they look upon the Son as the gene* 
^us friend of £dlen man^ are too apt to re* 
prefent the Father to their own ^ minds at 
&vere and unrelenting ; eager to punifh hit 
Ipdlty creatures; yielding with reluAance 
^tD accept the o£fered ranfbm^ and to recei^ 
from a Mediator^ that fatisfa^on to his 
jufticey which was necei&ry to make way for 
fixch exerciie of mercy as might confift ^th 
the authcMfity of his laws^ and the dignity of 
his government. 

Sentiments ci diis kind are not only 
gloomy and uncomfortable to thofe who en« 
tertain them ; but have likewife a mbft per« 
nidous tendency in other re^^b. They 
thwart the very defign of Chrift's coming 
into the world; of whom it is exprefsly 
faid, that ^ he fu£&red, the juft for the un* 
*• juft, that he might ^rinjr us to God^^ It 
was not that our regard fhouM terminate 
in his own perfon as Mediator ; but that 
through him they fhould afcend to the eter- 
nal Father, who " fo loved the world, that 
** he gave his only begotten Son, that who* 
/* focver believeth in him^ might not perilh, 

♦* but 
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^^ but have everiafting life." He came to 

^emonflrate the love of God to doners of 

:mankind : that by rendering the Father 

amiable to the convipcedf enliglacened fi)ul, 

he might overpower its natural enmity ; 

and upon the ruins thereof, erei^ a throne 

for gratitude and love. Qhrift is indeed 

laid to be *' the end irf the law:'' ^(Aiid tht 

law, by fliowing us our guilt and depravity^ 

and the necef&ty.of a better righteoufhefl 

than our own» to be pleaded as the ground 

of our acceptance with God^ is very pro* 

perly ftyled " qmx fcboolmajltr to bring us tp 

** Chrift.'* But when we are brought thus 

£ar by the difcipline of the law, doth Ghrifl 

^tl^en <x>jcnrnand us ta ftop ihort at himfelf, 

^nd to proceed no farther^ No ; He who is 

^* the Md qf the law^** is ftyled the ^miy to 

tiie Father: for thus he defcribes his <>wq 

chara^er and o^Qt, ^abn suv. 6* ^ I am the 

^^ way^ and thp truth» and the life ; nQmaa 

<^ €ometh unto the Father but by me^** It 

it Oad in Gbrifi reconciling the world unto 

Eimielf by the miniftry of the. Spirit^ that 

is the complete and adequate objed of faith: 

^nd we d<> mx vipi^ti^w^^ ** die word of 

Rl <* re^ 



142 SERMON VL 

"^reconciliation," till we fee tlie undivided 
godhead, Father^ Son^ and Holy Gboft^ united 
in coiinfel, as they are ope in effence ; and 
each performing, in the charader he fuftains, 
a peculiar wort ' of grace for the eternal fal- 
v^tion of an eledl, world, 

'It is the agency of the Father^ in thi» 
wdriderfiil plan which " angels defire to 
" look into," that the paflage I have been 
rgadiiig leads us ' at prefent to contemplate* 
And it will readily occur to you, that four 
fevcral adls of grace are here attributed t© 
him* ' *: 

J/Vy?, He ordained his Son to the office of" 
Heclecmer. 

Sccoucf/jj He manifejied him to the world 
at the appointed leafbn, 
^ Thirdly^ He rai/id blm up from the dead. 
And, '-'^ ^ 

" Fourthly^ He gave him ghrj. ■ 
'^Each of thefe particulars I (hall endea-* 
your to illtiftrate ; and then fliow their 
joint tendency to eftablifh our faith andheph 
tn God. ' -' 

Fif^^ It was the Father tvho ordained Chnik 

te 
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to the office 'of Redeemed You need only 
rgad from the 17th verfe, to be fatisfied/* 
that this was tlie doctrine the Apolile meant 
todeUver:." If. ye call on the Father^ wh?,.- 
*' without refpecSt of perfons judTgeth accor-* 
*' ding to every nxan's work, pafs the time oF 
your fojourning here in fear : ForajQnuch 
as ye know that ye were not.red:eeme<i 
with corruptible tilings, as iSlver " and * 
gold; — but with the precious 'blbocl of 
Chrift, as of a tambi without blemifh and 
without Ipot/' who verily was foreordain:' 
td^ namely, by the Father^ fuftalnirig tbc^ 
charadler of the Supreme Lord and." Judge" 
before the foundation of the worlds 

" Known unto God ar^ ^11 his works 
*' from the beginning. The fcheme orrc*- 
demption, and the feveral fteps preparatory 
to its final execution, were fixed and, adjufted 
before time commenced. This in part 'ip- 
pears from the manner of its firft publica^ 
tion in paradife, as Mofes hath recorded it 
in the fkcred hiftory. The cool majeftic 
fblemnity with which the whole procedure 
was condudled on that 'important occafion, 
and eipecially the putting^ the gracious' pro- 
K 4" ■ "inife 
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mife of a deliverer to our guilty parents, isi^' 
tp the form of a judicial fentence againft the' 
l^ahd apoftate who had (educed them, plain-? ' 
ly ihowed, that the conftitution which th^o 
Commenced was not an afterrtbought, qr 
xicwly-dcvifed expedient, but that all waj 
the refult of previous counfel and defign; 
that the rebellion had been forefeen before it 
was adled, and redemption decreed before 
die forfeiture was incurred. 

Many paflages might be quoted from the 
Old-Teftament writings, where the Father's 
choice and ordination of the Saviour are de- 
clared^ in the ftrongeft* and jnpft explicit 
terms. In one place he is intrpduced^ 
prodaiming his fovereigii pleafure in thefe 
words : ** Behold my fervant whom I up- 
" hold, mine eledl in whom my fo\;l de- 
^ lighteth : I haye pwt my Spirit upon him, 
•• he fhall bring forth judgement to the' 
•* GehtilesV' In another place, isyhere Met 
ikh himfelf is the fpeaker, the Father's 
cozmni^ion is thus acknowledged by him : 
^* The Spirit of the Lord God is lipon me,. 
^ htczuih the Lord hath anointed me to 
?* pi'each good tidings unto the meek, he 

** hafh 
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<* hath fent mi to bmd up thr btbkwft^ 
^* hearted, to ptodaiai liberty to the ciip- 
" tiyfes, arid the opening of tht prifbn to* 
*^ them that afe bdurid;*' And this laff 
4uotiition is more remarkable; betatifc thr 
Evarigelift Luke infohnsu*; that bur Lord^ 
after reading it ptiblidjr ill the fyttiigogur 
at Nazareth, dite&ly applied' it to tiimfelf^ 
by adding thefe words^ ^^ Thi« day is thit 
♦' Scriptufti fulfill^ in y6ur cars^"! JLtfAr 

iv. 21*. 

But there are. other declaratiojli* df cna* 
bleflTed Redeemer, iKrhichv v^ithottt aAy cir- 
cuit, ezpreis the lame ttXith, in' terms fo 
plain, that' it is^ inipbfljble for any~ body to 
xiuftake their meaning. " I proceeded forth/' 
laid he, ^* arid c»me frbin Gorf; neither 
^^ came I of myfelf, but he fent me/* — ^** I 
•* do riothing of iriyfelf, but as the Fathef 
^ hath taught x&e I fpeak thefe things, and 
^ he that fent me is with nie/' — ^ 1 came 
^^ from heaven to do the will of him that 
** fent me "-— •* I have not fpoken of myfelf, 
^* but the Father which fent me^ he gave 
^^ me a coriimandmierit what I diould fay, 
(^ and what I ihould fpeak/' Such explicit 

ac- 
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i^pkaawfcdgexnents from the .mouth of /'.the 
*!- faithful witacfs/' which, muft be f^mi-i 
liar to the ears of all who arc . cojiverfant 
with the lively oracles of truth, are fufliciept 
ip. illuftr^te the agency of the Father in^ 
framing,^ the, plan of .jnan's Redemption be- 
:fipre.tirae.:fommeBced, and in ordaining the 
Son tprcairy it into expcution.. 

^^iStf^(?»iil/|K, . jHis agency is no lefs confpi-. 
cuous in manifejltng the Saviour at th^ ap- 
pointed ffafon. 

It was ;he original promife, that " the- 
^V.feg d,..of the woman Ihould bruife the fer-, 
" .peat's- head." Accordingly we read^ GaL^ 
iv. /L -that " when the fuhiefs of the time 
"^ was come, God fent forjfh his Son made of^ 

V a woman i'^ The propriety of which ex-* 
preflion cannot^ fail to ftrike us vvrith pecur 
liar force^ j;vhen w^ recolledl what the an-, 
gel faid to M^ry, after |he ,had informed her, 
gf the high honour which God was about 
to confer upon her, Luke L 2^^. " The Holy. 
^' Ghoft fliall come upon thee, and the pow- 
^ ex of the Higheft ftiall overlhadpw thee : 
^' therefore alfo that holy thing which fliall 

« be 
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<^ be born of thee, ihall be called the Sob of: 
"'God." • .'All the predidlioas of the prp-e- 
phets concerning the time and place ' of ^the.! 
MefTiah's birth,' and the <:if€umftances pf 
the Jewilh oiatiion . at that important period^i^ 
were moft exa^ly fulfilled, : afr nugh& eafily. . 

be ihown. = : » . /::..■ *■ 

A fpecial meflenger was fent to prepare 
the world for his reception : This was Joha, 
the Baptift, (who : had likewife. been, forci^ 
told in ancient prophecy),- to whom the Fa«> 
thtr manifejied l\i^ promifed feed, by a vi-, 
iible defcent of the Holy Ghofl; at his bap* 
tifm, accompanied with a voice from lM0bf. 
ven, which f aid,. " This is my beloved Son^ 
** in whom I am well plealed." Which fig- 
nal and moft authentic atteftation was im- 
mediately publiihed by John to the men of. 
that age ; for this was the record he bare, 
John i. 32, 33, 34, " I £aw the Spirit de- 
^ . lending fro^i heaven like a. dove, and, it 
^V abode upon him.. And I knew him not: 
^^ but he that fent me to baptize with water^ 
^' the. fame, f^id: unto me. Upon whom thou 
^ fhaltfee (he Spirit d^fcending and remain- 
^' inj^onhim, th^fame is he which b^p^f 

" tizeth 
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jiim, and of his ptrfcA fatisfadtiQii vn!$i 
hh whole , coa4udt as . Aledi^tor. -~»This 
leads to the 

fourfbux^d Iq/l particular; lipoii Ivhidi 
it is as impojQible to fay enough, as it is 
xumeceilary to iaymuqh; namely^ the glory 
Be receimd from the Father as. the promifed 
and merited reward of his obedience and 
fufierings. 

Of this we have many lofty defcriptioos 
in Scripture. There . we arc told, that 
«< God who raifed him from the dead, hath 
^^ fet him . at his own right hand in the 
^^ heavenly places^ far above all principality, 
*^ and power, and plight, and dominion, 
^' and jevery name that is named^ not only 
^^ in this world, but alfo in that which is 
*^ to come : and hath put all thiii^s under 
*^ his feet, and given him to be the head over 
" all things to the church.'*-—" He is gone," 
fsuth our Apoftle, in the 3d chapter of this 
cpifUe, at the 2id veife,— ^" He is gone in- 
to heaven^ and is on the right hand of 
God ; angels, and authorities, and powers, 
lHpj|g^;;na4c,;iubi^ He is 

con- 
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conftituted the filial jjidge. of.; men; fotr 
^* God hath appoime4 .the day in which ho. 
^* will judge the world in righteoufiiefs by 
*' that man whom he hath ordained ; where-* 
** of he hath given aflfurance unto all men, 
" in that he raifed him from the dead.'' — — ^ 
*/ Then fhall the Lord Jefus be revealed 
" from heaven, with his mighty angels, in 
•* flaming fire, taking vengeance on them 
" that know not God, and that obey not the 
" gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift: who 
" £hall be puniflied with everlafting de- 
** ftrujdlion from the prefence of the Lord, 
** and frojn the glory of his power j when 
" he (hall come to be glorified in his faints, 
" and to be admired* in all them that be-' 
" lieve." The donation of this glory by 
his heavenly Father, and its connexion with 
his previous fuffering^ and death, are fo- 
lemnly acknowledged by our Lord himfelf, 
in that prayer which he uttered in the 
hearing of his difciples, John xvii. 4, 5* 
*^ I have glorified thee on earths I have 
** finiflied. the work which thou gavQft me 
" to dp. And now, O Father, glorify 
^* thou me with thine own felf, with the 
Vol. IL L « glory 
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•* gloiy which I had with thee before the 
^ world was." And both are cxprefsly aC- 
fcrted in the fame connedlion, Pbilip. iL. 
6^ — II. where the Apoftle firft relates the 
fcveral fteps of our Lord's humiliation, and 
then adds, ^ Wherefore God alio hath, 
" highly exalted him, and given him a 
f^ name above every name: That at the 
** name of Jefus every knee fhould bow, of 
** things in heaven, and things in earthy 
^ and things under the earth ; and that 
•* every tongue fhould confefs, that Jefiis 
** Chrift is Lord, to the glory of Grod the 
« Father/' 

Thus I have endeavoured to give you a 
fhort illuftration of the agency of the Far- 
ther in the work of man's redemption, aa> 
it is defcribed in this paflage. He ordained 
the Saviour ; — he mantfefted him .to the 
world; — he raifed bim up from the deadi-'^ 

he gave him glory. -; And all thofe par* 

ticulars are made known to us. For what 
end ? That our faith and hope may Be in God. 
Ama2:ing goodnefs \ What fhall we fay to 
this ? — " Lord, we believe j help thou our 
" unbelief-" 

Gaa 
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Can we entertain hard thoughts of that 
God, who hath not only done fuch great 
things for our recovery, but done them in 
a oianner fo demonftrative of his love, that 
it is impoflible for the jealoufy of guilt it- 
ielf to find oiit any feeming defect: in the 
encouragement they afford, or to devift 
any additional fecurity, ' for difpelling the 
fears, knd afluring the hopes, of the chief of 
finners ; who, confcious of deferved wrath, 
and confefling the juftice of the fentencc 
thit condemns them, flee for refuge to that 
landluary eredled by infinite wifdom and 
love, for the reception of thofe who look 
for protection no where elfe ? Unbelief, 
when viewed in the glafs of my text, chan- 
geth its afpedl j and inilead of timid di/irujl^ 
plainly appears to be daring prefumption. We 
give God the //>, when we put away from 
ourfelves the calls of his mercy, and of- 
fers of his grace : Whereas, by a humble 
and thankful acceptance of the Saviour, 
" we fet to our feal that God is true j'* and 
only render unto him the glory that is due to 
his name, as the God of love, the God who 
is love, evo^^ the Gpd and Father of our 

L 2 Lord 
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Lord Jefus Chrift, in whom he reconciles 
the world unto himfelf, not imputing their* 
trefpaffes untothem. 

A copious enlargement upon this branch^ 
06 my fiibjedl^. would carry me far beyondi 
the ordinary limits^ of, a- difcourfe : but a^ 
it is the will of God, that the heirs of jiro-- 
raife fhould have " a ftrong confolationi? 
r cannot conclude my remarks upon the- 
agency of the Father in the work of man's 
redemption, without reminding you of " the: 
" grace of ©ur Lord Jefus Chrift, who^ 
" though he wa,s rich, yet for our fakes be-r 
" came poor, that we through his poverty 
**• might be rich." — ^ He who was in the 
" fijrm of God^ and thought it not robbery 
*^ to be equal with God, made himfelf o£ 
" no. reputation j and took upon . him the 
** form of a fefvant, and was made in the 
" likenefs of men: and' being found ia fa*- 
" fbioh as a man,, he humbled himfelf ,^jm A 
*^ became obedient unto death, even the^ 
" death of the crofs^" The Father indeed* 
freely gave the Son to us ; but with equal 
freedom the Son gave hixTxihlf for us. Withr 
what alacrity did he accept the office o£ 

Mediator t. 
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Mediator ? " Lo, I come, — ^I clelight to do 
^ thy will: thy law' is within my heart.^* 
With what ardour did he execute the cdai- 
toiffion he had received ! " *I have a bap- 
^* tifm to be baptized with, and how am 1 
^* ftraitened till it be accompliftiedr* — " I,*^ 
faid he, *' am the good fhepherd ; the good 
" fhepherd ^/T;^]fi& his life for the fheep/' 
It is not violently taken from me ; 1 volun- 
tarily lay it down. Nay, he was not only 
a willing facrifice, like Ifaac, cbnfenting to 
be bound, and laid upon the altar ; but he 
himfelf was the prieft that offered the ik- 
^rifice : tor thus it is written in the epiftle 
to the Hebrews, <:hap. ix. 14. *' iThrou^ 
"^ the eternal Spirit, he offered himfelf with- 
^ out fpot tmto 'Goi.'^ 

Here then is funfliine' without a cloud. 
Around the throne of God, and of the 
Lamb, all s bright meridian 1, Vendor.' 
What pity is it that any gloom ftiould :tt 
upon our minds ?— *' /7 this was manifejled 
"** the lave of God towards wr, becaufe that 
^ God fent his only begotten . on into the 
** world, that they might live through him,'' 
I yohn iv. 9. — Tue love of Cbrijl was no kfs 

L 5 clearly 
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clearly manifejl^^ in his " xjivino himfelf 
** for us an oflFering and a facrifice to God^ 
" for a fweet-fmelling favour,"^ Eph^ v. 2. 

Thefe two memorable and interefting 
Sentences, like the cherubims which cover- 
ed the< mercy-feat, havfe their faces looking 
one towards another; and both fmile with 
complacence upon every returning prodi- 
gal. For to conneA thetn together, and 
bring them home to ourfelves, I need only 
dire<3: ypur attention to a third paflage of 
Scripture, where faith in the Son is ex- 
prefsly enjoined as an a£l of obedience to 
the will of the Father : i John iii. 2 j» 
" This - is the comm(ind of God, that we 
" fhould believe on the name of his Son 
^ Jefus Chrift."-- — Let us thi« day unite ' 
them all in our ferious n^editatipns at the 
table qf the Lord ; and improve them, as. we 
ought to do, for the eftablifhment of our' 
faithy and bope^ and joy. We are not ftrait- 
€ned in God : let us not be ftraitened in our 
own bowels ; for this is the call which he 
addreffeth to each believer in particular, 
** Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it/' 
Amen^ . 



SERMON VIL 

1 John v. ii. 

This is the record^ that God hath given to us 
eternaHife: and this life is in his Son. 

WHY do not all to whom thcfe good 
tidings are publifhed, receive them 
with humble gratitude and joy ? Are they 
cxpreffed in terms fo dark and ambiguous, 
that their meaning and ijnport cannot be 
-fully afcertained? or is the oflPer of life 
loaded with fuch hard conditions, as ex- 
ceed the powers of thofe to whom it is 
.addrelTed ? Were either of thefe the cafe, 
unbelief would be furniflied with fome- 
thing more than a plaufihle excufe. But 
«yery body muft be feufible, that neither 
of thefe objedlions can, with any colour of 
juftice, be charged upon the record as it lies 
before us in my text. To what then fliall 
* we attribute the cold reception nt meets 
with from the bulk qf mankind j the con- 
L 4 temptuous 
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temptuous rejedlion pf it; by many; and 
the violent oppofitiori that is made to it by 
jiot a few, 

I Ihall not pretend ;.iso, enumerate all the 
different caufe's that might be. afligned. 
There is oufi which, hbwcvft it may appear 

. a paradox to fome, doth, in my opinion, 
unfold the mod dangerous and fruitful 
fcource of infidelity. It is briefly this : — The . 
gofpel-record is too plain to be nnderftoo'd^ apd 
f 00 gracious to ht believed. 

Here is nothing above the level of the 
Ipweft ckpacity J nothing beyond the reach 
of the riioft degenerate among men. It re- 
quires no acutenefs to difcpver what is meant 
by a gift; and if the gift be free .:i.: diJP- 
encuiubered, all to whom it is oitcred are 
equally qualified to receive it. This pulh 

' up at once the reepeft-laid foundations of 
pride and vain-;':lory, and thwarts that love 
of diftindlion and pre - eminence which 
frpm the date of the apoftafy, hath been the 
fatal inheritance of the human kind. We 
cannot bear* the thought of being fed at a 
common tabl6, how richly foever that table 
l^ay be furnifhed. ' Ei^ch of us would wifh 
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to havoa portion peculiar to himfelf ; fome- 
thing that , rhighc denote a preference to 
others, and flatte^r that partial opinion which 
ev^ery one: fondly cherilheth of his own per- 
fonal importance. 

Hence it is, that the record of God hattl 
either been* altogether rejedled, or fo inter- 
lined with the glofles. of vain philofbphy, 
as to alter its very frame, and render it 
not only ineffetflual, but even adverfe, to 
thofe falutary purpofcs for which it was in- 
tended. 

The Almighty Independent Sovereign of 
the univerfe hath been tried at the bar of 
his own rebellious fubjedjts. There it hath 
been decided what is fit and becoming the 
high ftation he holds. Plans of admimftra- 
tion have been laid down for him, formed 
upon thofe fyftems of human government, 
which to each daring projector appeared 
the moft complete : whereas the abfurdiiy, 
as well as the arrogance, of all fuch at- 
tempts, are detedled and reproved by two 
very plain quellions, which the Apoftle 
Paul propofes in the nth chapter of his 
cpiftle to the {lomans, at the clofe j " Who 
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" hath known the mind of the Lord, or who 
*' hath been his counfellor? Or who hath 
** firft given to him, and it Ihall be recom'* 

" penled unto him again ?'* No man of 

common underftanding will heficate a mo- 
ment in giving an anfwer to tjiefe queftions, 
but will readily reply,— None hath been his 
<:ounfellor, neither is there any who hath 
firft given to God ; " for," as it immediate- 
ly follows, *' of him, and through him, ^nd 
*' to him, are all things.'* And yet how ob- 
vious, and how important, are the confe*^ 
quences of fuch acknowledgements ? 

For if none hath been his counfellor, it 
is plain, that none can know his mind, till 
ht fliall be pleafed to reveal it j nor even 
ihfsn can it be known any further than it is 
revealed. To fuppiy what is concealed, 
with conclufions drawn from, the reafonings 
of our own minds, would be the height 
of prefutxiption : We muft take his coua- 
. iel as it lies before us in the record he hath 
given us, without adding to it, or fubtra£t- 

ing from it. Again, if none hath firft 

given to him, how erroneous muft it be to 
mcaiure the divine adminiftratipn even by 

the 
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the fiCK>ft per&dl models of government 
among n^enj? Nay, if it would not feem 
another paraidpK) I could almofl venture to 
aSi^m, that the more perfeA anjr coaflitu- 
tioi^of hunian. government is, the lefa it ii 
adapted to 4^ 9- flandard in this matter. 
We reekoa that fyftem the'moft excellent, 
becaufe.mo1^>agree;^ble to the foundeft prin- 
ciples of reafon, by which the originai 
equality H2|f all men by nature is nioft eflfec- 
tually preferved J where eftablHhed law, to 
which die higheft are fubjed:, reftrains the 
hand of violence, and liipports the meaneft 
individual in the poffeffion of thofe privi- 
leges, which, without fuch protedion, ht 
might be unable to defend. But here no 
parallel can be drawn with regard to the 
divine government ; nor is there toom to 
reafon from thejpne to the other, even by , 
the remoteft analogy. The frame of human 
policy, the whole fyftem of legiflation, is 
Jbuik upon the bafi$ of private right and 
property : Whereas, in the kingdom of God, 
there is, there can be, no fuch thing as pro- 
perty on the fide of the govejrned: AH-the 
fubjeds are the creatures of the Supreme 

Ruler J 
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RiUer ; and whatever they poilefs, they de^ 
rive from him. The more they te'ceivc^ 
the greater db^oris ttey are to hi^ bounty: 
and when they iilipr&ve their truft to.thc 
titmoft extent of their capacity, they have 
ho caerit to plead j their fidelity can amount 
to nothing higher than in«iocence ; ' whiie 
the leaft failure renders them criminal, and 
liable to punifhment. 

So that, in the very nature of things, 
whatfoe ver God bellows upon the inoff per- 
, fe<ft of his creatures, niuft be "the efieiSt of 
pure grace and favour. And if all be fa- 
vour to the innocent, who have never left 
the ftatioh in which he placed them ; furely 
what is beftowed upon the. guilty, muft flow 
from the pureft grace, the moft condefcend- 
ing exercife of f:>vercign mercy. 
' And this is the light in which my text 
prefents to our view the record of God with 
regard to fallen man ; where the whole 
contents of the gofpel-conftitution are com- 
prehended in this fliort but emphatical fen- 
tcnce, 

Gvd hath given to us eternal life ; and this 
life is in his Son. 

It 



It confifls, you fee, oftwopartSw 't 

1. Gosi bath given to us eternal Ufc. -* * : 

a. This lifeu in bis Son. : ; 

I. The firft part of the record repreftnta 
the great Lord of all, ia the; endearing cha- 
raifler of a munificent benefadlor and tender*' 
hearted father, regarding his guilty crea- 
tures* with an cye^ of pity^ :and gracioufly in- 
terpofing for their relief, after they had wil- 
fully deftroyed themfelves. . 

I need not detain you with a tragical de* 
fcription of the fatal effedls of our apoftafy 
firom God* . It may fuflSce to remind you 
of what is written, /?(?/w^v. 12. ^\ By one 
" man fin entered into the world, and death 
** by fin.'* This is the yiew which my text 
leads us to take of the prefent ftate of fal- 
len man. He is not only become mortal^ ok 
liable to deaths ia the common aceeptatioa 
of that term;, but he is already dead, in the 
Hioft important and awful fenfe of the 
word^ He is feparated, or cut off, froni 
die only fource of life : and though he is^ 
ftill alive in this material world^ from which 
too he muft fooa remove j yet his connec- 
tion 
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tion is brofaen with the* fpiritaal world ; to 
that the diffolution of the body terminates/ 
at once his enjoyments and his hopes. 
Every thing beyond the grave muft wear 
an afpi<9: of horror :- nothing remains for 
him after that fatal period^ but *^a fei^ful 
*• looking for of judgement and fiery indigo 
** nation*'^ 

This may help ns to a proper coneeption 
both of the nature and worth of the bleffing 
here mentionea. The foundation of thi« 
eternal life is laid in reconciliation with God ; 
for by that we pafs from death to life; 
— the eflence of it confifteth in Hfcenefs to 
Gkxi ; -r- and it is perfedled in the beati- 
fic vifion, and full enjoyment of God- in 
heaven. 

The epithet eternal^ fuflSciently diftin- 
guiflieth it from that precarious kind of 
life we at prefent find ourfelves pofleffed o£ 
It is a life that is not fubjedl to death j nei- 
ther is it interrupted for one moment by 
tiie diffolution of the earthly tabernacle : on 
the contrary, it acquires new vigour, by 
that ftroke which feparates the foul from 
the body ; and then only arrives at full 

maturity. 
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maturity, when the man ceafeth to be any 
more an inhabit2|.nt of this world. 

But inftead of enlarging upon the nature 
and excellence of this ineftimable blefling, 
I would rather diredl your attention to the 
manner in which it is beftowed. And here 
the record is abundantly plain, God hatb 
GIVEN to us eternal life. The true import of 
the word gwen^ ' is clearly decided by the 
Apoftle Paul, when he fays, " The wages 
** of fin is death j but the gift of God is 
^ eternal life :^ where wages and gift are 
placed in diredl oppofition to one another ; 
^e firft being an exercife of juftice, the laft 
an adt of free and unmerited favour. And 
in this light the falvation of finners is uni- 
formly reprefented in the facred writings. 
^ It is y6ur Father's good pleafure," faid 
Chrift to his difciples, " to give you the 

" kingdom." ^ By grace are ye faved 

** through faith," faid St Paul ;" and that 
•« not of yourfelves, it is the gift of God." 
And again, " Not by. works of righteoufnels 
*' which we have done, but according to 
^ his mercy he faved us, by the walhing of 
^ regeneration^ and the renewing of the 

" Holy 
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** Holy Ghoft*'* Accordingly, .eternal life- 
is fly led an inberitiznce i which is infeparably: 
connedled with the relation of children : and 
as by the apoftafy we became enemies to 
God, it is not eafy to conceive how enemies: 
can be make children in any other way, 
than by an adl of the pnreft and mod fove- 
reign grace. 

Were God in any refpedl weak or. indi- 
gent ; could he be impoveriilied by the re- 
volt of his fubjedls, or hurt by the violent 
efforts of their enmity ; it might be wifdom 
to court their return by the offer of a re- 
ward, and even to cop.nedl the reward with, 
fuch gentle conditions as the proudeft heart 
might eafily digefl : but this, you muft be 
fenlible, is not the cafe we are confidering. 
God ftands in no need of us, or of our ler- 
vices. It requires no exertion of flrength 
to crufh his rebellious fubjedls : if he with- 
draw for one moment the fupport of hi&. 
power, they perifh j for " in him they all 
*' live and move :" fo that if punifliment be 
deferred, and, ftill more, if benefits be con- 
ferred, no qaufe can be affigned for either 

but 
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but his own fovereign pleafurc, the felf- 
moving goodnefs of his nature* 

Were thefe plain truths attended to, much 
vain jangling and ftrife of words might be 
prevented, and a ready folution found of 
many of thofe feemingly intricate queftions, 
with which ferious and awakened minds are 
oft-times perplexed and difcouraged* 

It is one of the mpft obvious didlates of 
* {bund reafon, that the creature owes its 
cxiftence to the pure favour of the Creator. 
It is equally obvious, that it can only live 
by thofe means which the Creator hath ap- 
pointed. Every fpecies of animals hath its 
peculiar aliment ; fo peculiar, that what is 
food to one fpecies,' is not only ufelefs, but 
frequently noxious to another : — a plain con- 
vincing evidence of their immediate and 
abfolute dependence upon the will of that 
Being ^ whofe workmanfhip they all are. 
Whence is it, that thofe materials upon 
which the elephant grows to a bulk fo enor- 
mous, ^an aflFord no fuftenance to the com- 
paratively diminutive body of man ? No 
anfwer can be given but this, — The Creator 
hath not chofen and^blelTed them for that 

Vox IL M end. 
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end*^ Every attempt to live by any other 
means than God hath appointed, is an at-r- 
tempt to live not only independent of Gpd, 
but in defiance of his will. Adam tried the 
experiment, and thereupon became mortal : 
for it was not the quality of the forbidden 
tree, but the prohibition of the Creator, that 
armed his trefpafs with the fatal fling. 

And can the nobler, the fpiritual Ufe^ be 
lefs intimately connedled with ' its Author 
than the animal one? If that be lofl by 
wilful tranfgfeffion, doth it require lefs 
power*or lefe grace to reflore it ? Or can the 
revolted creature plead any right to the re- 
ftitution of a benefit which was freely he- 
flowed at firft, and, even before it w^. 
forfeited, owed its continuance to the good 
pleafure" of the giver ? The abfurdity is fo 
glaring, that every one muft perceive it as 
foon as it is mentioned. The bleffing of 
eternal life is, and can be, no other than 
the record hath declared it to be^ the free 
and*fbvereign gift of God.. 

An hard laying this to the vain fons of 
Adam, wh> would always fiad fomething 
in themlieives to boalt of ! but abio:ucely 

ncceflary 
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neceflary to bring them back to that cheer- 
ful dependence upon^ and willing fubjedion 
to the Father of their fpirits ;. ^H^hich is the 
only healthful andorderly ftate of creature?; 
the happinefs whereof they forfeited by as- 
piring to become gods. This appears to be 
the aim of all God's difpenfations to the 
children of men ; and is exprefsly declared 
to be the ultimate end of the gofpel-confti- 
tution, I Cor. i. 30. " Of him are ye in Chrift 
" Jefus, who of God is made unto us wiC- 
*• dom, righteoufnefs, fandlification, and re- 
** demption: that, according as it is written, 
** He that glorietb^ let bim ^lory in the Lord^^ 
Thefe few remarks may ierve to throw 
light upon the firft part of the record, God 
bath given to us eternal life^ 

11. The fecond branch of it doth farther 
inform us, that this life is in his Son. 

Though God adled as a fovereign, in con- 
ferring fo great a gift upon any of the dead 
pofterity of Adarti, and could not be influ- 
enced to this adt of grace by any other mo- 
tive than what he found in his own eflen- 
tial goodnefs j yet it became his wifdom to 
M 2 exer- 
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cxercife mercy in fuch a manner, as fhoulcf 
be expreflive of his real chara6ler, and give 
a true and full reprefentation of his other 
petfedlions to all his intelligent creatures. 

Holinefs belongs to God as well z,^goodnefs; 
and the fceptre of his kingdom is " a fceptre 
" of rigbteoufnefs /* and therefore wifdom 
required^ that while his mercy triumphed 
in the falvation of finners, his holinefs (hould 
at the fame time £hine forth in all its g;lory, 
by fuch a public and awful condemnation 
of fin, as fhould demonftrate his infinite ab- 
horrence of that accurfed thing, with no 
lefs convincing evidence, than if the fwjyrd 
of juftice had defcended with unabated force 
upon the guilty heads of the criminals themp 
felves. 

This was done iii the moft effedtual man- 
ner, by the fufferings of his only-begotten 
and well-beloved Son, in that very nature 
which had offended, — When he " who was* 
** in the form of God, and thought it not 
** robbery to be equal with God, made him« 
*• felf of no reputation, took upon him the 
** form of a fervant, and being found ia 
*^ fafluon as a man, humbled himfelf, and 

^ became 
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"^ became obedient unto death, even the 
** death of the crofs j" — tben indeed was 
^' fin condemned in the flefh/' and the 
righteoufnefs of God not only revealed, but 
magnified, as it is written, Rom. iii. 25. 26. 
*' God hath fet forth his Son to be a propi- 
^* tiation,/ through faith in his blood, to de- 
" clare' [or manifeft] his righteoufnefs for 
* ** the remiflion of fins :— that he might be 
" juft,'* and appear to be fo, ^' whenhe juf^ 
•* tifies thofe that Uelieve in Jefus/* — ^Thus, 
the facrifice of Chrift is the meritorious 
caufe of that juftification of the finner, 
which not only delivers him from prefent 
condemnation, and future wrath ^ but, in 
^onfequence of the grant annexed to the. fa* 
-crifice, doth likewife invefl him with a right 
to life that fhall never end, and even intro* 
duce him to the pojGfeffion. of that inefti- 
mable bleffing. Hence believers are faid, in 
the preceding chapter, to live through Chrift, 
as the propitiation for their fins. ^ In this 
** was manifefted the love of God towards 
** us, becaufe that God fent his only begot^ 
" ten Son into the world, that we might live 
** through him." " Herein is love, not that 
' M 3 ' " W4e 
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^ we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
** fent his Son to be the propitiation for our 
*^ fins." 

But there is an obvious difference be- 
tween living through^ or by means of Chrift, 
and having life in Chrift; which laft is the 
form of expreflion in my text. Nothing 
lefs caa be meant by a phraf« of fuch in- 
tenfe fignitication, than, \JI^ That the Son, 
as Mediator, is in full poffeflion of all that 
life which is the gift of the Father ; — 2///j', 
That he is the fole fountain or Iburce from 
whence life flows to finners of mankind j — ^ 
and, 3^//j', That in him life is fo effedlually 
fecured for all who believe on his name, that 
no adverfe power fhall be able to deprive 
them of it. — And if we confult the lively 
oracles of truth, we fhall find each of thefe 
particulars not only implied, but afferted, 
in the cleareft and ftrongeft terms. 

The Jirji is written as with a fun-beam 
on altaoft every page of this facred book. 
♦* The Word was made flefh,'' faith our 
Apoftle, in the ift chapter of his gofpel, at 
the 14th verfe, '^ and we beheld his glory, 
^ the glory as of the only begotten of the 

" Father, 
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k '** Father, full of grace, and truth : 

" and of his fulnefs have all we^ received, 
" and grace for grace/' It was our Lord's . 
own declaration, yohn v. 16. that " as ' the 
" Father hath life in hinafelf ; fo hath he 
^* given to the Son to have life in himfelf" 
Accordingly St Paul, fpeaking of the Son 
in his official characSler as head of the 
church, thus writes to the Coloffians, {-CUoJfi 
i. 19.), " It pleafed the Father, that in him 
*' fhould all fulnefs dwell." And that none 
might miftake the nature of that fulnefs^ he 
explains it by another paflage in that fame 
cpiftle, Colojf. ii. 9. *' In him dwelleth all 
the fulnefs of the Godhead bodily." — ^To 
which he fubjoins thefe emphatical words, 
" Ye are complete in him/' — ^It is written, 
John iiL 2^^. " The Father loveth the Son, 
" and hath given all things into his hand." 
This was the tellimony of John the Baptift 
concerning him j who informs us in par- 
ticular, that the Spirit^ by which the dead 
fi|ir}er is quickened, and born into a new 
world, " was not given by meafure unto 
" him." And we are further allured, that 
he is now in polleffion of that Jieavenly 

M 4 king- 
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jkingdom, where the fpiritual life begun at 
the new birth in* the hearts of his people, 
fhall arrive at full maturity, and be enjoyed 
in perfedlion through all eternity. Thus it 
appears, that the Son, as Mediator, is poC- 
feffed of all that life which is the father's 
gift to iinners of mankind. 

^dly^ We are taught with equal plain^ 
nefs, that the Son hath the entire difpofal of 
life, and is the fole fountain or fource from 
whence it flows. Thus our Lord faid to the 
Jews, JobfiY. 21. " Ais the Father raifeth 
^* up the dead, and quickeneth them, even 
'" fo the Son quickenejth whom he will.'* 
In his conference with Martha at the fepul- 
chre of her brother Lazarus, he ftyled him- 
£df the rejurre^ion and the life; and added, 
*' He that believeth in me, though he were 
'^ dead, yet fhall he live : and whofoever 
^ liyeth, and believeth on me, jQiall never 
^' die." — The manner of imparting this life 
he illuftrates by the fimilitude of a vine 
and its branches. •* I," faid he, ♦* am the 
^ vine, and ye are the branches. As the 
** branch cannot bear fruit of itfelf, except 
^^ it abide ift the vine j no more can ye, 

" except 
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^ except ye abide in me : For without me 
** (or feparated from me) ye can do no^ 
** thing." Accordingly he gets the name of 
** the head^ from which all the' body, by 
^ joints and bands having nourifhment mi- 
" niftered, an4 knit together, increafeth 
^' with the increafe of God." — ^The clofc^ 
nefs of this union is thus expreiled, i Cor. vi. 
17. " He that is joined to the Lord is one 
" SPIRIT." — And the Apoftle Paul, in de- 
fcribing his own life as " a man in Chrift," 
Gal. u. 20. after having faid, " I am cru- 
** cified with Chrift," he immediately fub* 
joins, " neverthelefs I live ; yet not I, but 
^ Cbrift livetb in me ; and the life which I 
** now live in the flefh, I live by the faith 
** of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
•* gave himfelf for me." — ^And this leads to 
the 

^d Particular I mentioned^ as included 
in that ftrong exprefDon, This life is in bis 
Son; namely. That in him it is cffedlually 
Jecured for all that believe on him, fo that 
no adverfe power ihall be able to deprive 
them of it. Nothing can be more explicit 

upon 
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Bpon this head than our Lord's own words^ 
John X. 27. et feqq. " My flieep hear my 
^ voice, and I know them, and they follow^ 
" me. And I give nnto thetn eternal life, 
** and they Ihall never perifh, neither Ihall 
•* any pluck them out of my hand. My 
** Father which gave them me is greater 
^ than all: and none is able to pluck them 
•* but of my Father's hand. I and my Fa- 
•* tber are one.'* — It is probable that Paul 
had this declaration in his eye, when he 
thus wrote to the Chriflians ^ at Colofle^ 
Cololf nu 3. " Your life is bid (that is, 
*^ fafely lodged) with Chrtjl in God." In- 
deed the treafure was too precious to be 
committed to any creature. Of this, the 
example of Adam, in his greateft perfection, 
affords a ftriking proof. How foon was his 
own life, and the life of all his poltenty, 
forfeited in his hands ? Not the higheft 
feraph, none o.her but Emmanuel, God in 
our nature, was equal to the truft. But 
with him it is ill abfolute fafety. He is 
able to keep that which the Father hath 
committed to him : And therefore, ". be- 
^ i;aufe he liveth, all who have fled to him 

*^ for 
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^ for refuge, fliall live alfo ;*' and may be 
fully aPured, that " when he who is their 
" life Ihall appear, then ftiall they likewife 
** appear with him in glory." Accor- 
dingly, the Apoftle fubjoins to my text. 
He that hath the. Soti^ hath life. ^He doth 
not fay, he Jhall have life at fome diftant 
period, but he hath it already, in prefent 
pofleflion. And well might he lay fo, 
when he recoUedled thefe words of our 
Lord, which his own pen had recorded ia 
the 6th chapter of his gofpel, " I am the 
** bread of life. — I am the living bread ivhicb 
" came down from heaven : if any man eat of 
*' this breads he Jhall live for ever. — Asy the 
** living Father hath fent me^ and I live by 
5* the Father ; fo he that eatetb me^ even he 

" Jhall live by me^ For how can he die 

who f eedeth upon that which giveth life ? 
and He furely mud have life in all its extent 
and perfedlion, whofe fuftenance or aliment 
is no other than effential life itfelf. 

Hence it appears, how much they miC- 

take the golpel-conftitution, who reprefent 

eternal life as a diftant reward, fufpended 

. upon tbi^ performance of certain conditions; 

on 
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on the part of the creafur e : whereas falva- 
tion through Chrift, though perfeded in 
heaven, is a prefent falvation ; of which 
the various particulars, which are. comt^ 
monly ftyled terms oi acceptance with God, 
are in truth conftituent parts, fuited to the 
prefent (late of Chriftians ; and ought there- 
fore to be confidered as the genuine air- 
ings, and confequently the proper eviden- 
<:es, of life received from Chrift, but not 
as the conditions or means of obtaining it. 
That our^ Apoftle viewed the matter in this 
light is evident, from the 13th verfe of thi« 
chapter; where, in the review of the large 
account he had given of th;^ fpecial duties 
that belong to believers, and the charadlers 
by which they are diftinguiflied, he thus 
concludes : " Thefe jthings have I written 
** unto you that believe on the name of the 
** Son of God," (not that ye may obtain, 
but), ** that ye may know that ye have eter- 
« nal life," by the free gift of the Father^ 
in - confequence of your union with his 
bleffed Son, who hath the fulnefs of life in 
his hand, as the proprietor^ the difpenfer^ 
and the guardian thereof. For eternal life 

doth 
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doth really commence at that happy mo- 
ment, when, by the new birth, we enter 
into the family of God, and become his 
children threugh faith in Chrift Jefus. /' 

Thus far have I endeavoured io illu- 
ftrate the record that God hath given con- 
cerning his Son. Permit me th/n to afk, 
after all you have been heariiig, in what 
light doth the God and Father of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift now appear to you ? — Is he 
that objedl of terror, which the jealoufy of 
an evil confcience is apt to paiiit him? — r 
Can you rationally conclude, or is there 
even room to fufpedl, that he is an enemy 
to your happinefs ? — Oh ! with what eyes 
do they read thi« facred volume, who are 
capable for a moment of entertaining fuck 
ft* thought ? Is it not the obvious tendency, 
as well as the declared purpofe of every 
thing contained in the Scriptures of truth, 
to prove what the Apoftle twice repeats in 
die preceding chapter, God is love ? 

What kind of evidence would fatisfy- 
you ? It i^ my earneft defire that the que- 
ftion fhould be fully tried My intereft in 

the 
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the decifion is equal to yours : nofie hatk 
• more to gain or to lofe than I have, 

Devife the fecurity that you efteem moft 
valid : let nothing be omitted that you can 
iuppole would be of avail for binding the 
mojft artful and fallacious of your fellow- 
men ; and when you have done, I challenge 
you to mention one article among them all, 
that is wanting in the fecurity which God 
hath freely aflPorded you. 

When a bare declaration of one's good in- 
tention doth not fatisfy us, we may afk a 
promife\ and if doubts ftill remain, we may 
proceed to require • the interpofition of an 
oatb\ but there we muft reft as to verbal 
fecurity : " An oath for confirmation is an 
^* end ot all ftrife." Need I remind you, that 
without your iblicitation, God hath been 
gracioufly pleafed to give you all thefe? 
** For God being willing more abundantly to 
** fhew unto the heirs of promile the immu- 
•* tability df his counfel, confirmed it by 
** an oath, that by two immutable^ things, 
^* in which it was impoflible for Gpd to lie, 
** we might have a ftrpng confolation who 

" have 
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^ have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the 
" hope fet before us." 

When perfonal obligation is not deemed 
fufficient, a cautioner^ or furety, is another 
expedient which human wifdom hath de- 
vifed. And is not fuch an one provided by 
the great God ? Not a creature, though of 
the higheft order, but his own Son^ by 
whom all things were made, even Jefus, the 
Mediator of the new covenant, who is 
exprefsly ftyled the Jurety of a better tefta- 
meht. »' 

If, , after all, any jealoufy remains, we 
muft next, I fuppofe, have recourfe to legal 
fecurity, and may demand a written obliga- 
tion, a deed executed with every eflential 
formality. — ^Now, what kind of deed hath 
greateft force and validity ? None, I apprcp 
hend, is more univerfally held facred and 
inviolable than a tejiament. This was Paul's 
opinion, when he faid, G^L iii. 15. " Though 
" it be but a mkn's teftament, yet if it be 
** confirmed, no man difannulleth, or addeth 
" thereto." And are not we furniflied with 
this very fpecies of obligation ? — a tefta- 
ment confirmed and rendered unalterable 

by 
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by the death of the teftator; with this ad^ 
ditional fecurity againft its being abflradled, 
erafed, or defeated, by the infidelity of 
thofe to whom the execution of it may be 
committed,* (a fecurity which never did, nor 
ever can, exift in any other cafe),, name-^ 
ly, that the teftator, who died to give it 
force, revived, and liveth for evermore, to 
be the executor of his own^deed in its ut- 
moft extent. 

Can any thing further be required ? 
If diftruft be very great, one might perhaps 
wi£h to hkve a valuable pledge^ fomething 
of equal worth put into his hand, till the 
' obKgation be fulfilled. What fliall I fay f 
—Let unbelief blufh„ and be afhamed to 
open its mouth any more, when it looks to 
the unfpeakable gift of God^ and hears how 
Paul reafons \ipon it, Rom, viii. 32. *• Jle 
" that fpared not his own Son, but deliver- 
^ ed him up for us aU, how iball he not 
'' with him alfo freely give us all things ?'* 

k is really aftonifhing, that fuch profu- 
fion of evidence fliould not excite in men a 
greater curiofity to difcover the true reaibn 
and defign of it. Were a fuperior tranfadl- 

ing 
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ang with us in the way of bargaiu, though 
he fhould prof efs that he meant to do jas . a 
favour, would not the oflfer of . fuch multi.* 
plied fuperabyndant fecurity for the perfor-^ 
mance of his part pf the agreepaent, difcqver 
fuch an anxiety to get the bargain conclu- 
ded, as would naturally brqed in us a fecret 
fufpicion, that however moderate and equi- 
table the terms propofed might appear, yet, 
upon the whole, the chief advantage would 
accrue to himfelf ? Now, it is agreed on all 
hands, that to impute any fuch interefted 
views to the Great Sovereign of the univerfe, 
would be equally abfurd and blafphemous : 
for how differently foever men have con-^ 
ceived of the gpfpel-conftitution, it is , uni- 
verfally admitted to be a covenant of gracd 
And yet, my brethren, if eternal life be not 
a gift abiblutely free, but the wages of fer- ' 
vice to be done by us, I cannot help think- 
ing, that, let the terms propofed^ be, ever fo 
moderate, yet fuch means employed for 
gaining our confent.to them, could.Jiardly 
fail to timdlure our minds with fome degree 
of thefe evil furmifings t have mentioned- 
Whereas, upon the plan of the record^ as ,ex- 
VoL.IL N preffed 
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prefled in my text, every part of the divine 
procedure appears pcrfe6tty wife^ confiftent,, 
and gracion^^ Gad^ndman are reprefented 
in dieir proper charaAers : God^ infinitely 
good, and independently happy ; fhowing 
mercy » tlic miserable who derived their 
exiftence from him, and have nothing ta 
^ve bxxt what his own bounty hath beftowed 
upon them : Man^ on the other hand, m 
his fallen ftate, a guilty^ and^ of. con(e-^ 
qnence, a fear&l, fafpicious creaticre ; con- 
icious that he defends pvnifhment, and hard 
to be per&aded that there is fb muck 
goodneft widi God, as freely to^ pardoa 
his offences,, and receive him again, into 
favour. Thefe fears beget and cherifh that 
enmitf 2Lgaknik Godj which is the diftinguiih- 
ing charadleriftic of the carnal mhtd. We feel' 
die effeds of injuries upon our own hearts^, 
and we are apt to judge of God by what we 
feel in ourfelves. 

it was to. vanquifh this diftnift, diat God 
hath condefcended. to d^al with us in the 
nwrnnerl have reprefented j that by giving 
us every kind of affurance that jealoufy it* 
felf can devife, we may be reduced to this 

xncceflity,, 
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tiecelilty, either to give God the lie ; — or^ 
being convinced that he u love^ to n\f 
upon his faithful word of protnif^ ; belie^ 
ving that he who beflowed life at firft^ by 
a free adt of the pureft bounty^ hath good*^ 
nefs enough to reftore life after it hath been 
forfeited^ by another «5t of as free mercy 
and grace. This is the plain account which 
the Scriptures give us of faith in Chri(L 
•• If we receive the witneft of man/' faith 
our Apoftie in the 9th verfe of this chapter^ 
•• the witnefs of God is greater f * and, John 
m. ^^. receiving the divine teftimony is 
find to be a fetting to our fed that God is 
true. Accordingly, in the verfe preceding 
my text, unbelief is repreiimted as deriving 
its chief malignity from this very circum* 
ftance, that it denies the truth of God 2 For 
i^us it is written, ^^ He that beli^vech not 
^ God, maketh him a liar } becaufe he be- 
^ lieveth ndt the record that God gave of 
•• his Son/* And this is the record^ that God 
bath given to ut eternal ii/ei and this life is ift 

bis Som 

You feo, then, upon the whole, one 

great end of the holy facrament of our 

.V N a LordV 
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Lord's Supper, and the ufe we ought to* 

make of it.-^ Here Chrift is reprefenteA 

to us as the propitiation for our fins ; ** fuf- 
*^ fering, the juft for the unjufl, that he 
** might bring us to God J' And we are 
affured, that in confequence of his obedi^ 
ence unto death, whereby the unchangeable 
right eoufhefs^ of God was. fully difplayed, 
and infinitely glorified, he is now exalted to 
the throne,, and hath eternal life committed 
to his diipofaly that he piay impart it ta all 
who are made wilting to receive it as the 
gift of his Father, through the merit of his 
blood. Now, it is the exprefs command; erf 
God, that we believe on the name of his 
Son Jefus Chrifib:. and it is the no }^fB ex- 
prefs declaration of the Sbn^ that he will in 
aa wife caft out fkch as^ come unta him. 
Nay, in this condefcend^ing : ordiniaaice, he- 
Cometh to us ; and under the vifible iym^ 
bols of bread and wine, gives ^himfelf, with 
all the fulnefs of life that dwelleth in him,, 
to every believing fbuL^ — rrrWhajt then is 
the counterpart that belongs to us ? Is it 
not to behold and admire the amazing love 
of God, that we may be no more faithlefa, 

but 
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%ut believing? — Is it not to do what the 
ifraeiite was dire<5led to do, when he brought 
zthe appointed facFifice to the **iiigh prieft ? 
He laid his hand upon the head of the vic- 
itim; and confeffing his fin over it, acknow- 
ledged, that he was dead in law ; and that 
what remained of life, was to be held by 
him purely in virtue of that pai^don which 
G:od had gracronfly annexed to the facnfice. 

In like manner, let us go to the altar 

of God ; and over the memorials of that in- 
finite facrifice, chofen and accepted by the 
Father, in which his own dear Son is both 
4iie prieft and the vidlim, let us acknow- 
ledge our forfeiture of life, and juftify the 
^ntence whereby we were condemned to 
die; explicitly declaring, in th^ fight of God, 
angelG[, and men that, renouncing every 
other, claim, we thankfully accept eternal 
life, as the gift of God through Jcfus Chrifi ;"' 
and cotofbnt to hold it^folely by v&// right, 
who died that we mi|;ht live through him. 
.Ametu - .1. - ? t . ~ 
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HeBRXWS X. 19. — 22. 

Jiving therefore^ bretbreu^ boldnefs to enter 
Into the boUeJi by the blood of Jefus^ by a neiv 
and Bving way which he bath confecrated 
for us through the vail^ that is to fay^ his 
Jlejh ; and having an high prieji over the 
boufe of God: let us draw ^lear wttb a true 
hearty in full affurance of faith ^ having our 
hearts fprinkled from an evil confcience^ and 
our bodies wajbed with pure water^ 

EVERY thinking pcrfoo, wbofe mind 
hath been enlightened to form juft ap* 
l^reheqfiaos of God^ and . of himfelf, will be 
anxious to obtain a fatisfying anfwec to the 
foIlowin|^ queftious : . ^ ; -. 

1. What encouragement hath a iinner. ^ 
4raw n^ar to God ? and, 

2. After what manner fhall he draw near 
tQ him, fo as ^ find acceptance ? 

Some, 
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Some^ I know, look upon them both as 
very eafy fubjedh o£ inquiry, Th y have 
luch low coBcqptto^s of the divine purky^ 
^and €0 high an opinion of their own dig- 
nity smd wortib, that they fee little, if any 
occafion at aU, for a reconciling mediator 
to introduce them into the. ppeience of. 
God. They admit, that repentance fcnr 
what hath been done amiifs, appears highly 
reafonable, and perhaps may be necefiary; 
but when, like men lof candamr and probity, 
they have confeiled their £iiults, and hum* 
bled themfelves £0 €a as to afk forgiveness, 
and to proixufe amendment, then, they pro* 
iiime, that God is too generous to require 
any further reparation; that he will readi- 
ly pardon what is paft, and receive them 
into favour, as if they had never ofSuided 
^im. . 

But however fudb peribns may magnify 
their own fooliih imaginations, and arro- 
:gantly ftyle them the didlates of reafbn ; 
yet it night eafily be democ^i^ed, that 
diis £:heme is abfblutely irrational, and isr 
capable of giving fatisfadion to any ferious 
Hdprejudiced mind. Nothmg can be more 
N 4 obvious, 
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obvious, than that the Source of all being 
deferves the fupreme love, an4 the mod per-' 
fe6i unceafing obedience, of the creatures ho 
hath made: This is the true law7 of nature^ 
that IS, a law founded in thp. nature of: God 
andof mao* .'It is: no arbitrary conftitution, 
but ^infinitely -fit anxL reafdnable in itfelf ; 
and therefore equally incapable eitlier of re-^ 
geal or abatement; fo that;' in the language 
o^ our ihorter : catechifm, : every deviattoa 
ircm it deferveth' God's wrath and curfc^ 
both in thisjife^and in jthat which is to come* 
Jsfor would -it be coofiftentc with the holinefs 
and; juftice of God, to remit the puniihment^ 
and receive the tranfgreflbr. into favour^ 
without fuch a public fatisfadtion to juftice, 
as may teftifyhis abhorrence of all unrigh-. 
ifednfaeis, and.his refolution to fupport*the 
authority of his law, as eflTedlually as the duo 
imabated punilhment of the finner himfelf 
could da Thefe are the didlates of found 
yeafbn j and therefore all whofe minds baive 
hefQTi awakened to ferious. .<:onfidc5ationi. wi}i 
t)e folicitQus^: to know = What ^jencouragetP^i]^ 
fhey have to draw near, to .af.hqly andtjgfe-: 
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tcous God 5 -rand bow they fhoiild approach 
him fo-A& to And acceptance. 
- ;Now, to.eich of thefe inquiries, the pal^ 
fitge^IJiai^e been reading. affords a diredt andi 
fatiefying aaOseni . '\ . . ir 

I. If any Ihall affcj/What wairrant or^«n- 
couragemenih hath a cceature^ conifcious . of 
guilt, to draw: near to Ji iGod oi unfpottcd: 
holinefsy: aiid inflexible i)uiJi<:e ? ., .. 
' The Ap0fU^.will(in£priahini) that the chief 
of finners (for this was xh» title he affumed tO; 
himfelf, i Titn, i. 15.) h^^boldnefs^ or (ac- 
cording to^thpimarginal reading) liberty to enter 
mto the boli(ftyJby.'tbe blood ofjejusy by a ne'U} 
and living Tmy^, which b^^ :ia the, icharadler pf 
bigb-friejl over the houfe of God^ bath confe-* 
crated for us through the vaily that is^ to fay^ 
biijlejby or th2it;human^natufe in which he 
fu&red,.:a$ a- propitiatory Tacrifice, or fin- 
offering, . ia our pkce, : . ^ , 
, .Jt wU. readily occur to you, that all thefe 
peculiar ;fi^Hpt^ ;^'of -expreiliop allude to the 
inftituted a^afiSiof accefs to God under 

tjie Molaiif 4ifpei^{ttip^ •• ^4 ^^% were to be 

wifhed. 



\ 



f94 SERMON VHL 

^ifbfifd^ that Chriftians were better acquainted' 
With that ancient ^ woiihip than they com* 
inoqly are 3 for without i^me koowlcdlge of 
this kind, much, i need not iky of the beauty 
and energy of the New-Teflamear language, 
but even of ks true meaning and import, 
muft ^fcape their obfervation. 

The principal iervice of this day wiU not 
^rmit me to fpend £0 much time as would 
be neTClTary for. tracing out the federal parts 
of the allufion witik perfpicuity and accu-^ 
racy: it rauit at preAitit iufBct to giire yoa 
a gQn^ral riew of the ApolUeV reafoaing ia 
tte fbregoing part of this epiftie, with 
whkh my texf is evidently /connected, bm 
3i6i obvious inference, and praiStical concl«« 
fion. 

There we are informed, that the corre* 
fpomlence with the €rod- of Itirael, in all the 
public exerci(fefe of religious Wor&ip, w« 
maintained and conducted by che inter*- 
vention of the high-priefL Noiie of the 
Other Jews, of whatever rank or office, were 
permitted in per f on to approach the fym- 
bols of the divifie prefence. To him alone 

it 
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it belonged to pafs through the cumiii or 
vail, which feparated the firft tabernacle, 
wherein the ordinary priefts ' miniftered, 
from the fecond tabernacle, or holieft of all, 
wliich had the golden cenief, and the ark 
of the covenant, with the cherubftes of 
glory over it, fhadowing the mercy-feat 
** Into this fecond tabernacle,** faith the 
Apoflle, at Che 7th verfe of the preceding 
chapter, *♦ went the high*prieft alone,- once 
^f every year, not without 4)lood, which he. 
" offered for himfelf, and for the errors of 
** the people." He then proceeds ta obleihre,' 
that the office of high^prieft, the world- 
ly fanduary^ and the various ordinances of 
divine fervice which belonged to it, were 
only figures for the time then prefent ; and 
plainly fliows, that they were all typical 
of, derived their fignificancy from, and 
received their full accdmplifhment in, the. 
priefthood and facrifice of Jefiis Chrift; 
whio, *^ by%i greater and more petfeft ta- 
♦• bemacle, not madb with h^ds, that is 
. *♦ to fay, »« of this' building ; neither by 
^ the jbilood of goat* and "calves, but by 
^ hi^ cwtt blood, entered in once into the 

« holy 
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*y holy , place, having obtained, eternal re^ 
** demptioa for us.** After which, he goes 
on to prove; \rith , great force and .perfpi^ 
ctiity, that what he' calls th&J^^ covenant^ or 
the; MfifaU conftitufjon^^ .carried. in iiis very 
f€HrnirrOt:\afp$<5l the xnpft legible marks of 
i^pi$rfe(3:ion apd dec^y. ' No permanent 
high-prieft belonged to it, that office being 
exertiied by men compared ^ about with^ 
infirmities; each: of whom^ by death, gave-, 
placQ. CO his fucceflbn Befideji, thcgift*- 
and iacrifices they pffered were, : in, their 
dwn n^ure, fo^ meaa^ 4nd « incoiifiderable, 
" that, they could .jguot make hi». tb^t did 
" the fervice perfe^^ as peiitaiqing tp the; 
*^ confcience : for it was impoii^ble that 
^ the blood, of goats and of calvep ^ihould,'* .. 
by any, iQtriAfic virtue, " take away fin." 
P^ay, thje ^i^ppetition of thefe i^c):ifi(e$ was. 
a plain confeflion of their wj^akpieis, and: 
infufficiencyj as the Apoftle r^foj^s ;:tno(l . 
conclufively in the beginning of this «hap^ • 
ter. **;For the law,'' faith he, " havingca-- 
*^ fhadow of. good things to coqi^, ^nd not 
" the very image of the things, ♦caii'tiever,'^ 
** with thofib facrifice^; whijph itjioy-v^^ered* 

" year 
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*^.year by year cominnally, make the co- 
•* mei's thereunto perfedl. For then," adds 
he in the form of a queftion, " would, they 
** not have ceafed to • be offered ? becauie ' 
*♦ that the worfhippers, once purged, ihould 
** have had no more confcicnce of ■ fiaa. 
" But in thofc faci-ifices there is a remencir 
^ branee again made of fins once every 
^ year." Whereas Chriil is an ever-living 
and unchangeable high-prieft. The blood 
which he offered is of iiifinite worth and 
efficacy, being the blodd of iLmmanud, God 
in our nature. Apcordingly there is no re- 
petition of his facrifice : for thus the Apoftle 
proceeds at the irth verfe, " Every high- 
•^ priefl ftandeth daily miniftering, and 
** offering oftentimes; the fame facrifices, 
•* which can never take away fins : but this 
** man,** this. God-man, " after he had 
^* offered one facrifice for find, for ever fk; 
>* down on the right hand of God ; from 
henceforth expeding till his enemiies be 
^ made his footftool. For by one offering 
"he hath pcrfedled . for ever them that; 
^* are fandified." He is now gone to the 
iicavenly ianduary, " having finiflied trant 

♦* greffioo^ 
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^ greffion, made an end of fin, made re* 
^ concUiacion for imqmtj^ and brought in 
^ evcrlaibng rigfaceoufbcfs.'' And n^liliig 
remains for him to do, but to bkis his 
people with the free and irrevocable re- 
miffioa of their fins, according to that 
promiie of the covenant, quoted verie 17. 
tAeir fms and iniquities will I rcmanbcr mo 
mare; and to difpenfe to all who are wil- 
ling to recdve (and to hold it by his right) 
that folneisof life which is lodged in his 
hand^^as the ^Saviour of the body,^ and 
the ^ King and Head over all things to the 
•^ church.*' 

This ihon review of the Apoftk's rea- 
fbning, ferves to throw light upon the 
paflage I am farther to difcourie upon.-^ 
We fee how the 6I00J of Jcfiu gives bold- 
nefs or freedom to enter into the heavenly 
iandluary, even by removing that guilt 
which feparates us from God, and renders 
us incapable of holding friendly commu^^ 
nion or intercourfe with him. — We like- 
wife fee a reaion, why the way of aditit- 
tance into the hoHed is called, not only* a 
if*w but a living vf^j. The entrance in- 
. ' . ' to 
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ta the woridly faatftuary was indeed by 
blood : for,, as the Apoftle had o&ferved ac 
the aad verfe of the preceding chapter^ 
•* altnoft kll things/' uiadeF the old dif- 
penfation, ** were purged with blood - and 
^ without fhedding of blood there is no 
** remiffion/'^ But th^n it was the blood of 
animak inferior to man ^ which, after they 
Were flain, were uttet ly confumed, and 
could live no more : Whereas the blood by 
whkh we now eater inta the heavenly 
&n(fluaryy is the blood of him wh4> hath 
Hfe in himfelf^ who, though he volunta- 
rily fubmkted to dead^ for a fcafon, yet 
feon rofe again from the grave by his own 
power ; **^ who is now alive, and behold^ 
** he kvetb for evermore, and hath the keys 

•• of hell, and of deatlu'*^ ^We furthei: 

karn,^ upon what account his ^e/h^ or hu- 
man nature, gets the nami; of a vaily through 
^hich the Jiew and Irving way into the ho- 
Keft is^ confecrated for vrs. It was by becoming 
man that he was qualified to fufFer ia our 
place for the expiatioif of our guilt. In him 
in behold God clothed vmh the character of 
a rceondiary as the God erf love,; the God who> 

i$ 
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is loye.; His flefti thea is fuch a vail, as 
dofh, not exjclude from, but opens to give 
us admittance to a throne of grace: nay^ 
Chrift himfelf is the true; propitiatory, or 
mercy-feat: the facrifice, the altar,, and the 
iigh-prieft, are all united in his wonderful 
perfon. In fhort, " he is the way, the 
** truth, and the life ;" the true, the livings 
and the only way to the Father. . 

Here then we are furnifhed with a clear 
and fatisfying anfwer to the firft iqueftipn 
propofed, viz. What warrant or encourage- 
.ment hath a guilty creature to draw near 
to a holy and righteous God?— — Jv^j the 
btgb-prieft over the boufc of Qody who fuflPer* 
cd for us in his Jle/h^ or ^ human nature, 
Lath, by " that offeri^g and facrifice of a 
** fweet-fmelling favour," confecratcd, a new 
and living way of accefe, whereby we have 
holdnefs to enter into the moji holy place^ and 
to draw near to God under the iprinkling of 
Jus blood. 

II. The anfwer ta the fecond queflion, 
which regards xh^jnanner of our approach, 
is no lefs clearly expreiOlcd in the following 

words : 
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words : Let us draw near with a true hearty 
in full ajjurance of faith ^ having our hearts 
fprtnkled from an evil confcience^ and our bodies 
wajhed with pure water. 

The \Jl qualification is a true heart. 

Truth is diredlly oppofed to diffimula- 
tion or falfehood. ji true hearty then, in 
drawing near to God by the blood of J^fus^ 
muft be a heart that correfponds to the 
profeffion we make : and what that profef* 
fion is, in the cafe before us, may, with eafe 
and certainty, be. colledled from what was 
delivered under the former head* 

When we profefs to enter into the ho- 
lieft by the blood of Jefus^ we explicitly re- 
nounce all pretentions or hopes of obtain- 
ing admittance by any other means. , We 
acknowledge the forfeiture we have incur- 
red by our guilt, and fubfcribe to the jus- 
tice of the fentence that condemns us : 
we confefs, that we have done, and can do< 
nothing to recommend us to the favour 
of God, or that may found the remoteft 
claim to pardon and acceptance. All our 
own righteoufnefs we throw afide as filthy 
rags. In fhort, we plead guilty at a tri* 

Vol. IL O bunai 
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bunal of jufticc, and adopt the Umguagcr 
of the publican, as e^qprefling our true cha- 
ra^er, and* the only fcHTQ of addrefs thar 
befits our (late, — God be merciful to me a Jin^- 
ner. 

When the Jew brought the facrifice 
which the law had appointed for his^ of-, 
lence^ to the door of the tabernacle ; when. 
he laid his- hand upon the head of the vic- 
tim, confefllng his fin over it, and thei^ 
delivered it to the high-prieft, that its^ 
blood' might be (tied for the expiation c^ 
his guilt ; what was the true meaning and 
intent of that fervice T. Did not the erf- 
fender prefent the viAim that it might be 
fubftituted in his place ? Bid he not 
thereby acknowledge that he had mcur- 
red the penalty of death ; and that the dy- 
ing agonies of the devoted animal* were 
only a faint reprefentation of what was> 
flridlly due to himfelf ? Was not this a vir- 
tual renunciation of any right to the con-- 
tinuance of life, but what arofe from tiic 
acceptance of the facrifice in his room,' 
and the gratuitous ptomifc of reniifl[ion^ 
annexed to that acceptance i - And can^ 
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any thing lefs than this be meant by * 

drawing near to God by the blood of ye/us t 

— Wa6 there mdre virtue in the typical. 

than in the rea.1 atonement \ Or is lefs to 

be expedled from the fubflance than from 

the fhadow ? Did the offending Jew, when 

he made his confeffion over the head of 

' the vidtim, look back to any infbances o£ 

j)aft obedience^ br cVcn forward to any 

piirpofes of future amendment^ and con- 

jom thefe with the blood of the fatrifice^ 

for rendering it more effedtual to obtain 

pardon and acceptance ? Surely none who 

attended to the nature and form of the 

inftitution^ ^ could be led by it to dream 

of any mixture of this kind. And can we 

luppofe, that the blood of Jefm^ by which 

*wr, have boldnefs to enter into the boUefi^ is 

ttmly a joint caufe With our own imperfe<5t 

6bediente, of our obtaining admifiion into 

the heavenly fan<5lUary ? Is no more, mean£ 

by his cenficrating for us d nena and livings 

fvay^ than that he hath repaired the old way 

l»ffcich fin had broken; and by removing 

ibibe obftrudlions, rendered it more finooth 

and acceffible chan originally it Was ? Hath 

O a he, 



1 



ao4- S^ E R M O N VIIU, 

he, inftead of paying to the laft mite^whacc 
juftice demanded, done na mote by his facrir 
iicc^ than purchafed an eafy compofitioa o£ 
the debt, that an hundred pence might be 
accepted for the ten thoufand talents .? — ris it 
poflible that human pride and vanity caa 
give Ibch a colouring to this motley fcheme^ 
as to make it pafs with any reafonable crea- 
ture, far that marvellous doing of the Lord, 
rfiat highefl: exertion of wifdom and grace, 
which angels themfelves defire to look in- 
to ? — ^Ta account for this, we muft have 
recourfe to what the Apoftle Paul writes, 
r Cor: ii. 14. '" The natural man receiveth 
** not the: things of the Spirit of God ;. for 
^ th^y are foolifhnefs unto him :. neither 
*^ caa* he know them,, becaufe they are fpi- 
^* ritually difcernei" He is become vaia 
in his imaginations, and bis fooUfh heart 
is darkened. But ttey whofe eyes are 
opened by the Spirit of truth, will cor- 
dially join with the fame Apoftle, and' fay 
as he (Hd, PJAllp. iii. 7, 8, 9. " What things 
** were gain^ to me, thoft I counted iois 
** for Chriljl:- ;Yea, doubt lefs, and I count 
^i.all things but k)fs,\toE the excellency o£ 

«,the 
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•^^ the linowlcdge of Cbrift Jefu8 my Lord: 
'" — and do count them but dung that I 
** may win Chrift, and be ibvmd in him, not 
" having mine own Tighteoufnefs, which 
•^ is of the law, but that which is through 
^ the faith of Chrift, the righteoufnefs 
•* which is of God by faith." This is the 
language of a true hearty in df-awing near to 
^d by the blood of Jefus ; which may fuf- 
fice to explain the firft qualification here 
mentioned, I do tiot fay that no n^ore is 
included in it ; but this I affirm, that fuch an 
abfolute renunciation KDf every other ground 
of hope, IS one principal thing implied in 
the true heart, as it Hands connc^Sled with 
die ApofUe's reafoning, if not the very thing 
he had moft diredtly in his eye. 

2dfyy To a true hearty the Apoftle adds fke 
Jiill ajfurance of faith. 

This leads us back to the great otjeAs 
rf faith that have already been prefented to 
our view, vi%. the high-prieji over the boufc 
of God*, — the ^ail of his human nature, 
which is the paflage into the landuary ; — 
and the blood of his facrii ce, that emboldens 
«s to enter in : — And it is required, that 

O J our 
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our faith in this way of acc€f3 i)e full and 
glTiired. 

The true hearty giving a faithful verdici 
ppon the demerit of fin, and fubfcribing tQ 
the juftice of the fentence, whereby the fin- 
jier is excluded from the prefence of God,- 
jtcknowledgeth this to be the only way. ^ut 
faith advanceth a (lep farther, and prefentg 
it to the enUghtened mind, as a fafe, a fure, 
and infallible way. Hear its genuine lan-r 
guage frojn the mouth of our Apoftlci 
I Tim. i. 15. ♦* This is^ faithful f^ying^ 
V and worthy of all acceptation, that Jefu^ 
♦* Chrift came into the world to fave finnersj 
f* of whom I am chief/' Faith, contem* 
plating the dignity pf the High-Prieft, and 
the nature and defign of the facrific^ he 
offered, can have no dpubt of the merit of 
Jiis blood ; but Inay conplude, firmly, aa4 
without hefitatipn, that it hath fufficient 
gflicacy to cleanfe ffom all fin. But whejfi 
it proceeds farther, and reads the cpmmii^ 
fion he received frpm the Father j when its 
vreighs the evidence that arifeth from hi$ 
refurredion and afcerifion, of the Father's 
iijfiuite delight in him, and bis perfe(5l fa* 

tisfadioix 
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^tisfkdlion witk his whole condu(3: as Medi- 
ator; abore all, when it follows him into 
the heavenly fandkuary, whither he hath 
carried his atoniilg blood, and fees the re- 
nevard conferred oipon hina for his voluntary 
obedience unto death, a name given him 
above every name, and aUthiags in heaven 

and on earth put under his feet: What 

fhall I fay ? from this entire view of God in 
'Chrift reconciling the world unca himfelf^ 
can any other condliljion be drawn, than 
w^hat the Apoftle John hath^one before us^ 
viz. G^d i/ ilw^f — — So com^^lete is the evi- 
dence horded Bs in the gofpel, of God^s 
^merciful nature, and of the good- will he 
bears to the children of men, that the moft 
^entire credit to his ^declarations upon this 
head, is in effecl no more Kthan a ^«/«^ /o 
vurftd^ to what one ihould •think the moft 
obvious and felf-evident of all propofitions, 
that God is trut. And is there a man to be 
found that denies this propofition? Dare 
any jbe fo outrageoufly infblent and injuri- 
ous, as to call God a Uar ? Lee joaie refer 
you to the fame Apoftle, who teftified that 
Cod is lov^, for an anfwer to this queftion, 
:0 4 and 



i 



2oS SERMON VIII. 

and he will inform you, i yobn v. io« that 
every one who believeth not the record that 
God hath given of his Son, maketh him a 
liar. This is a repetition of the firft tranf- 
grefljon, with peculiar circumftances of ag- 
gravation. Utibdief was the root of Adam's 
fin : for had he truly believed that the 
threatening was to be executed, he would 
not have dared to incur the penalty. And 
can it be lefs criminal to charge God with 
falfehood in a profellion of kindnefs^ than 
in a threatening of difpleafure ? Nay, is it 
not a worfe fpecies of deceit, to flatter with 
delufive hopes, than to frighten with unreal 
terrors ? and yet • an unbeliever of gofpel- 
grace doth in efFedl charge God with this 
very fpecies of deceit; and that not only in 
the face of the ftrongeft repeated declara-i 
tions of good-will, but againft every kind 
of confirmation that the moft diftruftful fut 
picion could require or devife, Adam had 
no other reftraint but a naked threatening : 
he had feen no exertion of punitive jufticej 
every thing around him was expreffive of 
the perfedl goodnefs of its author ; and 
^here wks no precedent or example of the 

penalty 
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penalty with which the prohibition was en- 
forced. But what have we in fupport of 
the gofpel-record ? or rather, let me afk. 
What addition could be made to the evidence 
already afforded us, that it is faithful and 
true? We have the promife of God, con- 
firmed by his oath ; we have the gift of hig 
own Son to be the propitiation for our fins ; 
we are not only permitted, but invited, 
nay commanded, to come to the Saviour, 
with this mofl endearing declaration, that 
fuch as come to him fhall in no wife be re- 
jected or cafl out by him; And fhall not 
this accumulated, this fuperabundant evi- 
dence deter us from the prefumption of 
calling God a liar ? or rather, fhall it not 
produce in us, that fuil ajfurande of faitb^ 
with which the Apoflle exhorteth us to draw 
near to God by the blood of Jefus ? 

The third qualification, cxprefled in thefc 
words, having our hearts Jprinklcd from an 
evil confciencCy is an advance upon the other 
two, and implies, a perfonal application of 
the blood -of Chrifl to ourfelves: for it is 
t^s alone *that, as we read verfe 14. of the 
preceding chapter, can purge the confcience 

from 
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Jrpm dead works^ and vanquifh chofe feas^ 
'Qf wrath^ which, by peprefenting God a* 
an implacable eaemy^ drive us from his 
prefence^ and render him an objedl of ter- 
ror and av€rfion, rather than of deiire and 
love. 

, This perfonal application of the l^leod of 
iprinkling, is too commonly cenfidered ia 
the U|;ht of a prwilege^ rather than as a duty^ 
And a privilege it furely is^ but fuch a 
privilege as we are ftri(9;ly bound in duty 
Co make ufe of: F^r this^ faith the Apoftle 
JohUi U the command ofGod^tbatwe /hould 
Relieve on the name of bis Son Je/us Gbrifti 
which certainly includes more tha.n a gene- 
ral perfuadon, however full and afTured, 
that Jefus is a neceflkry and fu£5bQlent Sa* 
yioun It can mean no lei^, than that they 
to whom the command is ^veii^ fiiould be- 
lieve on the name of Chrift for tbenfelyes^ 
and put their truft in iiimi as one who i$ 
both willing and able to fave them in parti^ 
Millar. 

. But the queftion may be put, and it hath 
bean put by many, How am I to know that 
dii6 obliging command is addrefled to mef 

It 
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It might fu£5ice for an aafwer, to defin thofe 
who afk the queflion, to turn over to that 
part of Scripture where the words I, have 
juft now quoted are recorded, i John iiL 23* 
There it is written, ^^ This i« his command* 
^* ment^ that we ihould bdicve on the name 
^* of his Son Jefus Chrift, and hv€ one ano-^ 
^ tbcfTj as he gave us commandmenL" 
. N0W9 no body doubts, that the laft of 
chefe precepts extends to him ; and yet the 
fame authority which enjoins mutual love, 
commands us to believe on the Lord Jefus 
Chrifl ; and the ApofUe, you &e, unites 
them both in one fentence. How comes it» 
then, that any fhould make a difference be* 
tween.the two^ in point either of extent or 
obligation, or limit the one comxnandment 
any more than^e other ? 

^ But as this is a difficidty with which the 
truly feriou9 only arc apt to be diftrefTed^ 
I muft not ftop here, but beg them tp con- 
iider, whether it woul4 not be more reafbn* 
able to put the queftion in this fornix How 
4o I koow^ or rather, What ground can I 
^d ta fuipedt, that die commandment to 
Relieve on the Saviour iloth not extend to 

me ? 
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0Be? fc« xad tmjJb ie ^ ^taznaaccf thelm* 
leats not zzt escspted br ncnc; dbeinvi- 
tarioa or ca3 » addrefled lo men indcfi- 
fikeiy ; ^ Lcok umo ok^ axul be ye Ccird^ 
^ ;fcii die ends of tie cardb."— •* Unto jou. 
* O men, I caH, and mj Toice is u die fins 
^ of tnen** S^% dien, my friends, luider 
what fatal denomination can yoa find yoor* 
iAm cxcludftd from the fountain opened 
for fin and for imckanneis ? Snrclj not at 
JiHnersi for this denominadon is commoii 
to a)l men, and ^ Chrift came not to call the 
^ rightecKfS, but finners to repentance:** tbis 
ynM his -rery errand, ^ to ieek and to fiiYe 
^ that which was loit." Neither can it be as 
great Jinners-f for Paul teftifies, that Chrift 
came to Javc the c ief of nhers. ** His 
^^ blood cleanfeth from all n ;^ and many 
examples are recorded of the moft inCauaions 
tranfgreflbrs, who have been walhed, and 
fandtified, and jufti^ed, in the name ot the 
liord Jcfus, and by the Spirit of our GkxL 
Much lefs then can it be as deeplj^convinctd 
M\A felf-condemning ifnners; for under this 
denomination you are ex efsly invited to 
have rccourle to him : " Come unto me, 2SL 
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* ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and 
•* I will give you refL" The commiffionlie 
received, was to bind up the broken-hearted ; 
to bring fc^th the prifbners out of the pri- 
ibn-houfe, and to comfort thofe that mourn. 
Are you wretched^ mlf^rabU^ poor^ blind^ and 
naked? Such precifely was the {bu:e of the 
L'aodiceans, v^ith this only difference, fron^ 
whence no diicouraging inference can be 
drawn, that they knew it not^ whereas you 
do: yet even to them were thefe gracious 
words addrefTed by our Lolrd himielf. Rev. 
liL 1 8. ** I counfel thee to buy of me gold 
** tried in the fire, that thou mayeft be rich ; 
^ and white raiment, that thou mayeft be 
*^ clothed ; and to anoint thin^eyes with 
" eye-falve, that thou mayeft fee.'* Nay, 
(which methinks ftiould put an end to all 
further queftioning upon this head], the 
epiftle diredled to them concludes with that 
unlimited offer of gofpel-grace, which might 
juftly be introduced with a note of admi- 
ration, " Behold, I ftand at the door and 
^ knock } if any man will hear my voice^ 
^ and open the door, I will come in to him, 
f* and fup with him, and he with me/* 

Beware 
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Beware then of fetting bounds where Gocf 
hath fet hone. If you feel y<5ur need -of 
Cfarift as the enly Saviour ; if your eyes 
have been fo far opened, as to fee that he ^ 
worthy to be depended upon, and " mighty 
*• to ikve/* kt no obje€iionB drawn from 
your own unworthinefs, which, under the 
coVert And femblance of humility, hides the 
daring prefuinpcion of giring Gkid the lie, 
keep ji3f^ back from this great IBgb Frkfti 
OF prevedft your application of hia atoning 
bloody for /prinkUfig jwt hearts Jhm an n^ii 
smfcienc^^ a&d introducing you intb the^ bo^ 
Utft with filial bolihefs^ by that new and hwng 
^ay which hdtath eenfecreaed fir youy through 
the vail ofbisjlejb. . - 

What the Apoftle dibjoins, having 0uf 
h>dies wajhed with pure water ^ may alludd 
to thofe purifications enjoined by the law^ 
which ferved to remind the Jews of the un- 
ipbtted holineis of the God of Ifrael, and 
of that reverenccf which ought to polled 
their niinds in all their approaches to hii 
gracious prefence; though I cannot help 
thinking, that theft words were intended 

by 
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by the Apoftlc to introduce anew exhoita* 
tion J, and ought therefore 16 be traiisfer!re<l 
to the following verfe ; in whicl^ cafe, widi-^ 
out any draining, they obvioully apply ta 
the ordinance, of baptif^, and arc! urge^y 
with great propriety, to enforce a ftedfjift 
unwavering adherence to that foith Whicb 
the converted HebteWa hid profeflld witE 
flich folemsnity, vdtien, at their tuitm^pl 
into the thurch of Chriff,^ their iodies mrit 
ivajbcd 'u>it^ pure ivatePy in the n»ae of the' 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghott. 

.But I fhall not ifitain you any longer fron^ 

ihc proper bufinefe of the day. Only let 

me call upon you, before I conclude, to look 

up to this great High Prieft over the boufe of^ 

Cody for that Hojy Spirit, without whom 

neither fermons nor lacraments have any 

virtue or efficacy. It is he alone that can 

beftow upon us the qualifications here re- 

q.uired. Let each of us then plead the pro^ 

joaife of the Father^ begging,, that the Spirit 

of aU grace may be given, " to take of th^ 

** things of Chrift^s, and to fhew them unto 

^ us ;** that from juft views of our High- 

^iefl:^ and of the new and li^dng, way he 

hatk 
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hath confecr^ted to us ^by his blood, we may 
bejenabled to draw near to God with true, 
hearts^ intbefullajfuranic of faith \ and receive 
Xuch tokens of his love while we fit at his 
table, as fliall be an earneft and pledge to 
lis, of that ftill more near and joyful ap- 
proach to him in th? heavenly fanifluary ; 
wh^re we fhall no more feef him in the glafs 
of ordinances, but face to face ; where we 
fliall be thoroughly changed into his image, 
and enjoy him fully, without interruption^ 
gnd without end. Amen. 
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For if^ vbhcn we viere ehefik$i ^^ viere^e^ 
cQncUtd to Cod by the death of bis Son ; muck 
more heifigticoikikdi we JbaU he favtd by i^ 
lift, 

' . '^■ 

THE Ji^QUads of 4 Chriftiaa's faith aod j 
hope, are not only fufficient to fatisfy- 
][iis own mind, but capable likewiie of being 
defcribed and yindicated^ in fuch a mannei^ 
iks canndt fail to give full fatisfadtion to every 
fi>ber unprejudiced inquiren 

Genuine Chriftianipy is far from decli- 
oin$ 2tny me^ns of trials whereby truth il 
diftinguiihed from delufipn or impdiiuret 
on the Contrary, it courts the light ; and 
the more fevcrely it is cried, the brighter it 
fliines : " The words of the Lord are pure 
^ words, like filver tried in a furnace of 
" parth, and purified feven times*" The 
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evidence by which our faith and hope arc 
fupported^ hath akeady flood the teft o£ 
many generations ; and the mofl violent 
attacks of its enemies, inftead of fhaking 
the foundation, have only ferved to fhov7, 
that it is kid by that fame Almighty Hand 
vrhich created and upholdeth thcfe heavens 
axid this earths Nay, thefe heavens, and 
this earth, (hall at length pais away ; but one 
jot, or one tittle, in thefe lively oracles of 
v^ifdom and truth, (hall in no wife pafs 
away till all be. fulfilled. 

The privileges of a Chriftian are not a 
pidture drawn by fancy, neither d^oth his 
comfort take its rife from thofe inexplicable 
imprefljons to which the dreaming enthn- 
fiafl is conftrained to refort. The intelE- 
gent believer (lands upon firm ground, and 
is always " ready to give an anfwer to 
*' every man that afketh him a reafon of 
" the hope that is in him/* 

Do you inquire into the obJeS of hit 
hope,, he will tell you without hefitation, 
t]>at he looks for a portion after death, in 
comparifbn whereof, this earth which we 

inhabitj^ 
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Inhibit^ and all that it contains^ fhriilk into 
nothing, yea, left than nothing, and vanity* 

Whatever we behold in this material 
world hath the feeds of diffolution fown 
in its very nature. -Our bodies themfelves 
are only tabernacles of clay, which ere long 
ihall be crumbled into duft, and fee corrup 
tion* ■ ^ > 

Here we breathe, as it were, in the midft 
of contagion and defilement j and the beft 
things we. enjoy are liable to be perverted j 
either into the inftruments or occafions.t^ 
fin. Honour tempteth to pride, power to 
opjpreflion^ ' and aflBtuence to fenfuality and 
criminal indulgence; Few^ comparative!/ 
ipeaking, can carry with an even and 
ileady hand the full cup of profperity any 
lerigtli ^ of way '; like Jehurun, they are apt 
to kick when they wax fat, and lightly to 
efteem the Rock of their falvation. 

Nay, though they fhould efcape the pol-* 
lution of thefe earthly enjoyments, by ufing 
them with, jnoderation, and employing 
them to thd purpofes for which they werft 
defigned ; yet fo precarious and fugitive 
Mre all fublunary things, that it is impoP 

P 2 fibte 
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fible for any man to promife upon thtir 

continuance. Wha can fay^ " My moun- 

^* tain ftandeth ftrong, I (hall never be 

^ moved ?" — Can any man guard hiimfelf 

at all ^isies agatnft fecrct fraud and open 

violence ?— Nay, every clement, the wind, 

the fire, the vtrater, may m a moment be 

armed with fufficient force to make the 

unwelcome feparation betwixt us and the 

bcft of our worldly pqiTeifioas^-^Thus cor^ 

ruptibie and defiled, thus uncertain and 

^Tanfitory, is all thac is moil admired and 

courted here below* 

Not fa the portion of the faiilts j the in* 

heritance they look for is ^ incorruptible^ 

^ undefiled, smd fadetb not away,^^ ■■ ■ Aa 

in hath no principle of ^ecay within: iifelf^ 

jfe neither can it be waffled by any thing 

from without* It is " refervcd," or laid 

up, " for thein^ in heaven ;'* a place of ab* , 

fislute fafety, beyond the ]!<each of every 

adverfe power^ and equ:ally fecuf^d againfi 

deceit and rapine, 7 here is na thief td 

ftealj no fpoiler to lay wafte^ In thofe re*' 

gions of perfeift light and love, no- fucL 

plteoua complaints are he^d as^^ thefe,**<» 

«4 i4y 
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*^ My bowels I my bowels! I api pained skc 
^* my very heart, becaufc tkou haft heard, 
*' O my foul 1 the found of the trumpet, and 
*' the alarm of war." AU above is order 
and harmony; there i$ nothing to hurt, nor 
thing to deftroy^ throiagh the whole ewent 
of the heavenly Jerufalem, thiat imperial feat 
of Zion's King. — Such, can ithe believer ^y, 
18 the 0i/(s£f of my hope« 

Do you inquire into the groundi of his 
hope, he hath an anfwer ready in the words 
of my text, and can fay with the Apoftle 
Paul, — If when we were enemies ^ we were 
recpncikd to God by the death of bis Son ; much 
more iting reconciled^ we /ball he faved by his 
life. 

Here the reafoning is at once profound 
and obvious; it is fimple and ingenious 
at the &me time ; fb iimple and obvious, 
chat the mind, with one glance, perceives 
its force, and is fatisfied ; fo profound and 
ingenious, that the more accurately it is 
examined, the more conclufive it will ap-^ 
pear. 
■ From the efficacy of Chrift's death, which 
P 3 thte 
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the Apoftl6 hiad proved aC.4arge in tte fore-» 
going part- of this epiftle, he infers, m this 
-paffage^ the fiiperipr efficacy of his reftored 
life :'^-^I fay, his rejlored life ; for «he Hfe here 
i^eferred to, was not that life previous to his 
i^mcifixion, which he led upon earth in ^thfc 
form of a fervant j but the }ife he now livci 
at the right hand of God, where he is tt^dXxr 
cd to the throne as a Prince and a Saviour,- 
** having a name given hifn above every 
" name, that at the name of Jefus every 
♦* knee ftiould bow, and every tongue con*^ 
♦^'fefs, that he is Lord,, to the glory of God 
^* the Father/' : • 

Two comparifons are here dated ; ^the 
ene betwixt the paft and prefent ftate of 
believers ; formerly they were enemies to 
God, now they are \>tcoxi\^ friends. The 
other comparifon Is betwixt the paift and 
prefent condition of the- Saviour; once h« 
was d^aciy now he is alive^ And the profK)^ 
fition that connedls the two is this, Thit 
reconciliation - to God was entirely owing 
to the death -of Chrift,- as the meritorious 
procuring caufe. Ihefe are tlie premife^ 
from whence the Apoftle draws his con- 

clufion^ 
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clufion, ' and proves, with • demoQilratiye. 
evidence, the abfolute certainty of tUe 
complete ^ and cverlafting f^lyation of be- 
lievers. 

The only principle, be aflumes^ is What 
every one muft admit as foon as it i« menT 
tioned, viz. that reconciliation to an enerny 
is. a more difficult exercife of goodnefs 
than beneficence tp a friend. _ tjpon wJmcU 
he thus xeafoas^ That if the de0ib, of Chrift 
had fufficient virtue to produce the greater 
eflfedt, viz. reconciliation to tUofe who for- 
merly were enemies, there can be no room 
to doubt thaw the life of Chrift, which is a 
more powerfvil caufe, muft be fufficient to 
produce the lefler eflPedl; lefTer I mean in 
point of difficulty, namely, the ' continuance 
of the divine triendihip and beneficence to 
thofe whom his death hatli reconciled, ciU 
i^e bring them in due time ^ to the fullpof;- 
ieffiou of the purchafed inheritance. 
; Say .then, my brethren, may not the 
^ope of a Ghriftian be jultly denominated 
a rational^ hope, or, as the Apoftle terms it, 
verie 5. *' a hope that maketh not alha- 
*' mcd ?'* And may not the believer reply, 

P 4 with 
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with hply exultation, to every one that 
&fketh him 4 reafpn of the hope that is ix^ 
Idm, ^ when I 'was an enemy y I was recortr 
ciled to God by the death of bis Son; mutb, 
fnore being reconciled^ I Jhatt be fov.cti by bis 
life : his death w^ the price of the inhei>r 
tance I lopk for ; and his reftorcd life is 
my eyidenpe that the price was acceptedj; 
^d the purchafe made.— This renders my 
hope afTured and vigorous, —Did it depend 
upon ^ny thing in myfelf, on the ftrength, 
or vsrifdom, or wqrthinefs, of the creature,' 
it would quickly languifh and die : but as 
it leah$ upon him who rofe fropi the grave 
to die no more, who afcended tip on high, 
leading captivity captive, and is now ex-? 
alted at the right hand of God, it is be* 
come *' an anchor of the foul, both fufc 
^* and ftedfaft" for the Father raifed him 
from the dj^ad, and gave him * glory, fbt 
this very end^ th^t every ground of jealonfy 
being removed, my faith and hope mighf^ 
be in Qod, i Pet. i. 21. 

It muft ^lre4dy have occurred to you, 
|:hat none can apply this reafpning tq 
|hem|elyes, but thpfe who are previoufly 

reconcile4 
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fttonciUd to God by tbi death of bis Son^ 
Here begiM the hope of a finner.; and 
here likewife muft I begin to bring the fub* 
je<5l home to pur own heartB, by inquiring 
who among us can fay, that we haye expe- 
rienced this bleiled fruit of the Redeemer's 
death. 

And for our aififtance in this important 
trial, 1 iball endeavour, in few words/ to 
mark out ibme of the principal (leps, by 
which the foul is mod ufually led by the 
Spirit of God unto a vital union with the 
,Lord Jefus Ghrift; who of God is made 
unto all that believe in him, wifdom, and 
light^ufne^, and fan^ificatxon, and re-* 
demption* ' 

A deep convidion of guilt and mifery 
doth cericainly li« at the root of this import- 
\ant change. The finner feeth hunfclf to 
'be all pollution, naked, and defencelefs^ 
having nothing to icreen him from the 
wrath of that Almighty Being whom he 

hath ofiended. This conftrains him to 

look about for deliverance. The wrath of 
Gpd ifi intolerable: he cannot dwell with 

devouring 
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devourmg flames, Ue cannot; lie. down m 
everlafting burnings; and though he 'id 
conicious that he liath juftiy merited thiar 
milery, yet felf^preferyation, - that ilrong 
principle implanted in his nature by the 
great Author of his being, obJigeth him to 
afk the queftion. Is there no hope ? 

Here, indeed, many Ileal away, from un- 
der their burden, take . Ihfelter in ifoine I5&- 
fuge of lies, and, encompafs them&ivcs. a« 
bout with fparks of their own kindling: 
biit the finner that is, under the conduiSl- of 
the Sjnrit of ^od,, (and of fuch only I at 
. prefent fpeak), thC;anore he xobiiders hii 
cafe, the more hopelefs and defperace he 
findeth it to be. He indeed aiketh the 
queftion. What fliall I do ? but feeling his 
impotence, anfwervlican do nothing; qx 
though I could do any things. \ yet wh^ 
would it avail me-? -+--.: Can the duty I owe %% 
prefent make any repiration fpr the ofF^nce^ 
that are. paft ? — : Will forbearing to contrail 
new debt, intitle me to a discharge of the 
old? Impoffible! — In £hort, when he calls 
his eyes abroad throughout the whole crea* 
Cion, he can find nothing at all to. lean upptt 

^ fpr 
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for deliverancer And thus,- as the Apoftle 
exTpreffeth it, Gal. Hi. 23. he is " fhut up 
** tincqMJjipi faith," hedged about, as it were, 
pn tvtvff&L^i ib that neither himfelf, nor 
any other creature, can make a way for his 
efcape. 

Being reduced to this coddition, he liftens 
with eagernefk to the tidings of a Saviour. 
The n^xtit^Jefus hath, a different found to 
him than ever it had before ; a,pd his very 
heart leaps within him, when he hears that 
^ God wafs in Chrift reconciling the world 
" unto himfelf, not imputing their trefpaf- 
:" fes unto them." But he cannot reft (ati£^ 
fied with a general account of this matter. 
As his danger is real and prefling, he ieeks 
a clear difcovery of the method of deliver- 
ance. Felt diftrefs breeds concern and an- 
xiety ; a feltkrondemned criminal cannot 
quiet his mind with the bare probability of 
a pardon.: he therefore narrowly pries into 
the authority, the charadler, and the abi^- 
lity, of the Saviour. He looks into his 
contmlffion^ and is wonderfully pleafed to, 
read fuch a plain declaration as this. If. 
xUi* 6, 7. ^* I the Lord have called thee in 

" righteoufnefs,, 
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** righteoufnefs, and will hold thine haodf 
^* and will keep thee, and give thee for a 
^^ covenant of the people, for a UgJtt: of the 
^ ** Gentiles ; to open the blind eyta^^ bring 
** out the prifoners from the . prifon, and 
** them that lit in darknefs out of the pri- 
** /bn-houfe.** — ^He rejoiccth to hear the Fa- 
ther himfelf proclaiming with an audible 
vcHce from heaven, iirft at his bapti(m, and 
afterwards at his transfiguration, ^ This is 
^ my beloved Son, in whom. I am well 
** pleafed." He then proceeds to eonfider 
his admirable fitnefs for the office and work 
of a Saviour, as being the eternal Word 
made fl^lh, — Emmanuel,— -God in our noc- 
ture. He reviews the whole hiftory of his 
aiSlions and fufierings ; fees him. offering up 
the facrificc to divine juftice ;. hears him cry 
on the crofs, " It is finifhed ;'* beholds him 
rifing from the grave in teftimony pf the 
divine acceptance, afcending up on high to 
receive the kingdom, wher^ he ever liveth 
to make interceffion for tranfgrefTors, and 
to difpenfe the gifts he purchafed with, his 
bloodv having all power committed to him 
in heaven and on earth : from aU which he 

difcovers 
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dtfcovers abundant reafon to concludCji 
that ^^ he is able to fave to the uttermoft aH 
^* that come unto God by him.*^ 

Having thus found a Saviour exa<5U)r 
iuited to his neceffities, he now begins to 
conceive fome hope: he fees a poilibility of 
obtaining falvation ; and is fatisfied, that if 
this Saviour will undertake his cauie^ he 
hath no reafon to defpair; he therefore 
anxioufly inquires, how, or by what meana^ 
he may procure his aid, and be admitted to 
partake of the bkffings he hath purchafed* 
^*— Here it is that the great adverfary ufu-^ 
ally makes his moft vigorous efforts, and 
puts forth all his force and arci6ce, to (htp^ 
wreck the poor foul on the very (hore of 
ialvation. He endeavours to make that con-« 
fcibufnefs of guilt which firft brought the 
finner to fee his need of a Saviour, now toj 
appear an objection againft coming to him^ 
for deliverance He will tetl him, thaG 
though others may be forgiven, yet furely 
he cannot; that the greatnefs of his fins, or 
his long continuance in them, place hims 
beyond the reach of his (aving power, or at 
feaft render him an improper objedl for hi» 

merciful 
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merciftti interpofition. Herebjt the poolP 
creature is either driven to defpair, or elfe 
to a vain and fruitlefs fearch after fome- 
thing in himfelf to recommend him to the 
Saviour. And the laft of thefe temptations 
is ib adapted to the pride of our nature, 
which would ^ always have fomethng to 
boaft of, that with many it proves too fatal* 
ly fuccefsful ; neither is it foon, nor eafily, 

overcome by any. But the foul that is 

guided ■ by the Spirit of God, is here led to 
lee the extent and freedom of the gofpel 
oflPer and call ; — that Jefus is a Saviour for 
the chief of linners ; — that the wretched, 
the miferable, the poor, and blind, arid na- 
ked, are the very perfons to whom his gra- 
cious invitations and counfels are addreffed ; 
—that he interpofed for our relief, not be- 
caufe we were worthy of his aid, but be- 
caufe we needed his aid ; and that a fenfe of 
extreme need, accompanied with a humble 
and thankful acceptance of the unfpeakable 
gift of God to men, is all that is looked for 
on the part of the creature. 

Upon this the finner, renouncing his own 
righteoufnels as filthy rags, or, as it is eHe- 

whcre 
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where exprfeffed, " having no confi^fciic^ ia 
" the flefh," comes to him, judging and 
condemning hitnfelf, without any plea but 
his extreme neceffity, and the infinite and 
tmdeferved mercy of God ; - having no an* 
fwer to the law, but the merit of GhriftV 
obedience unto death, nor any other ftielter 
from avenging juftice. This is what the 
Apoftle, in the verfe following my text^ calls' 
receiving the aitmement % becaiife then the fin- 
ner is made a partaker 6f ChrifVs facrifice; 
his peace-fpeakihg blood 'is fprinkled upon' 
hiin, and covers him fb entirely; diat from 
head to foot, if I may ufe that expreffioh, no 
pairt of him is left expofed to that fiefy in- 
dignation which fhall finally confume all the 
adverfaries of God^ 

And liow let me afk. Who among you 
can fay, that yoti have experiienced fuch a 
work of grace upon your hearts ? — For the 
jufl; encouragemeht of thofe whp are thus 
reconciled to God by the ^ death of his Son^ I 
fhall, in further illuftration of the Apoftle's 
rcafoning, endeavour to fhow the powerful 
influence of the lije of Chrift upon every 

•"'- ' thing 
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dilng that belongs to their complete falvsi^ 
tioa. 

\Jl^ Thtjuftificatiou of beli^vers^ which was 
purchaied by the death of Chrift, is ren« 
dered fure and permanent by his reftored 
life. Upon this the Apoftle lays a peculiar 
emphaiis, Rom. viii. 34. where, in fupport of 
that triumphant challenge, ^ Who (hall la^ 
*^ any thing to tie charge of God's ele€l?" 
having iaid, ^ It is Chrift that died," hei 
immediately fubjoins, ," yea rather, that is 
^^ rifen again, who is even at the right hand 
^ of God, who alfo maketh intercef&on iot 
^ us.'* 

From whence can a fentence of condem* 
nation proceed ? Is it not from that very 
throne to which our once crucified Re* 
deemer is raifed, that he may confer that re-^ 
miilion which he purchafed with his blood ? 
And now that he is entered into his glory^ 
fhall the indidlment that he nailed to hi» 
crofs be taken down from thence, and put 
in fuit againft thofe who, in dbedience td 
his Father's command, have fled to him for 
refuge ? Impoffible ! As he bowed his head 
upon the crofs to expiate our guilt, fo he! 

lifted 
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fifted it up again when he ro(e from the 
grave, that he might effe^ftually apply the' 
merit of his facrifice, and obyiate every 
<diafge that could be brought againft his 
people. 

zdfyy The life of Chrift is no lefs available 

tt> infure the fanSification of all whd believe 

on him. For what end did he enter into 

the heavenly fandluary^ but that from thence 

he might fend forth his conquering Spirit 

to cleanfe and purify the hearts of thoie 

whom he had wafhed with his blood, that 

as no guilt might be left to provoke the ju- 

ftice of God, fo neither ihould there be any 

defilement to offend his holinefs. It is im» 

poilible to doubt, that a Redeemer in glory 

will at length preient to his Father " a glo- 

•* rious church, without fpot, or wrinkle, or 

^ any fuch ^ thing." Surely Chrift is not 

^one to heaven, to leave that blood to run 

"wafte which he fhed upon earth, or to be 

negligent in improving the virtue of his 

iacrifice. That prayer, " Father, fancSlify 

•* them through thy truth," hath as loud a 

ibund from his illi!iftrious throne, as it had 

from the footftool, when he was jult about 
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to enter npcm his agony and fufierings. He 
did not utter thefe words upon the confines 
or his kingdom^ to forget or diAiie them 
when he ihould enter upon the poflellion of 
it. What he prayed for in his humiliatioii, 
he hath power to diipenfe in his exalted 
ilate ; and he will do it to all who put thdr 
trult in him : he will gradually adorn them 
with the beauties of holinefs, and keep them 
by his power throu. h faith unto lalvaticm. 
— ^Which leads me to obfenre. 

In the ibirJ place. That the life of Chrift 
doeh elEeciually fecure an honourable ifliic 
to all the ^^iaions and temptjthns of his 
peorJe. \t is the fame perlon that was cm- 
ciiied on earth, who is now crowned with 
glory in the higheft heavens : and though 
he dropped the infirmities of that body he 
\icA aflumed, and left all the weaknefs g£ 
hun^ariiry behind him in the grave ; yet he 
carried his pitying nature to the throne, and 
is iikil touched with the feeling of our in- 
firmities, and difpoied to help us in every 
time of need« " He will net break the 
*• bruifed reed, nor qiiench the fmoking 
^ flax." He knows cur frame ; he remem- 
bers 
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bcrs that we are duftf and will therefore 
•* debate with us in meafure, and ftay his 
** rough wind in the day of his eaft wind." 

And with regard to temptations, the life 
of Chrift aflPords the mod comfortable aflu- 
rance, that over thefe we fliall be finally 
yiiSlorious. He that fuffered being tempted, 
will certainly be difpofed to fuccour thofe 
that are tempted ; and there can be no room 
to doubt, that he is as able as he is willing. 
If, while in the form of a fervant, he de- 
feated all the artifices of the cunning ferpent, 
and repelled the moft violent attacks of the 
roaring lion ? if in his lowed date of abafe- 
ment, even while he hung upon the crofs, 
he fpoiled principalities and powers, making 
a fliow of them openly ; now that all power 
is committed to him both in heaven and 
on earth, can he want either wifdom or 
ftrength to bruife Satan under the feet of 
the weaked of his fcrvants ? Impoflible ! 
W hile the head of the body reigns in 
glory, we may be well afTured, that no 
member can become the prey of any adverfe 
power: ib that every believer may adopt 
the language of Paul, and fay as he did, 
0^2 « Who 
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" Who fhall feparate us from the love of 
" Chrift ? {hall tribulation, or diilrefs, or 
*• perfecution, or famine, or n^kediieft, or 
•^ peril, or fword ? — Nay, in all theiie things 
" we are more than conquerors, through 
♦* him that loved us. For I am perfuade^t 
" that neither death, nor life, nor angels^ 
^* nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
*' prcfent, nor things to come, nor height, 
*' nor depth, nor any other creature, (hall 
" be able to feparate us from the love of 
" God, which is in Chrift Jefus our Lord." 
—Once more, 

£^hly^ The life of Chrift fecures to h^ 
people the refurreHion of their bodies, and 
the happinefs of the whole man, in the full 
and everlafting enjoyment of God. 

As Adam, by his apoftafy, became thi? 
fource of death to all his natural defend- 
ants ; fo Chrift, by his expiatory fufferings, 
and the glory that followed, is become the 
fountain of life to all his fpiritual offspring ; 
who accordingly are faid to be " begotten 
" again to the lively hope of an inheritance 
" that is incorruptible, and undefiled, and 
^^ that fadeth not away \^ and that by 

means 
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flieaiis of his refurredlon from the dead* 
Hence the fecond Adam is called a quicken'^ 
ing Spmt^ haring the fame virtue and effi- 
<iacy to tonvey all the fulnefs of life to thofe 
who are new bom into the family of God, 
that the firft Aiam had to tranfmit death 
to his pofterity. It was not the foul of 
phrifl only, but his body alfo, that was 
exalted and crowned with honour : in like 
manner fhall the bodies of believers be 
refcued from the grave, and raifed to glory, 
fteing thefe were redeemed by Chrifl: as well 
as their fouls. Nay, the bodies of the faints 
are faid exprefsly to be ^^ the temples of the 
** Holy Ghoft ;" and it cannot be fuppofed, 
that thefe temples fhall remain always un- 
der the ruins of death. He who honoured 
them with his refidence, will certainly re- 
build them in due time ; as the Apoftle 
reaibns, Rom, viii. ii. "If the Spirit of 
*• him that raifed up Jefus from the dead, 
" dwell in you ; he that raifed up Chrift 
" from the dead, ftiall alfo quicken your 
*• mortal bodies, by his Spirit that dwelleth 
** in you." Then fhall that fong be fung 
by all the redeemed company newly raifed 

Q^i from 
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from the duft^ — ^ Death is fwallowed xtp 

•^ in vidlory.'' ^^ O death, where is now 

•* thy fting ? O grave, where is now thy 
" viftory ? — ^The fting of death was fin, and 
** the ftrength of fin was the law; but 
•* thanks be unto God, who hath now given 
" XLS the vidlory through Jefus Chrift our 
« Lord'' 

Thus have I endeavoured to lead you 
through a very extenfive, but furely a pleib- 
iant and fruitful, field, wherein a variety of 
objects have occurred, interefting to all, and 
peculiarly comfonable to the people of God : 
upon whom I therefore call, in the conclu- 
fion of my difcourfe, to praife and magnify 
that compaflionate Saviour, and faithfiil 
High-Prieft over the houfe of God, who 
ranfomed them with his blood ; and amidfi 
all the fplendors of his exalted ftate, is not 
unmindful of his charge upon earthy but 
continually appears in the prcfence of God 
for them ; whofe ear is always attentive to 
the voice of their fupplications ; whofe 
mouth is ever open to plead in their behalf; 
and as if it had not been love enough to 

die 
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die for them, ftill lives and reigns for them, 
and even glorifes in being, " the head over 
** ail things to the church, which is his 
** body, the fulnefs of him that filleth all 

** in all" -To him, with the Father, and 

quickening Spirit, the one living and true 
God, be glory and honour, thanksgiving 
and praife, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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HosEA xiv. S. 

kpbraim Jballfay^ What have I to do any tmri 
with idols 9 

IP we compare the reprefentation here 
given of Ephraim, with the account we 
have of him ch. iv, ty. we Ihall difcover 
fuch a wonderful change, as muft eicite 
in U8 a defire to be acquainted with the- 
eaufe of it. TTbere it is faid, ** Ephraim 
*• is joined to idoh :" Here we behold him 
throwing them away, with every fymptom 
of contempt and abhorrence. Like a man 
awakened from a dream, or rather like one 
who had loft his reafon, and was now re-^ 
llored to^the right ufe of it, he faith, What 
have I to do any more with idols f — It is my 
difgrace, no lefs than my crime, that ever I 
had any thing to do with fuch lying vani- 
ties J but now I caft them from me witb 
fcom and deceftation, and with a determined 

purpoi^ 
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j^urpofe, that I fliall never henceforth rc-> 
turn to them any more. 

How is this furprifing change to be ac« 
counted for ? When God faid, " Ephraim 
*• is joined to idols/* he immediately pro- 
nounced that awful decree, " Let him a- 
*• lone." Hereby a reftraint was laid up- 
on every outward inflrument. All the 
creatures were charged by the higheil: au- 
thority^ to give him no difturbance in the 
courfe of his idolatry, but to leave him 
tntirely to his own condudl, and the im- 
abated influence of the idols he ;had chofen. 
By what means then was his recovery 
brought about ? — Had Ephraim the ho- 
nour to difcover the delufion by his own 
iagacity, and to break the enchantment by 
his own ftrength ? — We find an anfwer to 
thefe queftions, ch xiii. 9. " O Ifrael^ thou 
^ haft deftroyed thyfelf, but in me is thy 
•* help." Had God faid, I am determined to 
kt Ephraim alone^ there would have been 
an end of him at once, though the whole 
creation had been left at liberty to exert its 
litmoft a<5livity for his help : but it de- 
serves our notice, that though God laid a 

reftraint 
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reflraint upon the agency of the creaturesf^ 
yet he laid no reflraint upon his own, but 
referved to himfelf the full exercife of his 
effential and unalienable prerogative, to 
be the free and fovereign difpofer of hi< 
grace. 

In this charadler he is introduced at the 
I ft verfe of this chapter, where he iiTues 
forth his royal command, and clothes it 
with power : ** O Ifrael, return unto the 
" Lord thy God, for thou haft fallen by 
** thine iniquity." — In order to encourage 
their hope of acceptance, he tcacheth them 
in the following verfes how to pray, and 
even didlates the very form of iurrender 
they were to make : " Take with you 
** words, and turn to the Lord, (ay unto 
** him, Take away all iniquity, and re- 
" ceive us gracioufly : fo will we render 
** the calves of our lips. Afhur fliall not 
" fave us, we will not ride upon horfes, 
** neither will we fay any more to the 
" works of our hands. Ye are our Gods : 
" for in thee the fatherlefs findeth mercy.** 
After which, to remove that diftruft and 
jealoufy which neceflarily ipring from a 

confcioufhefk 
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confcioufhefs of guilt, he goes on to declare 
his fovereign purpofe, expreffed in the moft 
comprehenfive and abfolute terms, of dif- 
penfing to them, and conferring upon them^ 
his pardoning mercy and fandlifying grace : 
^ I will heal their backfliding, I will love 
** them freely : for mine anger is turned 
*^ away from him. I will be as the dew 
** unto Ifrael," ?5fr. In confequence where- 
of, he foretels, in the words of my text, 
that Ephraim, who till then had been 
joined to idols, fhould find himfelf difpofed 
and enabled to fay, not with his lips only, 
but from an effedual principle of new life 
in his heart. What have I to do with idoh 
any more P 

From this view of my text, as it ftands 
conne<5led with other paflages in this book 
that relate to Ephraim, and more efpecial- 
ly with the verfes immediately preceding, 
four obfervations obvioufly arife, which I 
propofe to illuftrate in the following dif^ 
courfe. 

I. That a finner, in his natural ftate, i$ 
joined to idols. 

2. That 
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a. That to feparate a finner from iddk^ is 
a work that is altogether peculiar to God. 

3. That this feparation is tSc&cd by die 
difcorery and application of pardcxiing mcr« 
cj and faniSfcifTing grace. — ^And, 

4. That every one who is a partaker of 
tfaeie important benefits, will, and muft^ 
adopt die words of Ephraim in their mod 
cztenfive meaning, and fay, as he did, Wbat 
have I to do any more with idols ? 

L Mt firft obfervation is. That a fimier, 
in his natural llate, is joined to idols. 

Herein confifteth the elTence of man's 
apoftafy. Something that is not God is 
the object of his fupreme love, and poll 
iefleth that place in his heart which is due 
only to the living and true God ; and that 
thing, by what name foever it may be 
diftinguilhed, is properly an iJoL Now 
this world, and the things of the world, 
its riches, and plealures, and honoors, 
which the Apoftle John, by a ftrong and 
fignificant figure, calls " the lull of the 
" eye, the lull of the iiefli, and xht pride 
" of litej'' theie are the great rivals of 

Cod, 
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God» which, ever fince the fatal apoilafy, 
have uiurped the throne in the human heart. 
I am unwilling to mention the profane 
rites by which fome of thefe idols are wor- 
fhipped by many : they are too iliocking to 
be named, and at ther fame time fo noto- 
rious as to render a detail of them fuperfla- 
ous. It is by no means neceflary for pro- 
ving the charge of idolatry, that I ihould 
lead your imagination through the various 
fcenes of injuftice, opprefSon, and cruelty ; 
or into the foul haunts of lewdnefs and rio- 
tous excefs. Many of thefe vices may be 
deemed unnatural to man even in his fallen 
ftate: and though the carnal mind may be 
enmity againft God, yet I am verily per- 
fuaded, that the carnal mind itfelf doth of- 
ten fuffer a confiderable degree of violence, 
before it can be fully reconciled to the prac- 
tice of them. It is fufficient for my pur- 
pofc to aflSim, what daily obfervation puts 
beyond all doubt, viz. that this prefent 
world, in one fliape or other, is loved and 
ferved in preference to God, by every man, 
without exception, who hath no other prin- 
ciple of life than what he derived from the 

firft 



€46 S E R M O N X, 

i 

firft Adam. Here he finds the llipply of 
his bodily wants, and all that kind of pro- 
vifion that faits his animal nature, and gra- 
tifies thofe appetites which he hath in com- 
mon with the inferior creatures. And tho* 
he is often, or rather always, difappoiuted 
in his expedlation ; yet being unacquainted 
with any better fuftenance than this earth 
afPjfds, he only makes new experiments^ 
perJi-bs in (eeking his portion here below, 
and will continue to do fo, till, by fome 
means or other, he get a mind to difcem 
thofe fpi ritual objedls, and an appetite to 
relilh thofe fpiritual enjoyments, which are 
the proper food of the. foul, the only aliment 
whereby its real life and well-being can be 
lupported. Hence it already appears, in 
fome meafure, 

II. That to feparate a finner from idols, 
muft be the peculiar work of God himfelf j 
which was the fecond obfervation I propofed 
to illuftrate. 

The natural man, as I juft now faid, may 
change the ob/e^ of his devotion ; and ha- 
ving experienced the vanity of any particu- 
lar idol, he may fay concerning it, Wbat have 
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Jtlo do any mort with thee f Such a change 
as this is abundantly common, it is eafy, 
nay it is neceflary : it requires no exertion 
of ftrength ; weaknefs itfelf is fufficient to 
produce it, being no other than the natural^ 
the unavoidable confequence of fatiety and 
difguft. But amidft ten thoufand changes 
of this kind, the man is only turning from 
one idol to another : and though he may 
pafs from groffer ones to others more re- 
fined ; from mere bodily indulgence, to 
the amufements of fcience ; or perhaps from 
the gratification of felfilh and turbulent 
paflions, to the cultivation and pradlice of 
ibmc public and fecial virtues ; yet ftill he 
Hops Ihort of God: all the objeds of his 
-purfuit belong to the prefent ftate of things ; 
3md he afpires to no higher felicity than 
may be gathered from the materials of this 
earth which he inhabits. 

Accordingly, the converfion of a rinner, 
or the turning him from idols to- the true 
God, is every where throughout the Scrip- 
tures reprefented as the eflFedl of omnipotent 
creating power. It is called a new creation^ 
a being born again^ a refurredlion^ a pajfing 

Jrom 
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from death to life. Nor are chefc expreffioaa^ 
metaphorical, but ftridlly juft ; they are the 
words nor of truth only, but of fobernefiu 
The apoftate creature is really dead^ in the 
trueft and mod important fenfe of that 
word. For what is natural death, as it it 
commonly ftyled? The foul, when iepa<^ 
rated from the body, doth not ceafe to exifl; 
and though the body itfelf moulders into 
duft, yet no particle of that duft is annihi^ 
lated or loft. The principal effedl of that 
humiliating event, is to put an end to the 
creature's connecflion with a prefent world : 
the man ceafes to be any more an inhabi« 
tant of this earth ; and when we fay he is 
dead, this is all that we commonly mean tO 
exprefk. 

Now fin hath broken our connedlion 
with the fpiritual world, as really as the* 
Reparation of the foul from the body wilji 
break our connedlion with this material 
world: and therefore, without any meta^ 
phor, fin is the death of the foul or fpirit 
of the man, whereby it is cut off from the 
fource of life, and utterly difabled to rc- 
lilh thofe employments or plealures whicl* 

^lone 
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alone can render a fpiritual being happy. 
And in this (late it muft remain, till the 
fame power that gave it exiftence at firft 
fliall create it anew, atid reftote thofe facul- 
ties which fin had deftroyed, of adling and 
enjoying according to its true and proper 
nature. > 

The ufe of this obfervation is twofold: 
.Jirjty Th^t thofe who are turned fi'om idold 
may, with humble gratitude, give God the 
glory, and cheerfully trufl in him for per- 
fe^ing the change his grace hath begun ; 
zaA^fecohdly^ That they who are confcioiis 
they are ftill joined to idols, may immej^ 
diately, and without any circuit, go difedlly 
to the Fountain of life, even the Father of 
fpirits, who is in Chrift Jefus reconciling the 
world unto hinifelf, and cry as they can^ 
for new life, from him who quicfceneth the 
dead, and calleth thofe things that be-not, 
as though they were. 

But how doth God quicken the dead in 
trefpaflea and fins, and feparate the finner 
from his idols ? 

III. My third ipbfervation is the a:nfwer 
Vol. IT. R t# 
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to this queftion. He doth it by the dit 

covery and application of his pardoning 
mercy and fandlifying grace. I join thefcr 
together, becaufe they are fo inieparably 
connedled, that neither of them can exifli 
apart ; " for whom God juftifies, them h^ 
*^ alfb fandlifies.'* And both of them arc 
cxpifefsly mentioned in the context, as the 
means by which Ephraun iheuld be difpo- 
led and enabled to fay, JVhat have I to 49 
any more with idols ? 

The difcovery of pardoning mercy \% the 
firft means employed for working this chapge^ 
Fear is the immediate confequence of guilt,' 
which foon degenerates into hatred, or that 
enmity againft God which is the diftin** 
guifliing charadleriftic of the carnal mind. 
No fooner had Adam finned, than he be- 
came afraid of his Maker, and prepofte- 
roufly endeavoured to flee from his prefence. 
This fear is the natural iiiheritance of his 
children. God appears as- an enemy to the 
guilty foul ; and fo long as he is viewed itr 
that light, it is impoffible that he can be the 
obje6t of its love. But the report of pardon- 
ing mercy prefents him in a light fo fuited 

to 
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io the neceflities of the apoftate creature^ ^ 
that in proportion as it is believed, the fiii-« 
ner is encouraged to look to him with hope. 
And when the evidence of this report iia! fo' 
fully feen, as to vanquifh diftruftf'ul tor- 
menting fear ; when that blefled record' 
gains entire credit, " ritiat God hath given 
^* to us eternal life, and that this life is in 
** his Son/' whom he hath fet forth to be 
a propitiation through faith in his bloody- 
that without; ftaining the honour of his jus- 
tice, a way might be opiened for the free 
exercife of mercy to the chief of finners ; * 
then God becomes the objedl both of love 
and confidence, and appears fo completely 
amiable, that in comparifon of him, thpfc 
idols which the foul formerly defifed, ftrip- 
ped of their delufive charms, are regarded 
tv^ith contempt, nay, renounced with ab-* 
liorrence. 

Now, if the believing views of God's par- 
dpning mercy have this eflFecS, how power- 
ful muft the experience of it be, when ac-' 
companied, as it always is, with his fanc-^ 
tifying grace ? — When the foul hath not^ 
#nly feen, but tailed, that the Lord is graci- 
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onSy and diat in him the fahcilds findctb 
mercj; — ^whcn God faith, as in reric ^ 
^ I win heal their backflidings, I will Iotc 
^ diem freely, for mine anger is turned 
^ away ;^— cfpecially when, as it follows, 
he beccnnes, ^ as the dew unto Ifraei,^ can- 
fing die influences of his Spirit to defcead 
npOn the fcml, r-hereby the barren wilder- 
nefs is turned into a fruitful field ; — above 
all, when the great Lord of the vineyard 
comes into his garden, to eat his pleaiant 
frutts ; or, to drop the allufion, when the 
ibul, walhcd, and fanclified, and jufHfied,^ 
hath experienced the ineflable delights of 
fcllowfhip with the Fadicr, and with the 
Son, through the Spirit y — then the victory 
over the world is completed, and the perfbn 
will be enabled to fay without any referve,- 
What have I to do any more with idols ? 

IV. Mt fourth and laft obfervation was, 
that thefe words of Ephraim, in their moft 
extenlive meaning, will, and muft be adopt- 
ed, by all, without exception, upon whom 
God hath been pleafed to confer his pardon- 
ing mercy, and his fan<Slifying grace. For 
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tiiefe important bleffmgs are not only th^ 
means by which the finner is feparated from 
idols, but they are means which can ne- 
ver fail to produce the eflfedl. This happy 
change is not only their natural, but their 
neceffary confequence: and therefore, if 
we be not turned from idols, however juft 
and orthodox our fpeculative opinions con- 
cerning thefe points may be, it is certain, 
that we have not yet taftcd that the Lord is 
gracious : for thus it is written, GaL i. 4. 
that Chrift ** gave himfelf for our fins,'* 
according to the will of God, " that he 
•* 'might deliver us from this prefent evil 
" world;'* and it is mentioned as the di- 
fUnguifhing charadler and real attainment 
of all his redeemed ones, GaL v. 24. *f Thty 
" that are Cbrift's, have crucified the flefh, 
*• with the aflPedlions and lufts." 

By this time you will have difcovered 
your concern in the fubjed, and the ufe yoti 
ought to make of it. I have {howed, that 
man, in his natural fiate, is joined to idols ; 
—that it is God alone whq can feparate him 
from them ; — and that he doth it by means 
of his pardoning mercy and fandifying 
R 3 grace. 
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grace. Now it is by faith in the Redeemer^ 
that any of the children of Adam come to 
be interefted in thefe great and ineftimable 
benefits. Here then you are furnifhed with 
a plain decifive teft, wher;gby you may 
judge of your Chriftian profeffion, and exar 
mine yourfelres whether you be in the 
faith. If idols reign with full power io 
5Jour hearts, the conclufion is unavoidable, 
that as yet you have neither p^rt nor lot ia 
the Saviour ; you are utter ftrangers both 
to pardoning mercy and fandlifying grace. 
On the other hand, though their dominion 
be taken frpm them, fo that they cannot be 
faid to reigp within you, yet in whatever de- 
gree their influence remains, you may cer- 
tainly conclude, that fo far your faith muft 
be weak in proportion. Only this is your 
comfort, that he who hath begun the good 
worjc, will carry it forward to perfeiflion; 
for " he is the rock, hijs work is perfedl, an4 
" all his ways are judgement.'* He who i§ 
the author, is likewife the finifher of his 
people's faith. To him therefore let your 
humble prayer be addreffed. Say to him 
as the difciples did, " Lord, increafe our 
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«** faith." And you inay do it in the alTu- 
red hope of being heard ; for he hath pro-^ 
anifed the Spirit to them that alk it. — Lcjc 
,us then alk and receive, that our joy may 
be full. 

From all that hath been faid, we learn^ 
ift^ How to account for that idolatry 
^hich is fo prevalent in the worlds While 
man remained innocent, he had free accefs 
to the Author of his exiftence : and being 
affured of his friendfliip, hie rejoiced in thje 
.difplays of his glory ; and 4II the creatures 
he beheld, inftead of intercepting or di- 
viding his love, ferved 'Pnly to remind him, 
how much he hiiQfelf was indebted to the 
boimty of their Creator. But fin intro- 
duced a difmal revolution into the heart of 
man. Alienated from God, and confcious 
of deferved punifliment, we either think not 
of him at all, or dread him in the tremen- 
dous charadler of a judge and avenger. At 
the fame time, we muft have fomething to 
gratify our inbred defire of happinefs ; and 
.finding among the creatures around us, not 
«nly the neceffary materials for fupplying 
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our bodily wants, but likewife a variety of 
objects and enjoyments fuited to the in- 
ferior part of our nature, our hearts cleave 
to them, we purfue them with eagemefs, 
and hope to extract that pleafure from the 
poiTeflion of them which we defpair of find- 
ing any where elfe. Hence Ukewife we 

learn, , 

2dl)\ That nothing can avail for the cure 
of this idolatry, which doth not relieve 
from the guilt of fin, and vanquifh the tor- 
menting fear of wrath, by reprefenting God 
in a light wherein we can behold him with 
pleafure ; nay, which doth not bring an 
objedl in view that outfhines a prefent 
world, and will afford that kind of happi- 
neft which is adapted to the nature, and 
commenfurate to the duration, of an im« 
mortal fpirit. Reafon is, in all refpecSs, 
unequal to the tafk. It no doubt can dif^ 
cover, and may defcant very plaufibly upon 
the vanity of the creature : but, alas ! a 
hungry man will feed upon huiks rather 
than ftarve ; nay, reafon itfelf will juftify 
him in doing fo. Something muft be pre- 
iented to him of real worth and excellence j 

fomething 
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fbmething that can fupply all his wants 
and render him contented and happy in* 
dependent of the objeds and enjoyments of 
fenfe. It muft likewife be fomething at- 
tainable ; and which ^ when once obtained, 
cannot be taken from him. 

Upon the whole, then, we fee, in the 3^ 
place, the importance and ufe of faith in 

Ghrifl. The facrifice he offered lays a 

fimi foundation for the hope of pardon to 
the chief of finners. There we fee fin con- 
demned in the flefh, the law infinitely glo- 
rified, and the juftice of the lawgiver, not 
only receiving full fatisfadlion, but more illu-^ 
ftrioufly difplayed, and more highly exalted, 
by the fufferings of his own Son in our na- 
' ture, than it could have been by the final con- 
demnation and everlafting punifhment of the 
whole apoftate pofterity of Adam. This hath 
an obvious and powerful tendency to remove 
thofe fears which neceffarily fpring from a 
fenfe of guilt : for when we difcover a way 
in which God may righteoufly pardon the 
finnerj then we can look up to him with 
hope ; we are no longer compelled to flee 
j^om his prefence ; the revelatipn of mercy 
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and fbrgivenefs invites our approach to hina^ 
and jJiereby weakens one of the ftrongeft 
of thofe cords that bind us to a prefcnt; 
world : — Efpecially when to the intrinii<f 
worth and value of Chrift's facrifice, we 
add, that it was offered up in coniequence 
of a divine appointment : for " Chrift glo- 
" rified not himfelf to be made an high- 
** prieft, but he who faid unto him, Thou 
" art my Son, this day have I begotten 
** thee/' This ftrikes at the very root of 
all diftruft and jealoufy. When we are 
well affiired, that " God fo loved the world, 
" that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
" whofoever belieyeth on him might not 
" perifh, but have everlafling life;" what 
(Ironger evidence could the moft fufpicious 
mind require of his merciful nature, and 
kind regards to the children df men I Doth 
not this aftonifhing adl of grace, this unr 
fpeakable gift^ unmerited, and even unfor 
licited, amount to a full demonftration of 
what the Apoftle John repeatedly afferts, 
viz. God is love ? Can any one that be- 
lieyes this, hefitate for a moment to draw 
the fame conclufion, from it that Paul did, 

^ Rom* 
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fiom. vlii. 32. " He that fpared not his 
*^ own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
" how fliall he not with him alfo freely 

*• give us all things V^ And this leads 

me to obferve, that Chrift's giving himfelf 
for our fills, according to the wilj of God, 
hath a mighty effic^.cy to feparate us from 
idols; not only by laying a folid founda- 
tion for our hope of pardon, and repre- 
fenting the father in fuch a hght as can- 
not fail to vanquifh that fear and jealoufy 
which render the thoughts of him painful 
and alarming to the finner ; biit further, 
Jby giving us the animating profpedl, and 
the fulleft aflurance, of that incorruptible 
inheritance, which our grea|: Redeemer 
hath purchafed with his blood, and pro- 
mifed to beftow upon iall without excep- 
tion, who, acknowledging the original for- 
feiture, and the juftice of the fentence which 
condemns them to die, are willing tP receive 
new life from his hand, and to hold it by 
his right, as a free gift to them, through 
the merit of his obedience unto death in 
their place. This world, as I formerly 
pbfervcd, vain and unfatisfying as it is. 
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will ftill appear of fome importance to men, 
. ih long as they are unacquainted with any 
thing better. It is this that renders death 
the iing of terrors; and they who cannot 
look with comfort beyond the grave, will 
not only cleave to a prefent world', bnt will 
even fubmit to the moft grievous hardfliips 
and inconveniences, rather than confent to 
the diflblution of thefe earthly tabernacles : 
^^ Skin for ikin, all that a man hath will he 
** give for his life." Nothing can reconcile 
us to a removal from this world but the 
difcovery of another, where we fhall con- 
tinue to live and to partake of enjoyments 
preferable to any. of thofe we leave behind 
us. Now, for this difcovery we are wholly 
indebted to the Lord Jefus Chrift. Life 
aiid immortality are brought to light by 
his gofpeL This great objed: darkens the 
delufive luftre of all feen things. What 
hath this earth to offer that can ftand the 
leaft comparifon with that fulnefs of joy 
which is at God's right hand ^ Animated' 
by this profpedl, the believing Hebrews 
^' took joyfully the fpoiling of their goods, 
•^ kjiowing in themfelves, that iu heaven 

" they 
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^* they had a better and more enduring 
*^ fubftance/* They did not regret the loft 
df thofe perilhing trifles, fot which carnal 
men contend with futh eager and unremit- 
ting labour : they looked beyond them to' 
permanent and fubfkantial bleflings, and 
rejoiced in the hope, " that wHen the earthly 
" houfe of this tabernacle fhould be di{^ 
" folved, they had a building of God, an • 
** houfe not made with haiids, eternal in 
** the heavens."7-But I muft here add, that 
all thefe difcoveries, whith have fo obvious^ 
a tendency to feparate us from idols, derive 
their virtue and efficacy from that divine 
Spirit which Chrift purchafed by his fuffer- 
ings, and obedience unto death ; wbofe 
office it is, not only to throw liglit upon 
the great truths revealed in the gofpel, and 
to open or unvail our eyes, that we may 
fee them in all their evidence, but likewifc 
to carry them home into our hearts with 
fuch demonftration and power, that they 
fhall become the type or mould wherein 
that new man is formed, which after God 
is created in righteoufnefs and true holinefs. 
By this divine agent we are born into the 

kingdom 
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kingdom and faifiily of God, and aire coti- 
iiedled with the fpiritual world as really a^ , 
by our natural birth we were introduced 
into and connedled with this material world. 
In confequence whereof, we become fbns, 
not in name only, but in nature ; and, as 
St Paul reafons, upon a principle univerfal- 
ly admitted, " If fons^ then are we alfo 
** heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
" Chrift Jefus." This powerful renova^on 
pulls down at once every idol from the 
throne, and lays them all under the feet of 
the " man in Chrift ^^ for every thing tends 
to the place of its original. " They that are 
** after the flefli do mind the things of the 
" flefli ; and they that are after the fpirit, 
" the things of the fpirit ;'' — *•" They have 
" not received the fpirit of the worl<l, but 
** the Spirit which is of God, whereby they 
" know the things that are freely given? 
" them of God/' And thefe they find to 
be a portion fufficient to fill the moft en- 
larged capacity of their fouls. Being rifen 
with their Lord, they " feek the thingtf 
" which are above, .where Chrift fittech alf 
" the right hand of God.'* They are dead 

to 
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to wharibever is confined to their prefent 
* ftate of eiiftence ; and the new life they 
have received, being " hid with Chrift in 
^ God/* thpy are enabled to conclude, with 
the moft abfolute certainty, " that when he 
** who is their life (hall appear, then Ihall 
"• they alfb appear with him in. glory, and 
** ever after be with the Lord." 

" May he who at firft commanded the 
" light to fhine out of darknefs, flxine into 

*" ** all your hearts, to give you the light of 
•* the knowledge of his glory, in the face 
•* of Jefus Chrift," that each of you may be 
difpofed and enabled to fay. What have I to 
do any more with idols ? And let thofe who 
have experienced the power of divine grace,- 
fliow, by their future condu(5l, that they 

llnd enough in their God and Saviour ta 
render them completely happy; and thai 
the draught they have got of the pure wa- 
ter of life, hath efFe<5lually quenched their 
thirft after the muddy pools of earthly en- 

^joyments. 

Beware, O Chriftians ! of every thing 
that may fully your profeffion, or grieve 



m64 S E R M O N X. 

the Spirit, and thereby breed in you a dif-' 
truft of your perfonal intereft in God's par- 
doning mercy and fandlifying grace : for it 
is " by faith you (land ;" and in the fa^e 
proportion that your faith fails, idols will 
regain their influence in your hearts. I 
ihall therefore conclude with that aflfec- 
tionate exhortation of the Apoftle Jude, ** Yd 
" beloved, building up yourfelves on your 
" moft holy faith, praying in the Holy 
" Ghoft, keep yourfelves in the love of God, 
" looking for the mercy of our Lord Jefus* 
** Ghrift unto eternal life." jfmen. 
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I John Ui. 8. 

For this purpofe the Son of God was manifefi-' 
ed^ that be might dejiroy the works of the 
devil. 



AMong the various motives to the love 
and pradlice of univerfal holinefs with 
which'this ifacred epifUe abounds^ the one 
I have now read to you doth certainly me- 
rit peculiar attention ; and muft to every in« 
genuous mind appear not only moft per-- 
fuafive, but likewife moft animating. For 
who that hath any thirft for true glpry, 
would not aipire to the high dignity of be- 
coming a •* worker-together" with the Son 
of God? Or can any man have reafon to 
entertain the leaft doubt of vi<5lory and 
triumph, who is engaged in a caufe yrhich 
the great Lord of heaven and earth hath un- 
<Iertaken to . fupport ? 

Vol. 11, S I.I 
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1. I propofe, therefore, in the ^rfi place^ 
to offer a few remarks for eftabliihing your 
faith of the important dodrine contained in 
my text. 

2. Secondly^ I {hall give you fbme accoont 
of the principal means by which the Son of 
God hath hitherto condudled his falutary 
undertaking^ and ihall finally deftroy the 
works of the devil. — ^And then diredt you to 
the pradlical improvement of the fubje^ 

I. Fifft^ theti, that you may fee the evi- 
dence by which the dckShine here ailerted is 
confirmed and illuftrated, in the cleafeft 
and mod fatisfying light, I fliall lay before 
you the feveral parts of it, in the fame me- 
thod and order of time in which the Spirit 
of God hath placed them in the facred Scrip- 
tures.- 

If we look back to the Old-Teftament 
writings, we fhall find this dodrine pub- 
lijQied in paradife immediately after the 
apoft^fy of our firft parents, when Satan's 
iifurped domination ccradmenced. Then it 
was, that God faid unto thie ferpent, " Bc- 
^* caufe thou haft done this, I will put en- 

*' mity 
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^ mity between thee and the woman, and 
" between thy feed and her feed: It fhall 
** bniife thy head, and thou flialt bniife his 
** hecL-* This was an early intimation of 
a Saviour, who flionld defeat the malice of 
Satan, the grand adverfary, and prevent the 
total ruin of maokind. 

To prefigure the manher m which he wad 
to atchieve this great deliverance, it deferves 
Our notice, that expiatory facrifices were 
very early appointed. Thus we read, that 
" Abel offered unto the Lord the firftlings 
** of his flock ;'* and when we confider that 
it was not till after the deluge that the ufe 
of animal food was permitted to mln, we 
can hardly doubt, that the ^ coats of Ikins** 
which God is faid to have made for Adam 
and Eve, mufl have been the fkins of ani- 
mals offered in facrifide by his own direc- 
tion- and appointment. Thefe were fignifi- 
cant emblems, or types, of that great atone- 
ment which Chrift was to make in due 
time by the facrifice of himfelf ; in allufion 
to which, he is (lyled, in the New-Teftament 

writings, a lamb^ " the lamb of God," 

82 :" the 
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*^ the lamb flain from the foundation of the 
'' world." 

But left thefe typical reprefentadons o£ 
the promifedy^^^ ihould prove too thick and 
obfcurc a vail, it pleafed God gradually ta 
unfold the purpofes of his grace, by railing 
up prophets at diflFercnt periods of time^ 
who, though they feparately bare witnefi ta 
this illuftrious pcrfon, yet they pcrfcdly 
agreed, in the report they gave of him ; re- 
prefendng him as an irrefiflible conqueror^ 
^' whp fhould divide the fpoil with the 
** ftrong„"— as " the King whom God had 
** fet upon his holy hill of Zion,"-^as *• the 
•* Lord (Irong in battle," •* and mighty to 
*• iayc }'*— v«rho Ihould " proclaim liberty ta 
^^ the captives, and the opening of the prtibn 
** to them that were bound j" — ^who |ihoald 
^^ finifh trani(greflxon, and make an end of 
" fins/' or offerings for fin^ " and maipe 
^^ reconciliation for iniquity^ and bring in 
" everlaiting righteoufnefs.** 

Accordingly, when the fulnefs of tii^ 
was com,e^ tbf Son of God made his entrance 
into the world in the declared charader of 
a Saviour and Reedemer* A heavenly herald 

was* 



V 



Sermon xi. 469 

tvas employed to anncmnce his appearance, 
and to appoint him a n.»me iexpreiSve of his 
oflSlccV ** Thou flialt call his name y^x,'* 
(aid the angel jto Jofej^ ; " for he fhall fave 
•• bis people from their fins." A fpecial 
meflenger was raifed up to prepare the way 
before him^ to bid Satan defiance, and to 
call upon men to ^ repent, beeaufe the 
*• kingdom of God was at haiid." This was 
John, who foon afttr had the honour to in* 
irpdttce Chrift by baptifm into the field of 
battle, aiid tg point him out to the men of 
that age as ^* the Lamb of God which ta- 
*• keth away the fin of the world." 

And now Jet us review his perfonal con^. 
du($, and trace him through the courfe of 
his public miniftry, where we ihall behol4 
the moft ftriking proofs of the Apoftle's a£^ 
iertion, that for this purpofe the Son of God 
was manifefled^ that be might deflroy the works 
rftbc devil. No fooner ia he baptifed, and 
confecraced to hi$ office by the vifible de- 
fcent of the Holy Ghoft, than he fuffers him- 
felf to be " led by the fpirit into the wil- 
^* dernefs," and continued there for the 
(pace qf forty days " tempted of the devil.'^ 

3 3 Th^ 
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The circumftances of this combat, and the 
happy iffue of it, are recorded by three Ei^ 
vangelifts, and are fo generally known, thkt 
I need not ftay to repeat them. This was 
the fir ft fign^l defeat of the adverfary : in 
the wildernefs was the ferpent's head brcH 
ken as tempter^ which on Calvary was after-? 
wards bruifed as tormentor. 

Having thus vanquiftied jhe devil in 
fingle fight, our Lord forthwith invites -men 
to fight under his banner. He choofeth 
twelve apoftles, whom he appoints to be thq 
ilated attendants upon his i>erfon, and the 
principal leaders of the army under him. 
With thefe he joins feventy of a fubordinate 
rknk, to whom he gives orders tp attack the 
enemy, and to exercife the pqwer ^f his 
word ^d ipirit againft him. In obedience 
to his command, and relying upon his aid, 
they refolutely go forth two by . two, into 
every city and place whithey he himfelf 
was tp come; and after a rapid and moft 
fncceftful progrefs, like young fpldiers flufhr 
ed with their firft profperous adventure, they 
F^tum ggain with joy, faying, " Lord, even 

<* the 
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^ the devils are fubje<3; unto us thrbugh thy 
** name." 

Upon this the hotter part of the war be- 
gins. The old ferpent puts forth all his 
ftrength and cunning, raifeth up enemies 
from every quarter, v\rorks upon the pride, 
envy, and prejudices of the Jewifh rulers 
and teachers, and by their agency carries 
on a moft furious perfecution agiinft him* 
Yet ftill this great Captain of Salvation 
maintains his ground, and, amidft all the 
oppofition that is made to him, lays the 
foundation of a kingdom agdinft which 
the gates of hell fliall never be able to pre- 
vail; till at length, by feeming to yield, he 
gives the enemy the mortal blow, purfues 
him into his own dominions ; and, by a 
myfterious wifdom, " through death, he 
** conquers him that had the power of death, 
^* that is the devil :" And having thus ob- 
tained a complete vidory, he rifetdi from thjb 
grave in triumph, afoendeth up on . high, 
leading captivity captive ; where, feated on 
the right hand of the Father, he Ihall con- 
tinue in the exercife of government- as Me- 
S 4 diatov. 
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diator, till all his enemies be made his fboN 
ftool. 

Thus, you ^ee, that the dodrine of my 
text doth not lean upon a fingle teftimony, 
but is fupported by many clear and exprefs 
declarations of holy writ, and beautifully il- 
luftrated by the whole of our Saviour's con- 
dud during the time of his abode on this 
earth. — ^Let us then proceed, 

II. In the y^^ip^^/^ place. To confider more 
f»articular^y fome of the principal means by 
which the Son of God hath hitherto conduced 
-his ialutary undertaking, and fhall finally 
d^roy the works of the deviL 

ift^ lie hath given us the mod certain and 
irnlarged difcoveries of every thing that is 
•xuBceflary to be known, believed, or done by 
us, in order to our prefent improvement 
in holinefs, and die perfedion of our hap- 
pinefs in a future ftate. 
, The devil is ftyled ** the god of this 
** world, who blindeth the minds of thofe. 
** that believe not,'Vand by keeping the light 
from them, leads them captive at his plea- 
sure. And Chrift delivers them from this 

thraldom, 
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tliraldom, by ^ opening dicir eyes, and 
" turning them from darknefs to light j" dis- 
pelling thofe clouds of ignorance, error, and 
prejudice, whereby Satan maintains his u- 
furpation over the hearts of men. 

** No man hath feen God at any time ; the 
** only begotten Son, who is in the tofom 
*• of the Father, he hath declared him." To 
}nm we are indebted for the fulled and 
mod fatisfying information concerning ihc 
nature and perfedions of God Moft High ; 
the meafures of his government, his relation 
to us, and the worfhip that is due to him: 
^nd that neither guilt nor diftance might 
difcourage our approach to the throne of 
his holinefs, Chrift hath opened to us, in 
his own blood, a precious fountain of ibve^ 
reign virtue, in which the chief of iinners 
may wafh, and be made clean ; and by re-* 
vealing to us the myllerious union of the 
divine and human natures, in his own per- 
fon as Mediator, he hath, as it were, thrown 
a bridge over that boundlefs infinite ocean, 
which feparates the creature from the invi«» 
fible Godhead : fo that through the man 
Chrift Jeius, who is alfo God's beloved Son, 

we 
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we may now addrefs the Father of our fjpirits, 
without thkt dread of a repulfc, and fear of 
offending him, which otherwife mufl have 
overwhelmed our minds. He hath given 
us a law which is holy, jufl, and good, ut-^ 
terly fubverfive of the kingdom of Satan, 
and contrary to all his works ; " teaching us, 
*^ that denying ungodlinefs, and worldly lufts, 
^* we fhould live foberly, and righteoufly, 
•* and godly in this prefent world." This 
law he hath enforced with the moft perfua-. 
five arguments. Every motive to obedience 
that can either encourage our hopes, or 
alarm our fears, is fet before us in the 
ftrongeft and moft affecting light. Heaven 
is unfolded to our view, and deftrudlion 
hath no covering : And that no incitement 
may be wanting to invigorate our oppofi- 
tion to the devil and his works, this great 
Captain of Salvation folemnly enlifts us into 
his army by baptifm ; and hath appointed 
the other facrament, not merely to reprefent 
his atoning facrifice, and to remind us of 
the price with which we were redeemed, 
but likewife to afford us an opportunity of 
reCQgnifing his title to our grateful homage 

au4 
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and moft loyal fubjedlion ; and to be a means 
of imparting to our fouls thofe fupplies of 
grace, which will enable us to quit our- 
felves like men, while we fight under his 
banner againft the powers of darknefs, till 
the God of peace ftiall in due time bruife 
Satan underneath our feet. Thus doth 
the Son of God de/lroy the works of the devil^ 
by the dodlrines, and laws, and ordinan- 
ces he hath taught us. To which I add, 

2^/k, The bright and glorious example of 
his life. 

It was the juft reproach of the Jewifh 
teachers, that " they bound heavy burdens, 
** and laid them upon other mens flioulders, 
" but they themfelves would not touch 
♦* them with one of their fingers." — ^Where^ 
as the example of our Lord was of equal 
perfe^ion with his laws. He lived as he 
taught; and the whole of his condudt, 
from his birth to his death, was one conti- 
nued lecSlure of the pureft devotion, the 
iublimefl: morals, and . the moft extenfive 
ufefulnefs. But this opens a field too 
extenfive tp b? entered upon. It muft 

fuffice 
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fuffice at prefent to obferve, that the princi* 
pal virtues which the peculiar charaiSlcr and 
circumflances of our Lord gave him an op- 
portunity to pradlife, were obvioufly adap^ 
ted to counteradl the devil's moft favourite 
vices,-— —How odious, how difgraceful, do 
human pride and vain-glory- appear, when 
fet in oppoiition to the lowlinefs of Chrift, 
who, ** though he was in the form of God, 
** and thought it not robbery to be equal 
^ with God, yet made himfelf of no repu- 
^ tation, and took upon him the form of st 

" fervant ?** ^With what perfudive elo- 

i|uence doth the contempt he poured upon 
the riches, and honours, and pleafures of 
this world, reprove and condemn the covet- 
ouihefs, the ambition, and fenfuality of 
men ? — His condefcenfion to the mean, and 
his fympathy with the miferable ; his meek-f 
jiefs in receiving and forgiving injuries ; 
and his patience in enduring the moft grie- 
vous fufferings, do all ferve to expofe the 
deformity of thofe oppofite diftempers which 
give Satan fb much room in the hearts of 
moft men. After this manner doth iht 
perfedl example of the Son of God in our 

nature 
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liature contributei to the fubverfion of the 
kingdom of darknefs. But, 

;^dlyj It was by hiai obedience unto death 
that our Lord did moft eminently dtjlroy 
the works of the devil \ as we learn from the 
paflage to which I formerly alluded, Heb# 
ii. 14. ** Through death he deftroyed him 
•* that had the power of death, that is the 
** devil." Accordingly, in the epiftle to the 
Coloflians, the crofs of Chrifl is compared 
to a triumphal chariot, on which, having 
fpoiled principalities and powers, he made a 
fliow of them openly. I fhall therefore dif^ 
courfe at greater length upon this bead, 
^nd^endeavour to illuftrate the efficacy of 
Chrlft's death, in counterading and defeac- 
ing the malice of Satan, i^. As it advances 
the glory of God, which he fought to imj- 
pair ; and, 2^, As it purchafeth and fecures 
the falvation of men, in fpite of all his"" at- 
tempts to ruin them. Thefe fubjeds, 

which are no lefs delightful than interefting, 
will ferve to unfold the meaning of that 
heavenly anthem with which angels cele- 
brated the birth of our Lord : " Glory to 

"God 
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devils mud look at with fhame and confu<« 
lion. The Son of God fuffers, that the fin- 
ner may efcape ; and thus mercy and truths 
righteoufnefs and peace, which are never to 
meet upon thofe apoftate fpirits, meet and 
embrace upon the crofs of Chrift ; and God 
appears infinitely juft, as well as infinitely 
gracious, when he juftifies thofe who be- 
lieve in Jefus* 

In fhort, all the attempts of Satan to im- 
pair or darken the glory of God, ferve only 
to furnifli out a theatre for the more illu- 
(Irious difplay of it. He pulls down his 
kingdom with his own hands, and builda 
up that which he meant to overturn. It is 
impofllble to know with certainty what 
views he had of the Mefliah ; but it is plain^ 
that he thought his death would bring 
great advantage to himfelf. Me very pro- 
bably hoped, that by this horrid deed, God 
would be provoked finally to abandon tho 
human kind. The Jews were the only fb-« 
ciety of true worfhippers upon earth, the 
people whom God had chofen f^r his pe- 
culiar inheritance; and if their charter 
could be broken, by their ungrateful rejec-t 

don, 
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tion, and barbarous murder, of their long- 
^romilM King, then of courfe they would 
fall tfi his fliare ; and fo the whole world 
•Would become his own, dnd God hat^e no 
tribute of praife from men, Biit, O the 
depth bf the richeS^ both of the wifddm and 
knowledge of God ! Here again Satan is 
caught in his own fnare ; and by feieking to 
ienlarge his kingdom, faps the foundation 
bf it; Cbrift being lifted up on the crofs, 
dr^ws all men unto him. Ifhe Covenant of 
peculiarity, doth indeed ceafej but then it is 
fucceedcd by a better and more extetifive 
bnc. The wall of partition that inclofed 
the Jews, and feparated them frona the reft 
of the world, is now broken down ; and 
the divine goodnefsj which formerly ran in 
a* narrow channel, now dilates itfelf, and 
embraceth a whole world, men of all kin- 
dreds, nations, and languages. Thus Sa- 
tan^ by overdoing, undoes his intereft ; by 
grafping at the Jews, he lofeth his Hea- 
then fubjedls : for as Paul writes to the 
Ephefians, chap. ii. 13. i^j. " But now in 
" Chrift Jefus, ye who fometimes were 
" far off,'* (being alitns from the com* 
Vol. Hi T monweakh 
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. ixionwealth of Ifrael, and- ftrangers from 
the covenalits of promife), " are made nigH 
" by the ^ blood of Chrift. For he is o\ir 
*' peajcc, who hath made both one, and 
" hath ' broken 4own the middle wall of 
" partition between- us."—" Now therefore/^ 
as it follows, rer. 19. ** ye are no more ftran- 
" gers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens 
•* with the faints, and of the* houfehold of 
" God." Chrift, after his refurrecSfcioh, fent 
forth .his apoilles to preach the gofpel to every 
ereature. In obedience to his command^they 
flew abroad like lightning, invaded the king- 
dom of darknefs pn .all quarters, and made 
an amazing progrefi in their own day. And 
we look by faith for fUU more glorious timqs, 
when the dominion of Satan ihall be utterly 
lubverted, and all the nations pf the earth 
fhall be brought ta the knowledge of the 
only true God, and of Jefus Chrift whojn 
he hath fent, whom to know is life etemaL 
Thus doth the death of Chrift defiroy the 
works of the devil j inafmuch as it difplays 
the glory of all the divine perfedlipns, and' 
enlarges the kingdom of God among men, 

by 
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by thofe very means which Satan employed 
to fully the one and to diminifc the othen 

2. The death of Chrift is no lefs effedlual 
bp. purchafe and fecure the falvation of men^ 
in fpite of all Satan V attempts to ruin them,^ 
This: partly appears from what hath beea 
already fuggeiled*. His blood is the price 
Wbkb tjedieemd the foul; it expiates th& 
guilt of^ fin> and gives full fatisfadion to 
diviai^ Jultic? : fo tiaat now the grand ob-^ 
flacle is rempyed^ which obftruded the 
iliCmec'ef accefs tp God/ and excluded hitn« 
from, any iharq in the fruits of his bene- 
$f:«pqev But this is not all: The death of 
Cklift doth likewife ajSbrd the mod per- 
A^t^ve and e0e6tual motives to that bo/i^ 
«9^f ** Mrithout which no man fliall fee 
*f God j" and thus diredly dejlroys the works 
^ibtdtviL Here ve behold the frightful 
^peifiaf fin« Hell itfelf doth not furnifh 
fuch an awful reprefentation^ either of its 
intrinfic malignity, or its heinous demerit. 
How deep, how black, mud that {lain have 
been^ which nothing could wafh away but 
the blood of Chrift ? — How deadly the dif- 
Cftfe which no other jmedicine could cure ?— 
T % How 
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How tremendous that jBftice, which no-^^ 
thing left could fatisfy than thfe death of 
him who created the worlds ? In vain doth 
Satail tempt us to prefume^ if we duly attend 
to this. Here fin is made to appear ex- 
<ieeding finful ; and Chrift from the croft 
proclaims God's infinite abhorrence^ of that 
accurfed thing^^ and his refolution , to punifli 
it, ^ith a louder and more alarming voice 
than even the howlings of the damned 
themfelves can do.— —And then what an 
eflPedlual remedy have we here againft de-^ 
/pair? This 'is another engine which the 
enemy of our fouls feldoin fails to employ^ 
When he cannot hold us bound witb t^ 
Cords of prefumption, he will- next attempt 
to plunge us into the gulph of defpaif, aiUcf 
will be ready to fay to us, (as Jolhua faid 
to the Jews with a very diflferent aimj^ 
** Ye caiinot ferve the Lord, for he is. a 
•* holy God." Your fins are ik) multiplied^ 
and your bad habits fo ftrong, that it is a 
vain thing to think of amending now* 
But the crofs of Chrift fuggefts to the be* 
liever a fufficrent anfwer to this objedliom 
True it is, can he fay, that my fims. ba¥t 

been 
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becin many ^nd grea^pj but here is blood 
that " clfeaafeth fVotn ail fin." .My: corrupt 
jpaffiong'^ are indeed flrong ; but th^n my 
Redeemer is *' mighty to fave." He would 
iiot purchafe an inheritance for me; whick 
5*couId tiot be rendered capable of poflcf* 
fing. . -He who died to prepare a heaven for 
hisipeople, is ceitainly . able to. prepare his 
{)aE>^le.' fdr heaven. He knows my. .weafc- 
xiefF, andyet calls: qpon me to follow hiin j 
and ^therefore Itannot) I dare hot, defpair 
of hia help. I will go. forward in his. name, 
and he will maikie his grace fuflicient for me. 
Thus .doth the death ! of : Ghrift : deftrdy the 
-works ofihe devil, inafihuch. as it fur- 
niOieth his people with, the ftrongeft argu- 
4nents- againft fin, and the mod perfaafive 
motives to faith and holy obedience ; and 
hath; inoreover merited for them that fu- 
pfernatural afiiftance, by which : they are 
encouraged to attempt^ nay, (as the fAppftk 
Paul afliires us from !his; own experience), 
by which they are adhially enabled ;to do 
ail things. ■- Which leads me to men*- 
lion a ■-.• ■ .'■■.:-.'' 

Fourth . and principal means, by which 
T 3 th$ 
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the Son of God d^roys the works of the dcf^il; 
namely, ; the divine efficacy of the Hply 
Spirit, regenerating the foaUf of men^ filling 
'them with light, and love, and ftreogt^:; 
ipiiling down thofe proud imaginiLtioniS 
%hich -cxalt themfelves againfl .God, aod 

♦ bringing evqry thought into capdvity t0 
^he obedience of Ghrift. The HolySpi^'it i$ 
Chrift'§ vicegerent upon es^rtb, -rBn&!^iz)rt]i 
by him tq fupply; his place, and to.cce(^^hii^ 
^ihrone in the hearts (S)f men, upoa fdhe rtirns 
pf Satan's kirigdorti. Thi§ hefd^th^ hy 
.ppenihg their tihderitsqidings toi kinderftaojd 
:the Scripmresy ' and Ic^ing them ^ ^to * the 
• knowledge xof all neceilary truths ;oby /con- 
vincing them of dieir.ifin ^d mifety, co- 
lightening their minds in the knowledge of 
■ phrift, and renewing their wills, whereby 
he not only perfuadcs, but effeAuaUy en- 
jable? tl^m.to embrace, Ghrift as he is itxfleF- 
Led ; by fhedding abroad : the love of .God^ 
.in: their hearts ji/furnifhing them jwit|x 
Jftrength to refift temptations, to oyercc»ae 
the world, to mortify the deeds of the body, 
and to crucify the flefh with the afFe^ons 

. arid lufts.-— -Thefe are fpmc of the eflfedl* 
^ whph 
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iwhich the Scriptures attribute to the Spirit 
of' Chrift. By thefe^^ihe ftrong man armed 
is driven out of his palace j he is dripped of 
his armpur, and his goods are fpoiled* Thus 
the foul is refcued from the bondage of Sa-^ 
itan ; add the iinner is made willing by a 
day: 'o^' power to yield himfelf unto God, 
foid te*'fWalk in newnefs of life. :. | 

5/i6fy, T^e Son of God will finally defiroy 
ibe^orks of the depily aatrhen he fhall come 
ihe'fwond time to judge the world in -right 
fieotffhefs. Theft fhall the kingdom x?f dark-? 
neft^^^be plucked ^up' by the roots ; ■, thefti fhalj 
thd rSUftfomed of:; the Lord be cox;uSrnfied in ^ 
fta^e of- unchangeable purity and,happinei«^ 
Satan &all no more vex and feduce them ; 
^ut hg^- with all the. workers, of iniquity^ 
4hall -be thruA down into thofe eyerlafting 
4buftiuigS) which the .wrath. of Qod^ like -a 
^t«fdtu' of brimftone, doth kindle and ea- 
^flame ; the fmoke whereof »fcendeth for 
c?er iud even 

"■" ■ • J.*' 

Thus have I illuftrated the dodrine of 

my text, and taken notice of fome of the 

principal means by which ii^e Svn oj God^ 

T 4 ^^ 



i 



a8S S E I^. M ON XI.^ 

hath faitherto coniluc^ed the war. againit 
Satan, atid fliall finally dtjlroy the works, of 
the devil: And now, in the review of all (hat 
hath been faid, let us, in the > ^., 

i/? place, Praife and magnify o.ur grga^ 
Deliverer, ^v ho came into the world npoi) 
fo merciful an errand., t' O thp h^igJ^^C 2^4 
V depth, the breadth.and the length, • of the 
^* love of Chrift !" k might juftly h^yebeeil 
feared, that if the Son of Gfod was to yifi| 
this earth, it would have been fpr.ii v^py 
different eyid, even to diiplay the glpry flf 
divine ju^ice, by execuiihg:::vengew^€e upr 
on thofe ungrateful creatum.wbp hid rifim 
up in rebellibn againft the. God thaf mad? 
them. But behold, • and; wonder ! he c^m^ 
to fave, and not to deftroyi^ *! .For GcMd;^a|: 
<* not his $on into the .world to condegai^ 
*^ the world, but .thal:,;th)C world throug^k 
" hiin might be faved-'V . J>Iay, he can^e to 
deftroy thofe enemies who had vanquifb^^ 
us, and to refcue us out of their hands. 
^* Lord, whatisnxan, that: thou art mindful 
" oi him ?l ' My brethren, however coldjy 
we may think or talk of thefe matters, aa- 
-gels, whom they lefs concern, contemplate 
'' ^hem 
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^hem .with ecftafy. Tbiey fliouted for joy 
svhen ' the : world was made; tut dipy faift 
a.highne;: note to celebrate the redemption pf 
paankind.. And fliaJl men be filenV',while 
jmgels.fing^ P let us contend with' thofe 
blej^d^pirits in the praifes of oiir owji^Re- 
jle^ni«^ H?, .is their Lord, "but .We is oxff 
SaviQurv Let.Qur fquls^, and all that is with- 
ixx us, be ftirred up to bleft hiih.r and tet 
mevex^^aj this diftance. begin that grateful 
triuwp^ajit : fong, " Udfe "him that loved 
" us, aad .wafhed i^s jfrom. our fins, in his 
•J^pwn blood, and hath ;piade US kings ^nd 
**? priefts unto God and his Father, toj him 
*' be glory and dominion for ever 'and 
J'. ever. . . ^r 

,, zdly^ Thi^ dodrine yields the ftrohgeft 
CQufolation tp. every fincere Chrlftian. He 
is engag; d in a caufe that mud prevail; he 
follows a Leader whom no might can with- 
ftand ; he contends with a . fubdued and 
vanquilhed foe, who hath already received 
jthe mortal wound, and ere long fliall be caft 
down and .trampled under his feet. And 
will not this infpire you with courage and 
fortitude? You fight under a General whom 

Satan 
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Satan i(e^eth ;.and ^though he ufeth every 
arafice to make others unbelievers, yet he 
liimfetf Relieves ^d trembles^ Remember 
lie batdea^nd vidlories of your Redeeiner ; 
c^n^der the virtue of his blood, and the' efr- 
ffficv of his Spirit, Let fj^ith behold him 
in his nrefeht exaltation at the-iFatfeer** 
fight hand, .pleading ^ your caufe^ and ob^i 
f^^nR your .coniii^iS ; covering yoiiif hdads, 
and healing: your wounds r^wMle" he pre-^ 
mre$ For you ^(2fe croWns ;6f glory that 
ihjJl .never fade aiviiy: ang th^^n cry out 
j^A the Apoft^^^ liply triumph/ •* If God 
f^.^e forus,j^^^ l)c ?tgaihf! tjs f^--~r 

f* W^o' fliallYepva^^^^ us froiti the love of 
f^ God ? ihall tribulation, or ditbrdfe, or perfcr 
f«; cutiqp, or fafr^i^e, or nakednefs, or p^ril, 
^^J>r fwordT ,l^ay,' in all thpfe things we are 
K mpre tha^ CQhcjuerp^^ through him tKat 
>f. Joved us:''— ^ bold, O Chiiftians ! in^thc 
jcauic^of righ^e'i^^^^ Let the wicfccid blufli ; 

rthcy have.reaibn to do fo : their work is bale, 
jl^ji their wages, deadly : but furely the difci- 
jjles of Jefus have np^.caufe to be afliamed, 
rwhether they.cpiifider the nature <>f their fer- 
yice, or the reward that attends it. \^ And what 
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^:rq)rp9jeh;isrit9 ^tbat^he (Laires of Satan ihoul4 
aifl: nipre -^igorouily-for their. inafter, thaa 
we do for ours ? Their caufe is not pivly bad 
in itielf, but defperate too, as -to any.prop 
^edl of fuccefs : whereas the intereft .for 
whjtch -we contend, is fo juft and honourable, 
ilhiat the very attempting to fupport it is^glop- 
^iousfj ^f)d nnlefe-we were to fiipppfe, that 
0ai¥^pptence may become weak, and the 
jpfc^tor b^ overmatched by the ^oi^man- 
:lhip of his own hands, we are :fure of vic- 
lory, - W^at then 'ihoul4 we fear^ Be 
,|brGf£^g^ ^O-bsheyers I and , of .good . courjiigq ; 
^^^fight^i^he ^fttUi^of the Lord of hpfts; 
^;ul4 &^i^P^ ^^ ^ ^^ P with ypu,. than akU 
.Jh?^tr^an;b$^^ygaiQ%iyJ9u• , Say .nottlpiat you 
arerrfie.rfonsTof the^^qft Jiigh, .wd bom 
•from a^ve, nnlefs you can prove, your dc- 
fccQ^ ,^y-daring to :be holj in fpii« pf de- 
vils' and imefu TThebattie may be hot, but 
\t canijpt laft long. Death willr.ibpn come, 
and tell you, that ^your warfare ijs^accom- 
plifhed ; and angels, .whp now minifter to 
youvrithjoy, wijl; carry ypu home in tii- 
umph to your Fadjjer's liouie ; ai^ the Re- 
deemer, by whole blood and Spirit you 

pvercofnp 
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cvcrcome, *mll put the cix>wn upon your 
iieatl^, and^ grant uiito you to fit with him 
* in Jiis throne, even as he alfo overcame, 
"* "and'is ftt down with the Father in his 
*• throne.'* ^- 

3i//f, The ftability of the g^pcl-church 
Is a'Tieceflfiiry confequence -of the dodtrine 
in' my text. Zion^sXirig fliall have a ftfcd 
to fetve him as long' as dm and mopn en- 
dure?. ■ ''The church- he hath puVchafed with 
hh blood'is built upon a rock^ againift 
which the gates of -hell fhall never prevaiL 
\f he "heathen may rage, and the people 5- 
magihe vain things ; the king» of the eai^ 
Blay fee themttlves, and the iriilers take 
counfbl together, ^gainll: the Lord, and a* 
gainft his Anointed,' -faying^ Let us break 
Aeir "bands afimdcr, and caft away dicir 
cords ifirom us : But he* that €ttet1i in the 
]ieav6ils mall laugh-; the- Lord -(hall have 
them in derifion • and at length he (hall 
ipeakninto them in "his wrath, and vei them 
in his fbfe difpleaiurc. TTie proudeft of 
Ills dnemies fhall lick 'the duft, when he 
arifeth to plead the cauie diat is his own : 
and therefore his people may well rejoice 

under 
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XLudtT the heavieft prefflTiore of afflidtion, and' 

look by faith throtigh the darkeft clotid^ ttf* 

the complete redemptidn of iffael from all 

his troubles. ** For Jeruialem ihall be a 

•* burdenfome ftone for all people: jtlltKat 

** b^rden themfelvcs with it fliall be cift .ia 

^ pieces, though all the people of the earth 

^iifhould be gathered together againft it'* 

'-i^^bfy^ This important. fubjedlfuggefls a 

irariety of ufeful inibrudtipns to all who bear 

office in the church of Chrift; and more 

eipecially tO'thofe who labour im word and 

doctrine *. To us is committed the mini* 

ftfy of reconciliation, that ! by the manifeftaw 

tionof the truth as it i^ in Jefiis^ the eyes 

t>f finnetisi may be opened, amd they turned 

from darknefs to lightj and from the poweir 

dJF Satan unto God, We are commanded 

^td preach the word, to be mfllantm fea*- 

•*» Ion and out of feafon, to rtprbve, rebuke, 

^-^and exhort, with all long^fnfiPering and 

^ dodrine.** ^ " In meeknefs inftruding 

** thofe that oppofe themfelvcs ; if God per- 

** adventure will give them repentance to 

«* the 

^ ♦ Preached at tlie opening of the General Affcmbljr 
of thte Church of Scotland, 1772. 
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<* tke ackttol^ledgiQg of the trutk; and diit 
** tbey may! recdver theakfelilPcs om of the 
•• fnare <tf the devil,, who arc taken captive 
«^ by him at his will.*' 

Thia, my fathers and brethren^ is the* 
great aim of the facred office we be^ ; tcP 
which^ not our public miniftradooa onlyv 
but' every part of our condud^ ought to be 
fubiervient. Let ua keep this aim con- 
tinually in our eye, as a lamp. to our fett^ 
and a light unto our path ; and^ iik pattL* 
Cular, let us place it full in our view whm 
we are aflembled together in the QAme o£ 
our Lord^ to deliberate and judge iii maiH 
ters which belong to his fpiritual kitagdoesb 9 
remembering, that as all our authority is 
derived from him^ fo the exerciie of that 
authority can be no further valid than as it 
is regulated by his will, and fubordinaied 
to the purpqfe for which the Sgn ef God war.^ 
manffeftsd; and confequently, that eyery %6k 
and deciiion of an oppofite tendency, ihaM 
be finally difawned and reprobated by him^ 
who came to dfftrojf the worts of the deviL 
Amen* 
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PHiLippiAiis i. 27. 

Only kt your eonverfatim be as it befometb Ae. 
:g<>ffH 0f Cbrifi, 

1["T will be to HttW ptirpioffi to f n^tik^ what 
JL Ibnd of tonver/athn hetmetb ihi gc^ cjf 
CSr^, tin Wd be fatisficd, id theflfft ^ho^ 
iiia^ khi& charge, Whidl «7^i origiliallj ad^ 
drei^ed to the PhilippianS) saajr^ l^ith e^udl 
jptbprifety, be addreffed to us. 

The qtialifying particle only, i^vith wfa^ 
the Apo(tie introduces the eiLhdrt&doif^ 
plidnly denotes, that, in his own judgement 
tibe deibiind he made was no \t& niodtfrMft 
than it was juft : Only let your converfiaiok it 
as if beiontitb the go/pel of Chrifi, This is all 
1 require j and yon cannot with decency afk^ 
nor in feafon hope, that leis fhould be ac«- 
ceptedl To this conclufion he was niatu*- 
rally led by the character and cif cnmflance* 
of thofe to whom he wrotCi His «pilUe 

was 
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was infcribcd, not to unbelieving Jews or 
Gentilesf but to faints in Chrifi Jefus ; to meii 
who had been converted to the Chriftian 
, faith, as we learn from the foregoing part 
of the chapter. And it is material to ob* 
ferve, that as Chriftianity had been treated 
with peculiar indignity at Philippi, Where 
Paul and his companion Silas witre, by^ or- 
der of the magiftrates, puWicly fcourged 
and call into prifon, therefore th?, proffflioa 
of the gofpel, in fuch a place, .was juftfy 
intitled jto the moil favourable conftr.udion : 
for nothing lefs than a deep convi^ipn of 
its truth and excellence, could be fuppofe^ 
to have induced any inhabitant of that city, 
to profefs a religion that inevitably expofed 
him to thofe contemptuous, as Vdl as pain* 
ful fufferings, which a generous and feeUng 
mind would of all others mod anxiouily 
wifli to avoid. .. , 

Surely, th^n, the Apoftle could have ho 
reafon to fufpe<5l, that a. demand. fo mode- 
Tate would either offend or furprife tfiem : 
Let your converfation be as it beconutb the goj^ 

pel of Cbriftn^ You have embraced the 

faith of the gofpel, and continue to make 

an 
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an open confeffion of it, without any allure* 
tnents of a . temporal nature, nay, in the 
face of the mod obvious and alarming dif- 
couragements j and therefore, as there can 
be no room to call in queftion eithef your 
belief of its docSlrines, or your regdrd to its 
laws, I may, without prefumption, hope to 
obtain your confentj when I only exhort you 
to adl a confident and uniform part, by 
fuiting your converfation to the religion 
you have chofen, and have the fortitude to 
avow. 

It is triie, and it ought to be gratefully 
acknowledged, that our prefent fituation 
in thefe lands is very different from that of 
the ancient Philippians. Chriilianity^ as re- 
formed from the corruptions of Popery, is 
the eftablilhed religion of our country : fo 
that if a man believe the goljpel of Chrift, 
he may, with the mod perfedl fafety to his 
perfon and property, make as public a con- 
feffion of his faich as he inclines. But it is 
equally true^ that no man is compelled by 
the terrors of perfecution to protefs Ghridi- 
anity, if he do not believe it j nay the pro- 
feffipn of incredulity itfelf, if it break not 

Vol. II. U forth 
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fortli into blafphemy, aggravated by fedi* 
tion, doth not always prove an unfurmount* 
able bar in the way to any office, civil or 
military, which the perfon is otherwife 
qualified to fill, or hath intereft to obtain r 
and therefore, though the mere profefiion of 
Chriftianity be not attended with any tejn- 
poral inconveniences, yet as the warn of 
fuch profeflion doth not exclude a man from 
any temporal advantages, and as neither 
the profeflion nor praiftice of ChrlRianity 
can be faid, in the ordinary courfe of things^ . 
to help any man forward in the line of 
worldly pronaotion ; hence it follaws, diat 
every baptifed perfon, who hath not openly 
renounced " the Lord that bought him," 
but ftill retains the name of Cbriftian^ and 
would complain of abufe and injury if his- 
title to that appellation were either denied 
or called in queftion, muft be confidered a4 
kcfling from the freed choice in the profeifioijt 
he makes j and can have no reafon to be 
ftartled, far lefs to be offended, when wc 
addrels him in the words of this holy Apoftle^ 
Let y w converfatim be as it bccomeib the gof- 
pel of Cr'ijh — Should it be otherwife with 

any 
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hjiy of us, the confequences ^rc obvious ; 
and upon every fuppoQtioii we cdn make, 
inuft prove equally fatal to out* pedce and to 
our hodour. 

If we believe riot the gofpel, why do vre 
profefs it?— To lie in any cafe is fhameful^ 
how great foever the temptation may be : 
but to lie deliberately without any tempta- 
tion at all, whichj as I juft now obferved, 
is the preferit cafe j nayi td perfift in that 
lie from day to day, when telling the truth 
could not hurt nor endanger any fecular 
intereft Whatfoever, is a bafenefs the mod 
fuperfluous^ ahd confequently the moft 
contemptible, that can poflibly be ima- 
gined. 

On thiB other hand, if we truly believe 
what we profefs, what an odious as well aS 
diigraceful appearance miift wd make, when . 
bur converfation is fuch as doth not bicome 
the go/pel of Cbri/i ? By " holding the truth 
" in uririghteoufnefs," and counteradling 
the dictates of religion, and the convidliou 
of our own minds, we expofe ourfelves to 
the lafhes of that felf-reproach which will 
not fail to occupy every lucid, interval be* 
U a twixt 
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twixt the tumultuous gratifications of paf- 
fion and appetite ; while at the fame time,, 
by continuing to profefs that gofpel we- 
countera(5l, we every day publifti our fhame 
and mifery to the world around us, and- 
virtually confefs, that we are guilty and 
felt condemned before all who have an op- 
portunity of obferving our condudl. 

So that the fubjedl of my text is one of 
the moft important that can employ our 
attention, as our pra<5lical regard to this 
demand of the Apoftle is abfolutely necef- 
fary to preferve the peace and purity of 
our own hearts, and to fupport that cha- 
radler which the moft profiigate reverence, 
and which all who can difcern real beauty 
and excellence will covet to poflefs ; I mean, 
the venerable character of an upright man. 

Having thus prepared the way, by ihow- 
ing, that the fame charge which was pri- 
marily addreffed to the Philippians, may, 
with ftridl juftice and propriety, be extended 
to us, let us now proceed to examine, with 
attention and candour, the ftandard to 
which our conformity is enjoined ; or, in 
other words, let us inquire into that gofpel of 

Chriji 
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Cbri/l to which our converfation^ that is, the 
whole of our external condu6l, as expreffing 
the inward temper of our hearts, ought to 
be fuited. 
• Among the various particulars included 
• in the gofpel of Chrift, the two following 
maybe felc(5led as the mod diftinguiftiing 
and comprehenfive, namely, 

I. The DoSlrines we are taught to believe j 
and, " 

II. The Laws we are commanded to obey. 
Each of thefe particulars I (hall examine 

apart ; from whence we fhaJl difcover, with 
eaie and certainty, what manner of convert 
fation it is that may be faid to become the gof- 
pelof<:hriJi. 

I. I BEGIN with the DoSrints of the gof- 
pel, or the truths we are taught to believe. 
And without defcending to the peculiar 
tenets, or modes of expreflion, by which 
Chriftians of any denomination have cho- 
fen to diftinguifh themfelves, I fliall con- 
fine myfelf entirely to thofe capital points, 
in which the fober and intelligent of al- 
U 3 moft 
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mod every denoininatioii will be found tq 
agree. 

Now the go^^fj ftridlly fo called, or tfeat 
•• word of reconciliation," the fubftancc 
whereof the Apoftle hath elfewhere expref- 
fed in one fliort featence, to wit, " That 
V God wa in Chrift reconciling the world 
U unto himfclf, not imputing their trefpat 
*' fee unto thein," nereffarily fuppofes, that 
inan is in a (late of diftance and alienation 
from God, liable to punifhment in confe- 
quence of his apoftafy ; and fo perverte4 
4ind enfeebled, that he hath neither the dif^ 
pofition nor the ability to do any thing tha( 
can be effedual for his own recovery. 

It informs us, that ** God who fpared 
** not the angels that finned, but hath re- 
** ferved them in everlafting chains under 
" darknefs to the judgement of the grea^ 
^ day," fo pitied the human race, " that 
** he fent his only begotten Son into the 
*• world, not to condemn the world, but 
f* that the world through him might be 
?' faved." — The nature and dignity of this 
great Deliverer are thus defcribed by an 
infpircd Apoftle : " In the beginning was 
' "the 
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^ tlie Word, and the Word was with God, 
*• and the Word was God. All things 
•* were made by him; and without him 
** was not any thing made that was made." 
This " Word,'* adds he, " was made flefh, 
" and dwelt" or tabernacled ** among men.** 
— ^ He who was in the form of God, and 
*' thought it not robbery to be equal with 
^' God, made himfelf of no reputation, took . 
** upon him the form of a fervant, and wa$ 
^ made in the likeneis of men : and being 
^^ foimd in fafliion as a man, he hum* 
^ bled himfelf, and became obedient unto 
** death, even the death of the crofs.'* — ^Thi« 
death is uniformly reprefented by all the 
New-Teftament writers as an atoning fa- 
crifice for the fins of men. Hence Chrid 
is ftyled ^^ the Lamb of God which taketh 
** away the fin of the world.*' He is faid 
to ^* have borne our fins in his own body 
** on the tree," and ** to have made peace 
** by the blood of his crofsj" to have " beea 
** made fin for us, who knewno fin, that we 
^* might be made the righteoufnefs oi God 
^ in him ;*' and " to have fuflPered, the juft 
^* for the unjuft, that he might bring us to 
U 4 « Qod." 
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« God." The Apoftle John calls him " the 
" propitiation for our fins;'* and the author 
of this epiftle, in another letter addrelfed to 
the Chriflians at Rome, (the principal aini 
whereof was to explain and vinvlicate this 
important dodlrine), exprefsly fays, that 
" we are juftified freely by the grace of God, 
" through the redemption that is in Chrift 
*' Jefus, whom God hath fet forth to be a 
** propitiation through faith in his bloody to 
^* declare his righteoufnefs for the remiflion 
" of fin ; that he may be juft, and the ju- 
" ftifier of him that belie veth in Jefus." 

The gofpel doth every where prefent him 
to our view, as a powerful^ 2ifuitabley yea a 
necejfary Saviour ; io neceffary^ that " there.is 
** not falvation in. any ot.ier ;" fo powerful^ 
that " he is able to fave to the uttermoft all ■ 
" that come unto God by him;" and fo 
fuited to the circumftances of fallen crea- 
tures, that they who are funk into the moft 
deplorable llate of ignorance, guilt, pollu- 
tion, and fervitude, are rendered " com- 
" plere in him," — ^^ who of Goji is made 
*' vnto them wifdom, and righteoufnefs, and 
^^ fandification, and redemption." 

We 
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We are further taught, that faith in. 
Chrift, or a cordial acceptance of him, ia 
the full extent of his character as Mediator, 
is the appointed moans whereby we become 
interefted in this ail-fulEcicnt Saviour. For 
" this is the command of God, that we be- 
** lieve on the name of his Son Jefus Ghrift.'* 

" He that believeth on the Son, hath 

" everlafting life ; he that believeth not the 
f* Son, fhall not fee life, but the wrath of 
," God abideth on him." Which laft ex- 
preffion plainly impUes, that the finner is 
previoufly unjder a fentence of condemna*-' 
tion ; and that by rejedling the oflFered 
ranfom, the fentence remains in full force, 
and his former guilt becornes dill more ag- 
gravated by his ingratitude and obftinacy: — • 
whereas upon bur believing in Chrift Jefus, 
we forthwith obtain the remiilion of finsj 
for " the blood of Jefus cleanfeth from all 
f' fin." And " being thus juftified by faith, 
?* we have peace with God through our 
*5 Lord Jefus Chrift :" nay, we are adopted 
into the family of God ; for " to as many 
" as receive Chrift, to them gives he power 
f * to become the fons of God, even to them 

" that 
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^ that believe on his name." Neither h 
diis a mere honorary title ; but they on 
whom it is conferred are adually enriched 
with all the privileges the title imports : to- 
gether with the dignity^ they receive the na^ 
ture of children. They are regenerated by 
grace ; the Spirit is given to them, both as 
a fandlifier and a comforter, to heal their 
difeafes, and to make them ^ partakers of 
" the divine nature;" — " to fhed abroad 
** the love of God in their hearts ;" and to 
bring them with filial boldnefs to the throne 
of grace, where they fliall obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help them in every time 
jof needs till the divine Ufe, which is beguQ 
on earthy fhall attain its full perfection va 
die kingdom of heaven, that undefiled and 
permanent ** inheritance, which is refcrved 
^ for all thofe who, being bom of God, are 
^ kept by his power through faith unto 
^ falvation." 

Once more, the gofpel informs us, that 
this Jefus, ** who died for our fins, ro/e 
" again for our juftification ;" hereby gir 
ving the mod authentic evidence, that he 
}i^d fiaifhed his great underuking, and was 

accepted 
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accepted by the Father in all that he taught^ 
and aded, and fuffered upon earth ; " that 
:•* he afcended up on high/' as a triumphant 
conqueror, " leading captivity captive;** 
3vhere, being qo^ftituted " head oyer all 
.** things for the church/' he now fits enthro- 
ned at the right hgnd of God ; from whence 
he fliall once more defcend to this earth, not 
in the form of a fervant, but clothed with 
^ajelly, and attended by all the holy an- 
gels, tQ gather together his eledl, in whom 
he ihall be glorified ; while at the fame 
itime, as an awful and righteous Judge, he 
iliall " take vengeance on them th»t know 
f* not God, and obey not his gofpel j whq 
** fhall be punjftied with everlafting deilruc- 
.** tion from the prefence of the Lprd, and 
" from the glory of his pqwer." 

All who are acquainted with the Scrips 
tures muft be fenfible, that in delivering 
this fummary of Chrifti^n dodlrjne, I have 
done litde more than repeated the words of 
the New-Teftament writers as they are irranf- 
iated into our own language ; and there- 
fore I may take it for granted, that thofe 
capital articles, to which many others might 

have 
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iiare been addsd, will readily be a^niTf^H 
to teloite to f£er r!:/*^/ ".^ Cbriii. 

It Ttrr^n^j rhen, to be inquired. What 
ini^irnce rhe fiirh of theie incerelHnz truths 
cci-'.T in reaioa to hive cpoa our temper 
and prafcictr or, ia other words, what 
manner of conyerladoa is faired to fuch 
teller? 

That we may be qualified to judge with 
greater impardaiirv, let us at prcient en- 
deavour to forget, if poilible, our perfonal 
concern in the queftion : and having lup- 
poied, that we had received infonnarioa of 
ether creatures in a ftate of apoftafy from 
God, who were favoured with a revelaticm. 
of the fame important truths which we have 
found to be contained in the golpel of 
Oirift, let each of us inquire at his own 
heart. What t&As the firm belief of ihe/e 
truths might be expected to produce in thdr 
temper and praclice ? 

Would we not conclude without hefita* 
tion, that a difcovery of the awful forfeiture 
thty had incurred, would afflict their fouls 
5n the moll fcnGble manner ; and fo poflefs 

them 
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them with grief, and fliame, and the fearful 
apprehenfions of defer ved punilhment, that 
all the enjoyments of a fhort precarious life 
would lofe their relifh^ till they certainly 
knew that there was a polfibility at leaft of 
obtaining the pardon of their fins, and of 
regaining the friendfhip of their oflFended 

Sovereign ? Would it not occur to us as 

a probable, or rather a neceflaryy confe- 
quence, of this inward diftrefs, that upon 
hearing the remoteft intimation of a fcheme 
for their recovery, they would anxioufly 
inquire into the foundation of fuch report *^ 
and when they difcovered the truth of it,/ 
that they would welcome the offered mercy 
with humble gratitude, and throw them- 
felvcs at the feet of that generous friend 
who had interpofed for their relief; refign- 
ing themfelves, without referve, to his dif- 
pofal and government, in that very manner 
which is defcribied and enjoined by the go£r 
pelofChrift? 

Again, let me afk. What do you think 
would be the natural effe(5ls of pardon ob- 
tained, and peace reftored to their troubled 
minds, upon that cordial acceptance of the 

remedy 
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remedy provided for them which I hare 
juft now fuppofed ? Could any of us doiibtv 
that their hearts would be filled with the 
fincereft joy, and that out of the abundance 
of their hearts their lips would fhow forth 
the praifes of their deliverer, and utter the 
voice of gratitude and love in fuch language 
as this : " Blefs the Lord, O my foul, and 
** all that is within me blefs his holy name; 
•* Blefs the Lord, O my foul, and forget not 
•^ all his benefits ; who forgiveth all thine 
•* ihiquities, who healeth all thy difeafb, 
** who hath redeemed thy life from deftruc- 
•• tion, and crowned thee with loving-kind- 

** nefs, and with tender mercies." -^^ Re- 

•* turn unto thy reft, O my foul, for the 
•* Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee/* 

But here likewife 1 muft afk, Do you not 
tliink that this joy of theirs would be of a 
nature fo pure and delicate, as to difdaia 
a[hy alliance with carnal mirth and levity f 
Would it not be that kind of joy which a 
condemned criminal may be fuppofed to 
feel upon receiving the gracious pardon of 
his fovereign j who, while he taftes all the 
fwcetnefs of his prince's clemency, and 

exults 
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exults in the aflurance of prefent lafety, yet 
cannot help fhuddering when he looks back 
to the dungeon where he lay imprifoned, 
and recoUedls the danger he hath happily 
efcaped ? 

Surely all who have obtained mercy, will 
perceive and acknowledge the propriety of 
that advice, " Serve the Lord with fear, and 
" rejoice with trembling/' None indeed 
have fuch rational grounds of joy ; and they 
give an unfair reprefentatipn of the privi- 
leges that belong to the fons of God, who 
walk in heavinefs, and wear a dejedled me* 
lancholy afped. But ftill the cheerfulne& 
of thofe who have palled from death to life^ 
will, and ought to have an air o£ compofilre 
and folemnity, t^iat will eafily diftinguifh 
it from the loofe intemperate mirth of the 
fenfualift, which fprings from no higher 
fource than the gratification of thofe appe- 
tites he hath in common with the beads 
that perifh, or the increafe of his corn, and 
^ine, and oil. Befides, the profpedl of a 
future judgement, which I mentioned as one 
of the great objeds of belief, could not fail 
to overawe their minds, and to keep them 

in 
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no leu sLtrcntiTe to rieir rLs'jizlis rK.^n to 
their vir:,zdi and acr.cn? ; and coiuiancLT 
difpoling therii *^ wO walk circ::ailpetftly, nac 
** a3 fools, b;i: ai Ttriie ;" :a iliua rhe doubt- 
f:il ai well ai the tcrbidiiea groood, " ab- 
•* Gaining even from tLe appearance of 
" CTiL" While, at rhc fame tiine, the ani- 
matiiig hope of a glorioui immoixility would 
render tchem cool and indmerenr to all the 
enjoyments of a preient world ; fupport them 
under every thing that is painful and afflict- 
ing ; and powerfully incite them to ran with 
patience the race fet before them, till in due 
time they ihould obtain the end of their faith, 
even the complete and everlailing falvation 
of their fouls. 

Soch, we might well conclude, would 
be the influence of Chriftian faith upon 
the habitual frame and temper of their 
hearts. 

But as my text f peaks of a converfation 
becoming the gof^^el of Chrift, let us inquire 
more particularly into thofe vifible effeSs 
which the truths I formerly mentioned 

might 
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Might naturally be fuppbfed to produce in 
the condudl of thofe who fincerely believed 
them \JirJl^ with refped to God; ^SiA^fecondly^ 
with regard to their fellow-men. 

Firji^ with refped to God : — ^We fliould 
hardly be^ able to doubt, that creatures re- 
deemed from mifery^ dignified with fuch 
honours, and enriched with fuch privileges, 
would be fond of exprefling their gratitude 
in the mod public and fignificant manner^ 
and embrace every opportunity of celebra- 
tog the praifei of their great Deliverer. We 
ihould ciertainly tstke it for granted, that if 
any day was ftt apart for his more imme- 
diate worihip and fervice^ they would long 
for the return of that jprecious feafon, and 
" wait fbr it more than they that watch for 
** the morning.** We fhoiild not be able 
to fupfiole, that they would reckon it a bur- 
denfome inftitution^ and fay^ *• What a 
" wearinefs is it?'* or, " when will the 
** Sabbath be over ?'' far lefs tliat they 
Would wafte it in idlenefs^ pfotane it by 
gaming^ intemperance, and lewdnefs ; of 
Uven debafe it by thofe employments which 
aire lawful on other days. Such prefump- 

VOL. IL X tU0U8 
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that TT^ fLou'. 1 net 2^t to ••-ifpeck^ aad Ltaft 
of iii :-\oaIi vTj l^-riicve, ^irh:;TK GCiuar 
proof, Cfia^u creacurts e:^ccd ^Idi reaioQ 

Aga'n, if ^cssy ordLnarice was appointed 
for the expreis purpofe of coraineciorating 
redeeming love, and fbowing forth tkc 
d^ath of that coxnpaiiioaate SaTiour, who 
was ^ wounded for their traaigrefliiHiSy and 
^ brai^ for their iics, that by his ftripes 
^ they might be healed/' could we doubt^ 
that they would regard it as a diftioguifiung 
privilege, and attend upon it with rereitcnce^ 
love, and joy I efpecially if one great aid of 
its inftitutioa was to confirm their faith of 
the divine friendihip, by puaing iata their 
hands an authentic feal of that well-«-dered 
covenant, which conveys to every fincere 
believer an irrevocable title to all the un- 
iiarchable riches of Chrift ? This. Jippears 
Q> becoming, and withal fo conducive to- 
their perfonal comfort and intereft, i^h^t on^ 
Hiould think a bare permiflion to attend 
upon fuch an ordinance might faffice, and 
that there Icarcely needed the authority of a 

. . dying 
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iiying command to enforce the obfetvation 
of ic. 

Once more, might it not be hoped, that 
creatures who believed and confcflcd that 
they were redeemed from death by an acSl 
of pure grace, would judge it their indif- 
penlable duty, to live unto him by whofe 
mercy it was that they lived at all ? that they 
would feel in their hearts, and pracflically 
acknowledge the conftraining force of fuch 
exhortations as thefe : . " Ye are not your 
" own, ye are boug.lit with a price ; there- 
" fore glorify your Redeemer in your bodies 
^^ and in your fpirits, which are his f' — — 
" Ye were feme time darknefs, but now are 
" ye light, in the Lord ; walk as children of 

" light:" and " If ye call on the Father^ 

** who^ without refpect of perfous, judgcth 
*' according to every man's work, pafs the 
" time of your fojourning here in fear ; for- 
" afmuch as ye know that ye were not re- 
*' deemed with corruptible things, as filver 
" and gold,— ^bui with the precious blood of 
** Ghrift, .as of a lamb without blcmilh and 
** without fpoc ?" Would you think it ere- 
dxble^ or even poiBble, that with fuch great 

X 2 and 
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and interefting obje<^ in their eye, they 
could deliberately and wilfully trample up- 
on his authority, by breaking his laws; or 
arraign the wifdom and juftice of his go- 
yemment, by fretting and murmuring againft 
any of his difpenfations ? Doth it not ieem 
far more likely, that they would habituaHy 
be difpofed to fay, " Lord, what wilt thou, 
** have me to do ?'* — ^^ O that my ways were 
*< direded to keep thy ftatutes !'* — Or if at 
any time they fhould be exercifed with 
trials and fufferings, that the language or 
their lips and hearts would be, " Here amJ 
" I, let the Lord do unto me as feemeth 
^ good unto him :'* — ^** The Lord gave, and 
^ the Lord hath taken away, bleffed be the 
^ nameof the Lord P'^ 

Thefe coiieluiions appear £o reafonable, 
and indeed fo moderate^ that were it poffible* 
for us to forget that we ourfelves are partiea 
to- the caufe in queftion, I am verily per- 
fuaded this whole axidiencc would readily ' 
acquiefce in them without one diffenting 
voice. — ^— Let us then proceed to inquire, 
in the 

Second place, What influence the faith of 

the 
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the gofpel might be expe(5led to have upon 
the condudl olluch. creatures in their fociai 
inter courfe one v/ith another. 

It might fufficcto obferve in general, that 
the iupr^eme love to their God and Saviour, 
which the true faith of his rich and unme- 
rited grace could not fail to infpire, would 
naturally, and even neceflarily, lead thera 
jtQ liftep with becoming attention and reyq- 
r$a<;e to al| the intimations of his will, and 
habitually difpofe:^theffi to perform, with 
ialacrity and zeal, what d\ities foever he 
i]iould be pleafed to enjoin. Upon this 
obvious principle, then, nothing, more would 
be needful for the illuftratio^ of this head, 
dian to collect from the facred records the 
feveral laws concerning truth, juftice, mercy, 
beneficence, and any other precepts that re- 
garded them in their fociai ftate ; as we 
.iJt^otild not be a^ble ta entertain a doubt, that^ 
fa far as the imperfedlion of their nature, 
pergxitted, thefe would be the invariable 
ruies qf their condudt But as the laws 
of the gofpel are afterwards to be coniidered 
apart by themfelv^s, I {hall at prefent con- 
fine our inquiriy to the influence which a 
X 3 fcriou 
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ferioiis belief of the great do6lrines of Chrift- 
ianity might be fuppofed to have upon thofe 
kinds of intercourfe which more immedi- 
ately pertained to their common falvation. 
Say, then, doth it ^ riot appear highly pro- 
bable, that they who* rehflied the' joyful 
tidings, while they made them the iiibjedt 
of their own delightful meditation,^'Wotild" 
likewife takt pleafurein imparting theVrt to 
others, efpecially to thofe with Whbrti'th'ey 
were moft' intimately connected ? that^pS^etits 
in particular would rehearfe and corriiiifend 
them to their children ; arid that in-^er^- 
family, the God of all grace, and the Savi- 
our of a loft world, would be prefented with 
the n^orning and t vening facnfices of humble 
adoration, of fervent prayer, and of thank^ 
f ul praife ? 

How would they behave, do you think, 
to fuch of their brethren, if any fuch thefe 
were, who negledled the great falvation, 
and ftill remained in their natural ftate of 
diftance and alienation from God ? Would 
they regard them wi^h fupercilioui cbn- 
tempt, dt treat them with 'hiarfh fevferity ? 
^puld they' lay afide all concern for their 

recovery. 
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jfccovery, and kave thfem tO' perifli in their 
folly ? or rather^ would they hot look upon 
them with an eye of the tendereft pity ; 
and, regarding them {as criminals, who, 
thoiigh at . prefent under an awful fcntencc 
of condemaatioa, may . neverthelefs obtaia 
mercy, even as they themfelves have obtained 
mercy, would they not take hold of every* 
fevouSr^le opporturtity-, nay, may we ' not 
Goncludie, that they would even feek out 
opportunities, -of awakening theni to-a fenfc 
of their guik and- daiig^r, that thSy might 
feel themfelves conftraifted to iihplQre the 
protedion of X^LBiC g0&d'SSepberJ who laid 
down his Ufe for the ftieep, and came from 
heaven to earth to feek and to fave that 
which wks loft? 

View: them once more in - their ihter- 
courfe' with thofe who have dbeaijied: »the 
fame grace, and are become co-heirs ctf -the 
fame incorruptible inheritance. -^—^Would 
you not take it for granted, that -chey could 
not be long together, without talking of 
thofe matters that moft nearly concerned 
them ?-^urely none could fufp^^, that in 
4 jcampany.of fueh perfons^ ii;-\«!Ould ev^ 

X 4 be 
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be reckoned a breaich oi good manaera M 
iatroduqe aay thing Uiat related to their 
Father in heaven j — ptp his houfe with many 
manfipns, where they all hoped to dwell i 
— or to that previous Eedeemer, who hath, 
gone before to prepare a place fpr them* 
Might it not rather be e}i:pe<5led, tha^ befidca 
pccaiional con,verfe upon fvibjec^ of ib 4ilr 
terefting a nature, they would ehooie to 
fet apart fome portions of t^me for the iole 
purpofe of *t comfoiting thepafelye; toget- 
?* ther, and edify iii|: one another," accor^ 
ding to the early prance of the Chriftians ^ 
Tbeff^onica, which o\>r Apoftle fo highljr. 

Thus have I giyen you ipy cool dfilibc!^ 
rate fentim^pts vpoo the pradlipal infiucnce 
of the great do(3xines of the gofpel, and 
^at kind of conyerfation towards God and 
^.an which is beft fuited to the belief of 
thexn^ ^hpuld any indeed he fo perverfe 
as to re^ft thc^ influence of thefe dodrincs, 
and coun^erai^ their natiye and moil ob«> 
yious tendentyf while at die fame time theys 
aekoowledgcd the evidence of their truth. 
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h-izratild not afi 4II furprife me, to fee them 
fiowding, from day to day, the public 
theatres, that the regularity and decmrum of 
a fidtitious reprefent^^tion ifiight draw their 
attention away from that real and iU^con^ 
^u£ied medley in which, they themielvos 
aded their difgraceful parts. I fhould not 
wonder to behold :t|ie]^ flying with eager** 
Xieis to cards and dice, and feeking aid from 
every engine of diilipation and noife, to 
conceal the lapfe of time, and to bear down 
the clamours of an accuiing confcience. Itt 
would not even (urprile me, to fee them 
rufhing headlong into the haunts of riot 
and debauch, that the intoxicatmg cup 
might either ftupify or madden their rea- 
son ; which, if left to its fober exercife, 
would anticipate the evil day, and torment 

them before the time. Such things as 

theie I fliould expedl to fee 2 but for none of 
Vhem could I find any place at all in , the 
natural and orderly ftate of reafonable crea- 
f:ures, whofe temper and conduifl, as I have 
all along fuppofed, were formed and regu- 
lated by the dodlrines of the gofpel. 

|iow far my reafoning upon this branch 
' ^ of 
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from that which daily paiTeth before our 
eyes, I fhall now proceed to confider the 
i*AWs or precepts of our holy religion ; that, 
from the review of thefc, we may difcover, 
with ftill greater certainty, what the convert 
fatitm is that may be faid to become the go/pel 
cffibrijt. . 

But before I defcend to particulars up- 
on chis extenfive fubjedl, I mud beg yoiu: 
9£tentioiito a few remarks \ have to make 
iqMui the precepts or laws of the gpfpel iu 
ipmeraL 
: WidiFr^ard to their aatboritj^ there caa 
]be^ fio doubt. He who enadled them hath 
;an unqueftionable right to oar mod perfe^ 
obedience : ^^ In the beginning was the 
•* Wwd, and the Word was with God, and 
*♦ the Word was God : all things were made 
^ byhkn, ami without him was not any. 
** thifig made that was made.'* We are 
therefore his property in the moll abfolute 
and unlimited fenfe of that expreflion. He 
called us into being when as yet we were 
not, and every moment he fuflains that ex^ 
ifteace which h^ gave us ; for. "• in him we 

« live ' 
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^ live and move." Nay, all that wt pofiefil 
is fo neceiTarily dependent upon him, thJiC 
with regard to foul, and body, and out- 
ward cftate, we have nothing but what we 
daily receire from his liberal hand« Be-* 
fides this original and unalienslbk right t<D 
govern us, there is another title, wJbiich, ;M 
Chriftians^ we profefs to acknowledge,- and 
dught always to do it with the warmeft and 
mod humble gratitude; I mean, the righi; 
he hath obtained by redefmptipn and pfor^ 
chafe. As his natural fiibjei^, we Hxttt 
bound to ferve him ta the utmoft extent of 
the powers he hath giveii us : and this orii 
ginal obligation, inftead of being related €ir^ 
impaired, is rather confirmed and ftrength^ 
€atd by the mercy he hath &own us as 
the objetfts of his grace : " We are not otf r 
* own, we are bought with a price ;** and 
are therefore bound, by the united ^ ties at 
gratitude and juftice, ** to glorify our Re-» 
** deemef , both with our bjodies and ipirits, 
•* which are his." 

Buf what I would chiefly lead your at- 
tention to, is the nature and properties oS 

thofe 
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thofe laws to which our fubjedlion and obe- 
dience are required. ' : 

They are " all holy, juft, and gobd,'^. 
reftdting from the very frame our Creator 
liath given us, and from .the relation w6 
bear to himfelf, and to other beings with 
whom his Providence hath connedled us* 
Hence it follows, that they are equally in- 
capable of repeal or abatement. The laws 
pf meii are local, temporary, changeable, 
and always partake of the imperfec^lion of 
their authors* Som? of them are fo ob* 
fcure^' that they need another law tp ex-« 
plain them ; and: it .pften happens that the 
commentary is darker than the text. The 
beil of them take their aim from fome texn-*^ 
poral evil that is either prefently felt^ or 
forefeen in its cauie ; and the higheft end 
they propofe, is to reftrain from injuries o£ 
the grofler kind : they do not even pretend 
to be a rule of moral condu(3t ; theV pro* 
hibit and denounce vengeance againft thefr^ 
robbery, murder, and the like ; but lay 
no reftraint upon heart-hatred, covetouC- 
nefs, and envy. They tell us in what in-* 
fiances injuliice or cruelty become exceffive 

and 
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and intolerable j but where do we 'find it 

written in any body of human laws, *' Thotft 

" Ihalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf ;"' and, 

'^ All things whatfoever ye would tfiat niea 

" fhould do unto you, do . ye even fo unrta 

•*• them?" Whereas the laws^of the gofpel 

extend to the heart as well as to the life, and 

fpeal; to all men without exception, at ialt 

times, and in every fituation* They utter 

their vx)ice with fuch precifion and perfpi-^ 

cuity, that none can be at a lofs to difcover 

their meaning. They do not bend to the 

himiours of men, nor accommodate them« 

felves to thofe flexible maxims and cuftoms 

which by turns prevail in this or the other 

age and country; far lefs do they grow 

(Jbfolete, as humkn ftatutes do, which by 

long difufe lofe their force, and become 

void ; like their great Mafter, what they 

were yefterday they are the lame to-day ; 

and in every fucceeding period their ef- 

ficacy will continue till time itfelf fliall be 

no more. . And, therefore, when I repeat 

the words of this facred book, you are to 

eonfider them as fpoken to youf felves in 

particular ; and no kfs binding upon yoa 

' •• in 
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m their xnofl: fimple and obvious meaningj 
dian they formerly were upon thofe to 
whom they were primarily addreilecL 

One thing further I would recommend td 
your notice, viz. that the laws I am fpeak*^ 
kkg of are the laws of Him " who loved us^ 
^ and gave himfelf for us, an offering and 
^ iacrifice to God of a fweet-fineUing fa«^ 
•* vour;" and therefore we may reft a£- 
fiired, that they are kind as well as righte^ 
ous, and fuited with perfe(^ wifdom to be 
the means of promoting our trueft intereiL 
They are laws which he hin^clf hath mag-: . 
nified and made honourabk ; not only by 
anfwering all thdr demands, fb far as his 
high charadter would permit, or his pecu-& 
liar ctrcumftances aflforded occaiion; but 
likewife by expiating the guilt incurred by 
the tranigreffion of them, and bearing in 
his own perfon the punifhment that waa 
due to the offending creature. 

This laft confideration fets the obediencef 
required of us in a nioft endearing point of 
light. It is not the fervile tafk of a hire- 
ling who labours for his wages, but the in 
genuous and grateful ferviee of a lovin 

Chil' 
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i^hild. Chrift hath purchafed the glorious 
inheritance ; and to ill who believe on him^ 
eternal life is the free gift of God through 
the merit of his blood : fo that nothing is 
Required of them^ but what tends to purify, 
and perfect their naturesj that, by a grow- 
ing refemblance to the Father of their fpi-»* 
rits in this flkte of difcipline, they may be 
rendered meet for the^ull and everlafting 
enjoyment of him, when death, by diflbl* 
ving the earthly tabernacle, fhall pull down 
all that remains of the firft Adam, and 
bring a fina] releafe from the body of ^n. 

Having preihifed thefe general remarks, 
I fhall now proceed to remind you of thofe 
particular precepts to which our conformity 
is required by the gofpel of Chrift. And 
we are happily fumilhed with a fhortj but 
molt comprehenfive, fummary of them, by 
this fame Apoftle in his epiftle co Titus, 
chap. ii. II, 12. The grace of God that brings 
itb falvation^ bath appeared to all men; teacb^ 
ing uSy tbat denying ungodlinefs^ and worldly 
lujlsy we Jhould live foberly^ ^ig^teoujly^ and. 
godly in tbis prejent world. 

Vol. II. ^ Y • Jo 
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To thefe general heads, all the particular* 
may be reduced that belong to a converfa- 
tion becoming the gofpel cf Chrift. And 
here indeed I might ftop fhort, and only 
call upon you to weigk with candour and 
impartiality, the full meaning and import 
of the expreffions here ufed. 

What da you underftand by ungodline/sy 
and worldly lufts^? Do thefe terms reach no 
farther than to the groffer a<3:s of impiety 
and fenfual indulgence ? And is nothing, 
more intended by denying them^ than a pru- 
difli referve and fhynels ta comply with 
their demands ; or fuchr a feeble refiftancc 
as yielda after a fhort and very imperfedt, 
ftru^le ? Surely none of you can ferioufly 
entertain thia opinion. ^ You certainly mufi 
admit, that no exception is made of any 
fpecies or degree whatioever^ either of iin^ 
godllnefs or worldly affeSlions ; and that by 
denying them, the Apoftle could mean no- 
thing lefs, than fuch a refufal as proceeds^ 
from an in wand abhorrence ^of them, even 
the moft vigorous, determined, and perfe-- 
vering refiftance of all their felicitations. " 

Again, What do you underfland by /a*. 

\ ving 
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Wfigjoberfyy rtgbteoujly^rund godly in' this pr^-^ 
fent world? — Doth fobrieiy mean no iriore^ 
than that fpecies of moderation which isf 
commonly oppofed to furfeitirtg and dnin** 
kennefs ? Or admitting that it excludes e- 
very kind of excefs in gratifying our bodily, 
ajppetites, do you imagine that it leavea 
the mind at full liberty, fo tha% we may lay 
the reins upon the neck of our paffidns', and 
fuflFer them to run wild without any con- 
troul in perfe(9: coufiftency with that fobriety 
which the Apoftle recommends ? 

Will you call a min righteouT^ merely be^ 
caiufe he cannot be charged with any grofs 
adls of fraud, injuftice, and opprellion^ 
though perhaps, in the courfe of a lawful 
bufinefs, he may fometimes ufe a little arti- 
fice to impofe upon the fimpUcity or igno- 
rance of his neighbours? Or, fuppofing 
hiin to be.ftriAly honeft in his dealings, 
doth the rigbteoufnefs which the gofpel en- 
joins lay him under no obligation to feed 
the hungry, to clotlie the naked, and to 
fuccour the diftreffed, according to his a- 
bility?^ A. ■ 

Is every man to be reputed gQdly^ who 
Y 2 . doth 
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doth not openly bkfphemc,- nor reproaclr 
the laws and ordinances of God ; who gives 
regular attendance at church on the Lord's 
day, though his htart even then be running ' 
after his covctoufnefs ; and God receive na 
homage from him at all, either* in his fa- 
mily or in the clofet, through the reft of the 
week ? 

Were I to give fttch a loofe interpretations 
of the Apoftle's words, I am confident, that 
the mofl partial pfFender who hears me^ 
would not only condemn me in his heart, 
but even bluih^ or rather difdain, to plead 
my authority^ for defending or palliating his 
own mifcondudl. 

But the true import of fobriety^ rigbtcBuf^ 
nefs^ 2C[iAgodHnefs^ is afcertained beyond any 
poflibility of miftake, by what I may caH 
xht Jiatttte-law of the gofpel ; I mean, plain 
and explicit decrees, refpc(9ing particular 
inftances of duty, under each of thefe gene^ 
ral heads. Thus, in the 

Firji place, With iregard to fobricty^ it is 
the exprefs command of our Lord, " That 
** we deny ourfelvesj" — That we " poflefs 
" our fouls in patience j'^-^and be continu- 
ally 
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aJly on ow gugird, ** left at any time our 
^^ hearts be overcharged with furfeitiiig and 
^ drunkennefs,* and the care^ ftbisUfe.^ It 
is required of us, " that we crucify the flefh 
V with the affedlions and lufts ;"— ** that we 
^ lay afide anger, malice;, envy, hatred, and 
^ revenge,'* and *' put on, as the eledt of 
'* God, bowels of mercy^ ^indnefs, humblef 
" nefs of mind, meeknefs, and long-fufferr- 

^ ** ing." We arc exhorted, " not to think" 
^ of ourfelves more highly than we ought 
" to think, but to xKinkfoberly^^ (mark the 
expref&on), according as God hath dealt. 
** to every man the meafiire of faitlu" ** Let 
*^ nothing fee done : through ftrife and vain- 
" glory," faitk . this fame Apoftle, at the 

-3d verfe of the following chapter ; " but in 
^ lowlincfs of mind, let each efteem other 
^ better than himfelf. Look not every man 
*• on his own things, but every man alfb on 
*^ the things of others j'' and then adds, 
" Let this mind be in you, which was alfo^ 
^ in Chrift Jefus." Thefe few quotations, 
which muft be familiar to all who arc ac- 

" xjuainted with the New-Teftament writings, 

njay fufBce to giye you fojnp view of the 

Y 3 exten^ 
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extent H>f fobrkty^ ais- irfcluding every thing 
that :belbngs to the right government and 
difcipline'bdth, of the outward and inward 
mafi </ 

^dlfy^ With re^jeft to righteoufnefs^ wc 
are* plainly taught, that it not only reftrains 
from the'- oiitward adts of injufticci oppre(^ 
fion, and cruelty, but that we are thcre- 
tiy obliged to render unto all their does, 
and to do unto others, as with gopd reaibn 
we would expe(5l or ' defirc that they, in like 
circnmAances/ IhoukL db* unto us. It be- 
longs to righteoufhef^'' ^tr eta comfort the 
f * ffeeble-minded, ' and to fupfkort th^ weak. -^ 
as being members^p^e of anothei"; for thus 
it is written. Gal. vi; i. -' ** Bear ye ^one ano- 
" ther's burden^,' and fo' fulfil the law of 
f* Gfarift." »We are cooittunded to ^ be of 
" the {fatne'mihd one towards Another :'^ 
-^" tJd rejoice with them that Yejoice, and 
" to weep with thofe that weep;'' — *^ to do 
f* good to ajl as we have opportunity, efpe- 
** cially to them who are of the houfehold 
" of faith.'* " As every man hath received 
^' the gift,'' faith the Apoftle Peter, *^ even 
f' fo minifter the fame one .to another, as 

*f good 



S .E R M .0 N .XHIv 335 

!<< gddd ftew4rKii3 of the ix^amfold grace of 

^* Go4.'* Nay^ the Appftle J^hn carries th^ 

paatter ftill higher, and fpeak^ of it as a dcbty 

anacfl of juftice^ in certain : cafes, to lay 

dowijL our //w/, for the brethren : i John 

iii, 10. " Heret^j^-perceive we the loye of 

V Gpd^ becaufe hfe laid jdown his: life for ua: 

^^ 4iid we o/:(fi&/ to lay down bur lives for 

^^ the brethren/' It is an error to imagine, 

liiat God beftows upon iis the good things 

of this life, merely for oiir'perfbnal accom^ 

iQodation and ufe; or that he opens his 

{land, and fills, our bafket, that tl^ •blefUngf 

of his Providence may there ftagnjte and 

putrify. We are not proprietors ^ h\xx.Jl€war(H^ 

as I j lift now obferved, who fhall .one;day 

be calW upon to give an account of* our 

ftewardftiip. And though the griping jnifet 

cannot be arrairiged at any hunikn bar, yet 

at the tribunal of Jefus Chrift, he who'doth 

not feed the hungry, and clothe the naked^ 

ihall be tried, and condemned taeverlafling 

banifhment from the prefence of the Lord, 

and from the glory of his power.* 

You fay, you wrong no man by keeping 
yo)jr ovn* X anfwer, You wrong the King 

Y ^ of 
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of kings, if you fuffer a fubjedl of his ta 
perifh, when it js in the power of your hand 
to prevent it : and though the laws of men 
permit you to give or to with-hold, accor- 
ding to your pleafure, whatfbever you poC- 
iefs independent of others ; yet if you con- 
fuk the lively oracles of God, you fliall 
there find, that you are as m^ch bou^ to 
do good to your neighbours, as not to injure 
them ; to fupply their wants, as not to rob 
them ; to ftretch forth your hand to help 
them, as not to fmite them with the'fift of 
wickednefs.— = — *' To him that knowcthto 
** do good, and doth it not, to him it is 
5f fin/'^" If thou forbear to deliver them 
^V that are drawn unto death^ and thoft that 
^ arc ready to be flain ; if thou fay eft, Be- 
** hold, we knew it not :— doth no;t he that 
^ ppndcreth the hearjt confider it I and he 
*' that keepeth thy foul, doth not he know 
** it ? and fhall not he render to every man 
^* according to his works ;" Prov. xxxiv, n , 1 2. 
Jiow ayvrful are thefe words of the Apoftle 
John, " Whofo hath this world's good, and 
*f feetli his brother have need, and fhutteth 
ff up hi? bowpls of compaffion from bim| 

** how 
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^' how dwelleth the love of God in him?^' 
Tl^o which he fubjoins the following exhor- 
tation, whereunto we do well that we take 
heed : " My little children, let us not love 
'•*:in word, neither in tongue,^ but in deed- 
*> arid in. t^uth ; and hereby we know that 
** wq are of the truth, and ihall affure our 
*^ hearts before him."— — ^Thus far is the 
taw of rigbt£oufnefs extended by the gofp^l of 
CHrijt. 

i^lyy With regard to godlinefiy none who 
are acquainted with the New-Teftament 
writings can be at a lofs to difcover, either 
wherein it coniifls, or how it ought to be 
exprefled. Love to God in the renewed 
Ibul, fpringing from faith in the Lordsje^us 
Chfift, is _ the root, or vital principle, of 
godlinefs : not a common fubdued love, 
but a fervent, .fupreme, and ruling love, 
that exalts God to the throne in the heart, 
and defireth nothing, fp nc^tich, as that he 
fhould keep it in full ?ipd everlafting pof^ 
feffion. As creatures, we are boi^nd to love 
the Lord our. God with, all our heart, and 
foul, and flrength : And we are further 
obliged, as guilty creatures, huijibly to ac- 
knowledge 
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jbiowtedge the" fcirfeitute we haw incurred^ 
to juiiifythe law by wiiicb-we arc condeinnr 
cd^ thankfully to accept the Lord Jefu^ 
Chtiit As the only Mediator between God 
sad man, and carefully to obfenre and ixn- 
|rrove all thofe ordinances whiah God hath 
appointed, as the methods of teftifying our 
fubje^ion and gratitude, or as means of re- 
ceiving the communicationiJ. of. his grace^. 
for healing our difeafed natures, aqd rcii- 
dering us meet for^ the enjoymiii!: of bim- 
ielf in heaven. Thef^ are dStntial parts ctf 
the religion of a ^nner; and 'milil therefore 
be cbnfidered as the' genuine -and necefiary* 
cxpreffions of gocHinefs, or-^f a right tom^ 
per of heart towards the Fathier of our (pU 
rits, the God in whom we live, the' God and 
Father of our Lotd Jefus Chrift. : ' 

All the duties' We owe to our feliowJcrca- 
fures-lean npon this as their proper founda* 
tion ; and are fo- dependent upon it^ that 
neither our righteottfnefs, nor beneficence, 
can avail us any thing, unlefc they flow 
from a living principle of devotion in ^ the 
heart. They may profit others, and render 
^urfelves amiable in the eyes ot jnen ; but 

if 
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if/^tfc6y- be not animated with love to God^ 
aii^ 'Accompanied with fuitable expreflions 
of regard to him, it is impoflible iliey can 
meet with the divine acceptance. For let it 
be obferved, that th^^ f>ra&ice of thefe duties 
became 'heceflary only through man's apo- 
ftafy. Had we kept* 6ur firft eflate, there 
would have been tib' ttjom for the exercife 
of either juftice or mercy in any of thofe 
inftances which bur prefent diftetopered con- 
dition re^qpiires. Men would' haye lived to- 
gether as one great family, without ftrife 
or emulation, each rejoicing in the happinef» 
of his brother. There would have been no 
temptation to fraud and injuftice ; every 
inhabitant of the earth pofTeffing all that hia 
heart could wifh; There would have been 
no occafion for redreffing wrongs ; for pu- 
nifliihg the injurious, or protefting the in- 
jured ; for relieving the poor, or fympathi- 
fing With the afHidled : love would have 
had nb other employment, but complacency 
and delight in feeing each one blefled to the 
full extent of his capacity : and therefore it 
can never be fuppofed, that the pradlice- of 
thofe duties, which the bitter confequences 

of 
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of cnir guih alme have rendered necei&ry, 
iboiild be the whole, or even the mod (cilen* 
tial part, of that obedience which is plea* 
fing to God. » 

Indeed, were we to Ipok upon thp prefent 
ilace of the world as the original confti^ution,^ 
we might be apt to conclude, that pur chief 
bufinefs upon earth coniifted in the exercife 
of thofc focial virtues which knit mentogcr 
ther, and enable them ta provide mod cf- 
fedlually for their conunpn defence againi^Lr 
thofe n^mberle{& evils to i/^hich they are 
coutinuaiiy expofed. But if we yiew the 
preient (late as ttie ruins of one far more 
per feci and excellent, which we forfdted by 
our unprovoked and criminal revolt from 
the great Author of our exiftence, we muft 
be feufible, that the bare performance of 
thofe fpcJ^i duties we owe to pne anodier^ 
can be of httle account in the fight of God^ 
fp long as wc periifl: in our rebelUon agaiiift 
himfelf, and negledl thofe higher duties 
which arife from our firft and moft lafting 
relation. 

Qodlinefs^ my brediren, is the one thing 
j[ieedfijl: did that prevail iji its power, Jq^ 

briety 
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iriety and rigbteoufnefs would follow of courlef, 
and maintain their ground againft every 
aflault, having fo firm and permanent a bafis 
to lean upon : but till godlinefs be laid a^ 
the foundation^ any attempt to introduce or 
eftablilh either of the other two, muft be vain 
and fruitlefs. 

Loud and gefteral hath^ been the cry for 
fbme time paft, after public fpirit, di{inte=- 
refted patriotifm, and integrity^ which can 
neither be bribed nor overawed, among 
thofe who move in the upper ranks of life. 
Tlieie qualities, it muft be confefled, ac- 
companied 'with a large proportion of wif- 
dom, are truly defirable, and might be 
eminently ufefulj and when it ftiall pleafe 
God to beftow them, they will no doubt 
appear very beautiful in their feafon^: but 
if all who join in the cry, would endeavour 
in the firft place, to get their own hearts 
poflefled with real godlinefs, and then pray 
for the fame bleffing to others, with as 
much fervency as they utter their com- 
plaints, I can aflure them they would be 
taking by far the neareft road to fuccefs. 
** The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

" wifdom,' 
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" wifdom," and love carries it to perfedlioni 
but when thefe find no place in the hearts 
of men, what can be loioked for in fuch a 
world as ours, but the ranked growth of folly 
and wickedneis, both in public and private 
life? 

From this general review of the lawsS 
of Chrift, you mud be fenfible, that the 
fame temper and condudl which we for- 
merly fuppofed to refult from a cordial be- 
lief of the DOCTRINES of the gofpel, now 
appear to be exprefsly enjoined by plain 
and pofitive flatutes : fo that, upon the 
whole, we are f urnifhed with a deciiive teft 
of genuine Chriftianity, and may clearly 
fee, by the light of God's word, what 
the converfatlon is xioisx becomctb the gojpd (^ 
Chrifi. 

It gives me pain to repeat the obfervation 
I have more than once hinted at, (and yet 
the evidence of its truth is too glaring to be 
concealed), namely, that among the mul- 
titudes who bear the title of ChriftianSj the 
converfation of by much the greater part i3 
fo far from exprefling the true fpirit and 

genius 
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genius of our feoly religipn, with regard 
cither to t]ie. dcxStrines it reveals, or the du- 
ties, it requires, that the chara^er of the 
Cretians mAytoo Juftly be applied to majuy 
of them, 27/i L i6. " They profefs that they 
** know Grod | ;but in >^ork^ they deny him, 
" being abominable, and difob^dient, and 
** unto every good work reprobate/' To 
fuch ihconfiftent ufurper? of the Chriftian 
name, the obvious remarks with . which % 
introduced my firil difcourfe upon this inb-^ 
jed^ adminifter a fevere, but juft reproof: 
and therefore I might here diimifs then^i. 
without furth^er admonkion, weire it not th^yt 
numbers are to be found in that unhappy 
dafs of men, who^ not contented with pub-' 
Hihing their own fhame, by counteratfling 
the principles of that religion they profefsy 
are bold enough to feoff at true godlinefs in 
others, and do. every thing in their power 
JO enfeeble ,the hands of real Chriftian^^ 
while they are humbly endeavouring, by the^ 
grace of God, to have their converfati^n as it 
becometb the .gofpel of Cbriji. I know how 
difficult it is to get accefs to thofe who are 
proudly feated in the fcorner's chair j never- 

thehJ& 
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thelefs I fhall take the liberty to beg theif 
attention to a few plain queftions, prayings 
that God may carry them home to their 
hearts with power, and fb blefs them foi* 
their conviction, " that they may yet re-* 
** cover themfelves out of the fhare of the 
" devil, who are taken captive by him at his 
« wilL'^ ^ 

Do you really think it poffible, that any 
man can love God too well, or ferve him 
with too much zeal and diligence ? ■ Do 
you think, that there is a faint in heaven 
who repents of- his zeal and diligence while 
on earth? or a finner in hell, that juftifies 
his fcoffing at ferious religion ? or do you 
iuppofe, that you yourfelves fliill approve 
of fuch condudl when you come to die, and 
boldly defend it at the tribunal of Chrift ? 
What can be more unfair, than to feoff 
at men for being, in truth, the very thing 
that you pretend to be ? You 6all yourfelves 
Chriftians, and at the fame time deride 
thofe who are Chriftians indeed : It is your 
profejGTed belief, that Chrift fliall judge the 
world ; and when others are giving all dili-^ 
gence that they may be found of him in 

peace^ 
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|)eace, they are mocked and reviled, and ha- 
ted by you upon that account $ nay, which 
is dill more injurious, they are branded 
with the odious name of hypocrites^ by thofe 
very perfbns who themfelves are the mofi 
impudent hypocrites upon earth, For tell 
me, thou who retaineft the name of Chri- 
flian, what grofler hypocrify can Be ima- 
gined, than to hate the ferious pradlice of 
thy own profeflion, and to reproach others 
for living by the influence of thofe very 
principles which thine own falfe tongue pro- 
fcfleth to believe ? 

Thefe are all the quefHons t fhall put to 
you at prefent : and the main thing in- 
tended by them, is to give you filch a view 
of the folly and inconflftency ^ of your cha- 
• radl^, that if modefty be not altogether ba- 
nifhed, I may at leaft bring you the length 
of being afliamed of your CQ^dudt. But 
though modefty fhould be gone, yet as fear 
and felf-love are ftill kft behind, I Ihall 
endeavour, in a few words, to give you a 
juft reprefentation of the peculiar malignity 
of fuch a courfe, and ot the fatal confe- 

Vol. IL Z quences 
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quences with which an obftinate continu- 
ance in.it mud neceflarily be attended. 

Know, then, that to feoff at the fandlify- 
ing work of the Spirit of God, is a fin of fo 
deep a tindlure, that it approacheth near to 
the confines of " the great tranfgreflion.** 
This much I may with confidence afBrmy 
that fo long as you perfifl in it, there is no 
ro6m for any rational hope that you (hall 
be faved. Witlf God indeed all things are 
pofBble : he is able of fuch flones to raife 
tip children unto Abraham ; and therefore 
fbme hope is left that you may be converted : 
but that you fhould be faved in your prefent 
courfe, is juft as impofhble as it is for God. 
to lie, as impoflible as for the devils to be 
laved. It is an aftonifhing proof of the 
power and cunning of the grand deceiver^ 
that he fhould be able to hide this alarming 
tnith from your own eyes. The fcomer 
bears upon his forehead one of the mofl di- 
flinguifhing marks of a fon of perdition. Of' 
inch tranfgrefTors it may be faid with an 
awful emphafis, " their fpot is not the fpot 

" of children." Other finners may find 

fome cloke ta throw over their guilt : the 

recorded 



Sermon xiil 347 

recorded failings of fome eminent faints 
may be fb far perverted^ as to cherifli the 
prefumptidn and foothe the confciences of 
various kinds of finners ; but where do we 
read of any among the faints who fcoflPed at 
holinefs, or fpake reproachfully of the ways 
bf God ? Surely no man of common un- 
derftanding can fuppofe^ that a fcorner of 
a holy life is himfelf pofFefTed of that holi- 
ncfs which he derides. I would not for a 
world, faid one, be in the cafe of that wretch 
who ipeaketh well of holinefs in others, 
while he himfelf lives in fenfuality and 
wickedncfs : but I would much lefs, for a 
thoufand worlds, be in the cafe of him that 
is neither godly, nor can fpeak well of god- 
linefs ; who is not only void of the image 
bf God, biit hates, and reviles, arid perfe- 

cutes it in others, -Cbnfidef, O finners ! 

while yet there is hope, how terrible your 
eternal ftate m\ift be, if death overtake you 
in this malignant courfe. The Lord Jefus 
is now calling upon you in mercy, and fay- 
ing unto you, as once he faid to Saul, 
" Why perfecuteft thou me ?" But if you 
do not hearken to his voice, and turn from 

Z 2 \our 
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your cril way, ere long ^ he -will ipeak tx> 
*• you in iRratlx, and rex you in Mb fore 
« diipleaikrc C for " bdiold, die Lord 
^ CQmedx with ten thouiands of liis iaintE, 
^ to execute judgement upon all, and to con* 
" Tince all titat are ungodly among rhrm^ 
*^ of all dieir ungodly deeds whidb tiicy ha^s 
^ ungodly committed, and of all tiieir bard 
^ Jpctcbcs which ungodly finnen han^e :i^io- 
** Ig^f^ againft him*^ There is an alanxuBg 
paflagc, \PpL TiL ii, iz, 13.), which I 
would recornmeoid to your ferions peruial: 
« God judgeth the xighteous, and Gal is 
^ angry with the wicked every day. If be 
^ turn not, he will whet his iword ; he hadi 
^ bent his bow, and made it ready^ He 
^ hath aHb prepared for him the inflro- 
^ mentB of death ; he ordaineth his arrows 
« againft the perftcutorsr God \nmS^ 
hath undotaken the defence di the jnft: 
Ghrifl will finally be glorified in his iantSy 
when all their enemies ihall be cafi iapoOL of 
his fight, overwhelmed ^th fliamr, and 
doomed to everlafting contempt and mi- 
fcry. 

Thus 
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Thus far have I fpoken for the convic- 
tion and reproof of thofc who have the 
boldnefs to fcoflf at vital religion and practi- 
cal godlinefs ; and fhall now conclude the 
fubjedt with a few words of advice and en- 
couragement to the true fervants of Chrift, 
who feel the influences of his gofpel, and 
are determined, through grace, to live unto 
Him who died for them. 

Let me then call upon you to lay your 
account with oppofltion in your way hea^- 
venward. Marvel not, my brethren, if the 
world hate you ; but rather rejoice, in as 
much^ as ye are partakers of the fufierings 
of your Lord, that when his glory fhall be 
revealed, ye may be glad . alfo with exceed- 
ing joy. You have good company, you 
have powerful alliftance, and glorious hopes: 
^ If ye be reproached for the name of Chrift, 
** happy are ye ; for the Spirit of God and 
^ of glory refteth upon you/' ^* Stand 
^ faft," therefore, as the Apoftle exhorts 
you in the words following my text, " in 

• one ipirit^ with one mipd, ftriving to- 
" gether for the faith of the gofpel ; and in 

# nothing terrified by your adverfaries ; 

Z 3 ?* which 
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** which is to them an evident token of per- 
** dicion^ but to you of falvatioq, and that 
f* of Gt>d. For unto you it is given, in the 
" behalf of Chrift, not only to believe on 
^' him, but alfo to fufFer for his fake.*' Be- 
ware of courting the favour of the wicked, 
by conforming in any degree to their cor- 
rupt maxims and pradlices j but keep up the 
majefty of true godlinefs, and ftudy fo to 
live, that they may find no occafion againft 
you, except it be concerning the law of your 
God« ^^ Be blamelefs and harmlefs, the 
*' fons of God, virithout rebukfe, in the midfl 
*' of a crooked and perverfe nation, among, 
f* whom ye Ihine as lights in the world, 
** holding forth the word of life." ^^ Fir 
f* nally, brethren, whatfoever things are 
*' true, whatfoever things are honefl» what- 
f* foever things are juft, whatfoever things 
f.' are pure, whatfoever things arc lovely, 
* whatfoever things are of good report : If 
^* there be any virtue, and if there be any 
f^ praife, think on thefe things ;" " and 
f^ the God of peace fliall be with you/* 

SER^ 
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Romans xiv, 8. 

Whether we live^ we live unto the Lord ; and 
whether we die^ we die unto the Lord: 
Whether we live therefore or die^ we are 
the Lord^s. 



THE following verfe will inform you 
who that Lord is of whom the Apqftlfe 
fpeaks in this pafTage. " To this end/' faith 
he» " Chrift both died, and rofe, and re- 
** vived, that he might be Lord both of 
** the dead and living.*' He is the King 
whom God hath fet upon his holy hill of 
Zion, and appointed to be the head over all 
things to the church : for as Paul wrote to 
the Philippians, in regard of his humbling 
himfelf, and becoming obedient unto death, 
even the death of the crofs ; " therefore 
" God alfo hath highly exalted him, and 
^ given him a name, which is above every 
Z 4 " name J 
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*' name; that at the name of Jcfiis every 
" knee fhould bow, of things in heaven, 
" and things in earth, and things under the 
*' earth ; and that every tongue fhould 
•* confefi, that Jefus Chrift is Lord^ to 
<« the gbry of God the Father." This 
dodlrine we all profefs to believe ; nay, thq 
defignation we bear imports an acknow- 
ledgement that Chrift is our Mafter. But 
fomething more than the appellation of 
Chriftians is neceflary to prove that we are 
in truth his fervants. The proper, the only 
decifive teft, is that which lies before us in 
the words of my text ; where one who knew 
well what Chriftianity was, thus fpeaks in 
the name of all fincere believers : Whether 
we Hve^ we live unto ibe Lord; and whether 
we dte^ we die unto the Lord : whether we 
live tberejbre or die^ we are the Lord^s. 

It is the comprehenfive defcription of 
the Chriftian's life expreffed in thefe few, 
but emphatical words, We live unto the 
Lord^ which I have chofen for the fubjedk 
of the following difcourfe. And my de- 
fignis, 

I. To 
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T. To inquire into the import of living 
unto the Lord ; and, 

IL To apply the chara^Ser as a meafure, 

or ftandard, for helping lis to judge of our 

fpiritual condition. 

I. Laving unto the Lord may be confidered 
as including the following particukrs : 

ift^ That we make his will the rule, the 
only rule, of our condudl. 

Our Lord hath intrufted us with various 
talents, and requires that we fliould improve 
them to the beft advantage, for the import- 
ant purpofes for. which they were beftowed. 
We are his fervants, and have a talk af&gned 
us, for which we muft be accountable to 
him at laft. It is not left to bur own choice 
what pieces of fervice we fliall perform; 
but we muft at all .t>nxes wait upon him for 
fliredion ; faying, as Paul did when ftruck 
to the ground, " Lord, what wilt thou have 
♦* me to do ?" Neither is it enough that we 
do the things he requires, unlefs we do 
them becaufe h/5 requires them. The law3 
pf our Lord are fo wifely calculated to pro-.- 
iPQte the priyate i^terefts of individuals^ 

s^n4 
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and the public welfare of human fociety, 
that they who are moft difaffedled to his 
government, will choofe, for their own fake, 
to comply with many of his facred injunc- 
tions : but they, and they only, live unto tbc 
Lordy who realife his authority» and do 
every thing he enjoins, as an aft of willing 
and cheerful obedience, as a part of that ho- 
mage they owe to their Matter. 

2///f, To live unto the Lord^ is to make hi$ 
approbation our governing. aim, and toftudy 
to pleafe him in all that we do. 

I need not tell you that we early contradl 
a love for many things which are hurtful 
to our Ibuls, and ttand condemned by the 
laws of our Sovereign. This renders fbme 
parts of duty fo painful to the flefh, that they 
ire compared in Scripture to the " cutting 
^ off a right hand, and the plucking out 
•* a right eye ;" operations which no man 
would fubmit to, far lefs perfonh them 
himfelf, unlefs the prefer vation of the teft 
of his body rendered them abfolutely ne- 
ceflary. Other parts of duty are attended 
with inconveniences of a different kind: 
Tliey may draw upon us the fcorn, the 

hatred, 
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hatred, and perfecution of a partial, blind, 
malignant world ; fo that if we liften eithier 
to the corrupt part of our own nature, or 
to the voice of the multitude, we fliall un- 
avoidably be perfuaded to leave them un- 
done, or rather to do the contrary. No- 
flhing elfe than a prevailing habitual deiire 
to pleafe the Lord^ can reconcile us to the 
pradlice of thefe felf-denying duties. But 
if this principle be deeply rooted in our 
hearts, the roughed paths of obedience will 
fbon become fmooth : with refolution, nay, 
with cheerfulnefs, we Ihall addrefs ourfelves 
to our work; declining no fervice, how 
painful or difficult foever, that we know 
will be crowned with the approbation of 
our Judge. Thus did the primitive Chri- 
ilians live unto the Lord. It appeared a finall 
matter to them to be judged of man's judge- 
ment : this was their labour, that whether 
prefent or abfent, they might be accepted 
of their Maften They fo fpake, and fb 
acted, not as pleafing men, but God, who 
tricth the hearts of his creatures, and will 
render unto every one according to his 
works. 
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3^//^^, 7b //W i/;//o the Lord^ is to make hia 
glory our end in every thing wc do. 

Paul expreffed the genuine fpirit of Chri- 
ftianity, when, with a dignity becoming 
the charadler of an apoftle, he thus wrote 
to the Philippians : " I would ye fhould un-- 
•* derftand, brethren, that the things which 
** happened unto me, have fallen out rather 
** unto the furtherance of the gofpel: fb 
that my bonds in Chrifl are manifefl in 
all the palace, and in all other places ; and 
many of the brethren in the Lord waxing 
** confident by my bonds, are much more 
•^ bold to fpeak the word without fear» 
•* Some indeed preach Chrift even of - envy 
*^ and ftrife ; and fome alfo of good wilk 
" The one preach Chrift of contention, not 
** fincerely, Aippofing to add afflidion to 
•* my bond^ ; but the other of love, know-r 
*^ ing that \ am fet for the defence of the 
*^ gofpel. What then? notwithftanding 
«♦ every way, whether in pretence, or in 
•* truth, Chrift is preached ; and I therein 
•* do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. For I 
** know that this fhall turn to my falvation, 
** through your prayer, and the fupply of 
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^ the Spirit of Jefus Chrift, according to 
** my earneft expedlation, and my hope^ 
** that in nothing I fliall be afhamed, but 
•* that with all boldnefs, as always, fo now 
** alfo Cbrifi Jhall be magnified in my body, 
** whether it be by life or by death. For 
" to me to live is Ghrift, and to die is gain ;" 
Pbitip. i. 12, — 21. \i we live unto the Lord^ 
wt fliall not feek great things for ourfelves* 
This will be our only concern, that the 
Lojfd may be magnified in us, and by us, 
either by our doing or fuffering ; by our 
life, or by our death% We fliall be con- 
tented to be employed in any flation his 
wifdom fliall choofe for us, and fludy 
to honour him in that flation by the dili- 
gent performance of the duties that belong 
to it. Though we occupy the meaneft of- 
fice in his family, we fliall with pleafure 
apply ourfelves to the work of that office, 
without repining at thofe who are dignified 
with a higher place ; nay, inflead of look- 
ing at them with envy, we fliall rejoice to 
behold their diligence and fuccefs. If our 
Lord be well ferved, if much work be done, 
that will iatisfy us, by whatfoever hands the 

work 
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work is carried on. We fliall execute what! 
falls to our own Ihare in the beft manner 
we can ; and pray for larger meafures of 
grace to thofe who have the honour to be 
employed in higher pieces of fervice, 

j\tblyj To live unto the Lord^ is to be 
wholly refigned to his difpofal ; bleffing 
him at all times in adverfity as well as in 
profperity, making him as welcome to take 
from us as to give unto us. 

How well our Apoftle had learned this 
important lefFon, appears from his own 
words, Philip, iv. 12. "I know both how to 
** be abafed, and I know jhow to abound : 
*' every where, and in all things I am in- 
** ftrudled, both to be full and to be hungry^ 
" both to abound and to fufFer need." It is 
rebellion againft our Lord to repine at any 
of his difpenfations, how afHi6ling foeven 
—What have we that we did not receive 
from him ? and is it not lawful for him to 
do what he will with his own ? David, after* 
contemplating the heavens, the work of 
God's fingers, the moon and the ftars which 
he had ordained, breaks forth into this ex-^ 
€lamation, PfaL viii. 4. " What is man, 

« that 
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** that thou art , mindful of him ? and the 
*' ion of man, that thou vifiteft him ? For 
*' thou haft made him a little lower thaa 
** the angels, and haft crowned him with 
*' glory and honour." He there celebrates 
the goodnefs of God, in afligning to man^ 
at his £rft creation, fo high a rank among 
the variety and immenfity of his works. 
The form of expreffion is a little varied^ 
PfaL cxliv. 3. J where, fpeaking of God's 
condefcenfion to man in his fallen and de- 
graded ftate, he faith, ** Lord, what is man^ 
** that thou takeft knowledge of him? or 
** the fon of man, that thou makeft accpunt 
** of him ? Man is like to vanity : his days 
•* are as a fliadow that paffeth away." Thi» 
reflection arofe from the experience he had 
of God'$ unmerited . kindneis to himlelf^ 
•• who had taught his hands to war, and hi;% 
** fingers to fight j" who had raifed him 
from the fheepfold to the throne of Ifrael, 
and had " fubdued his people under him.'* 
But I am perfuaded you will agree with. 
me, that what Job faith, {Jolf wh. 17, 18.), 
is more ftr iking and emphatical than either 
of the former two j when, in the deepeft 

adverfity. 
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adverfity, he exprefled himfelf thus : " WhaC 
•* is man, that thou fhouldft magnify . him I 
^ and that thou fhouldft fet thine heart upon 
** him ? and that thou fhouldft vifit him eve- 
•* ry morning, and try him every moment ?'* 
David, fpeaking of the divine beneficence^ calls 
it a being " mindful*' of man, " taking 
•* knowledge" of man, and *' making ac- 
** count" of him: but when Job fpeaks of 
corre&ion and chaftifement, he raifeth his 
ftyle, and calls it God's " magnifying man," 
and " fettinghis heart" upon him. He won- 
ders that God fhould beftow fuch attention 
upon a finful creature ; that he fhould ftoop . 
fo low as to become his phyfician ; nay, 
that he fhould vifit him every morning, to 
adminifter medicine for the recovery of his 
fpiritual health, afHiding his body for the 
good of his foul. In this light will the true 
difciple of Jefus Chrift view the moft di- 
Ibrefsful events of divine Providence. Con- 
vinced that his Lord knows what is good 
for him, better than he doth, he will kifs 
the rod, and make every difpenfation wel- 
come: and though nature may fhrink a 
little, and even wilh that the bitter cup 

might 
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might pafe from him, yet grace Will teach 
him to coaft;iit, and difpofe him to fay, 
** Neverthclefs not niy will, but thiiie be 
" done." Once more, 

Sibfyj/to live unto tbe Lord^ is to be fb 
thoroughly dievoted to him, as to account 
that we live not at all, but in fo far as we ferve 
him, and fliow forth his praife. 

This, i appprehend, exprefTeth the true 
JTpirit of the Apoftle's words. He reckoned 
nothing worthy to be called living that was 
hot fubiervierit to the great purpofe for 
which life was bellowed. He fneafured his 
time, not by days, or months, or years ; 
but by a fticceflion of fervices to his dear 
Mafter, by thofe adli of obedience he wad 
enabled to perform. What portions of 
time were otherwife employed, he did not 
cfleem to be lining at all ; thefe he reckoned 
among the vacancies of life, like the hour^ 
that pafs away in fleepj which is the image 
of death. The true Chriftian prefers one 
day in the courts of the Lord to a thoufand 
kny wheriB elfe, and would rather be a door- 
keeper in the houfe of his God, than dwell 
in the tents of wickednefs. 

Vol. II. A a Thus 
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Thus hav€ I told you what is includeA 
in living unto the Lordy I fhall now pro- 
cecdy. 

II. In the fecond place,. To apply this de- 
fcription of genuine Chriftianity as a mea- 
fiire or ftandard for helping iis to judge of 
our fpiritual condition. For this end, I 
mud beg your attention, and the anfwcr 
of a true confcience^ to the following que- 
ftion&. 

ift^ Of what weight is the authority of 
God in your hearts ? 

I am not enquiring, whether the things 
you do are commanded by God* I former- 
ly obferved, that there may be a deception 
here. God enjqins many things as duty, 
to which human nature, even in its pre- 
lent ftate, feeleth no averfi n : for our apo- 
ftafy was chiefly from God himfelf ; and 
though fome fierce and unfocial pailions 
have fprung from this bitter root^ yet, in 
the main, we are not naturally difaflre<5led 
to our fellow-men, but rather difpofed to 
wilh them well, and evei to do them 
good, provided our perfondl intereft be not 

hurt 
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hurt by it. And therefore no man can be 
faid with certainty /o live nnto the Lord^ 
merely becaufe he performs the common 
offices of juftice, humanity, and benefi- 
cence, towards others with whom he is con- 
nedled: for thefe things have a comelinefs 
in them that is obvious to the dimmeft.eye; 
they are of good report among all men ; 
and in mod cafes a man cannot ferve him- 
felf more effeAually than by pracftifing 
themi But if he, pradlife them merely, or 
even principally, to promote -his own inte^ 
reft, he muft not pretend that he Uvetb unto 
the Lord : he only ferves himfelf, and muft 
therefore be left to reward himfelf as he can. 
If he do not mean to ferve the Lordj if 
he do not aA from love and loyalty to his 
Sovereign, he can have no ground to expedl 
any reward at his hand. 

2dly^ Whom do you feek to pleafe, and 
whofe approbation do you principally covet ? 

If you only, or even chiefly, court the 
applaufe of men, it is plain that you do not 
live unto the Lord. " We labour,'' faith the 
Apoftle Paul, in name of all true believers, 
** that whether prefent of abfent, we may 
A a 2 "be 
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** be accepted of Chrift ;" fi Cor. v. 9.—-^^ 
•The Pharifees gave much alms; they werd 
frequent, ami loud, and long in their pray-* 
ers : but they did all " to be feen of men j'* 
anrd therefore our Lord ftyled them hypty^ 
crites^ and denounced many awful woe* 
. againft them^ I am lenfiblc that this fpecic^ 
of hypotrify is not the diftafe of the prefent 
age; there are fev^ that make muth noife 
about their prayers, or their alms; and 
there are ftill fewer, I fuppofe, that can? 
juftly be charged with excefe in either : fo 
that a caution againft being rightcotus aver- 
mueh feems quite fuperfluous. But caii 
you difcover nothing in youtfelves that is^ 
akin to this hypocrify ? Are ycHi as rieady" 
to perform the moft felf-denying duties, as^ 
thofe that are accompanied with immediate 
pleafure or advantage? Are you the fapae 
in feeret that you appear, o^ wifltei to^ ap- 
pear, in public I Or rather,. d6 you not 
fuit your behaviour to the hutnour of the 
times? C^vi you charge yourfelves with no 
inftances of a timid eotoplianee with thi 
prevailing maxims and manners of the 
world ? Hath iaoKfaJbion forne weight with 

you, 
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you, to draw you into many things which 
you do not inwardly approve ? and are you 
not often re drained from doing what con- 
fcience tells you ought, to be done, by the 
fear of incurring th^ ridicule and cenfure of 
others, even of thofe whom, in your hearts, 
you do not, and cannot, eftcem ? If fo, 
then thefe very hearts muft teftify againfl: 
you, that hitherto you have not been Uving 
unto the Lord* 

' 3^(Kf What regard do you feel for the 
honour of your Lord? 

Are you willing to become any thing, to 
do any thing, and to fuflFer any thing, for 
hijsfake? Are you contented, to ierve him 
in the me^nefl flation in his family ? or if 
you alpire to an higher place, is it lolely to 
enlarge your fpherc of ufefulnefs, that you - 
may labour more abundantly, and ferve him 
to greater advantage, than your prefent in- 
ferior fituation will permit? — When we fee 
you climbing upwards as faft as you can^ 
,may we really luppofe that this is your 
aim ? — That it ought to be you. aim, is ob- 
vious; for he who came not to be mini- 
ftcred unto, but to .minifter, keeps no idle 
A a 3 at- 
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attendants about his perfon for mere parado 
and ihow. Earthly princes, who are made 
of the fame materials with other men, need 
many external appendages to eke them our, 
as it were, and to give them bulk and im- 
portance in the eye of the world: but he 
who made the heavens and earth, infinitely 
difdains to borrow any fignificancy from the ^ 
workmanfhip of his own hands. The an- 
gels that excel in flrength, do his com- 
mandments, hearkening unto the voice of 
his word : the higheft feraph hath his tafk : 
^^ They are all miniftering fpirits, fent forth 
*^ to minifter for them who fhall be heirs of 
" falvation." — And can any of the fons of 
men be fo befooled by temporal profperity, 
as to imagine, that any little elevation they 
can attain on this footftool, relaxes their 
obligation to ferve God fo ftri<5tly as meaner 
men do? They may imagine it; and when 
we furvey the upper ranks of life, we find 
toojuft caufe to fufpedl, that this abfurd 
and impious conceit is entertained by many: 
but the faithful and true Witnefs hath af- 
fared us, " that unto whomfoever much is . 
f ^ given, of them much will be required ;'* 

and 
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^and that the greater talent, if not faithfully 
improved, fliall only heighten the condem- 
nation of its poffefTor, and entitle him .to 
inore and heavier ftripes* Once more, let 
me afk, 

/^bfyj What is it that gives the higheft 
value to every -thing in your efteem ? . 

" One thing have I dcfired of the Lord," 
iaid David, ^ and that will I feek after, 
** that I may dwell in the houfe of the Lord 
" all the days of my life, to behold the 

beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his 

temple,'* — ^** I count all things but lofs," 
faid the holy Apoftle Paul, " for the excellency 
•** of the knowledge of Chrift Jefiis my Lord; 
'^^ for whom i have fufFered the lofs of all 
** things, and do count them but 4ung that 
*' i may win Chrift." If you are fincerely 
devoted to the Lord Redeemer, you will'va- 
lue other things, in exadl proportion to their 
connedlion \yith him, and the relation they 
bear to him. You will prefer the Bible t;o 
all other books, becaufe it is the word, the 
teftament of your JLorJ. You will rejoice at 
every return of the Sabbath, becaufe it is 
-she laord\s day. You will delight in his 
A ^ 4 faints^ 
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faints, and account them the ^^ excellent 
•* onea in the earth," becaule they are dear 
to your Lord^ and bear his image. Prayer 
will be your fweeteft entertainment, becaufe 
it is the means qf correfpondence and inter- 
courfe with your Lord : And doing good to 
the bodies, and more efpecially to the fouls 
of men, will be rfeliihed by you as the mod 
plcafant and honourable employment, be- 
caufe it renders you mod lik^ unto your 
Lordy " who went about doing good," 
leaving us an example that we fhpuld follow 
his fleps. And thus will you eftimate all 
other things. 

Thele, and fuch like queftions, I would 
have you to put to your own hearts, as in 
the prefence of that God who is already 
perfedlly acquainted with you; who will 
Jhortly caufe you to know yourfelves, and 
will make all others to know you too, in 
that day when every difguife fhall be torn 
off, and your real charadler Ihall be pub- 
lilhed in the prefence of an aflembled 
^orld. 

I SHALL conclude this difcourfe with re- 

minding 
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minding you of thofe peculiar obligations 
that lie upon all who name the name of 
iChrift^ to live unto the Lord in the manner I 
have endeavoured to defcribe. 

1^, Unlefs we live unto the Lord^ we Ihall 
icounteraifl the very defign of that marvel- 
lous love he hath manifeded towards us, in 
giving himfelf for us an offcriag and facrifice 
to God for a fweet-fmelling favour. " He 
" bore our fins in his own body on the 
V tree, that we being dead to fin, fhould 

** live unto righteoufnefs." " He gave 

?* liimlelf for us, that he might redeem U9 
^* from all iniquity, and purify unto hirq.* 
f* felf a peculiar people, zealous of good 

" works/' ** He dijed for all, that they 

f* who live," by the merit of his death, 
f* fhould not henceforth live unto them- 
^* felyes, but unto him who died for them, 
f* and rofe again." This is fo much infift- 
ed upon in the New-Teftament writings, 
that the Socinians have repref ented it as the 
fole end for which our Lord both lived and 
died. But though we juftly maintain, in 
oppofition to them, that the death of 
Chrift was, in the ftridleft propriety of lan- 
guage, 
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guage, a true propitiatory facrifice for ex- 
piating the guilt of fin, and rendering the 
exercife of mercy to the finner confident 
with the holineis and juftice ot God j yet 
in exprefling our abhorrence of their error, 
we muft beware of running into the oppo- 
fite extreme: for nothing can be more 
clearly afferted in the oracles of truth, than 
that " the Son of God was manifefted for this 
•* purpofe, that he might deftroy the works^ 
^ of the devil f ' or, in other words, that he 
might prepare men for heaven, by the fandti- 
fying influences of his Spirit, as well as 
that he might purchafe a heaven for them 
by the merit of his blood. And it deferves 
particular notice, that though the main dit- 
feculty the fir ft preachers of <!lhriftianity had 
to ftruggle with among their own country- 
men, was to bring them oflp from a proud de- 
pendence upon their own righceoufiiefs, that 
diey might rely upon Chrift alone for par- 
don and acceptance ; yet in declaring this 
dodrine, they never failed to eftabliih the 
itifeparable conne<5lion between faith and 
holineis, loll any fhould turn the grace of 
God unto wantonnels, and, by claiming 

the 
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the privileges of the gofpel while they rc- 
fufed fubjedlion to its laws, flionld repre- 
fent Chrift as the minifter of fin. 

2^/y, We are further obliged to live unto 
the Lord^ as we regard the honour of our 
Matter, and the credit of that faving re- 
ligion which he taught. For hereby we 
mod efFedlually flop the mouths of gain- 
fayers, and cut oflf occafion from thofe 
that defire occafion to blafpheme that wor- 
thy name by which we are called; pre- 
fenting to their view a convincing proof, 
that Chriftianity is an efFecSlual means of 
falvation, and that Chrift is truly and pro- 
perly a Saviour. The death of Chrift ap- 
pears to have a mighty efficacy indeed, 
when it maketh thofe that believe on him 
to die unto fin. And it is impoffible to 
doubt, that he is alive, and hath all power 
committed to him in heavep and in earth, 
when he vifibly lives in his members by 
his all-conquering grace, and caufeth them 
to live unto him : Whereas a contrary be- 
haviour doth the greateft poffible injury to 
the caufe of truth, furnifhing the world 
with a handle to fay, that Chriftianity is 

rxothing 
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pothing more than an airy fpeculation, an4 
that the religion of Jefus is of no eflFedl to- 
wards reforming tlie hearts and lives of its 
profeflbrs. 

"^dly^ I fhall only add, that we are bound 
to live in the manner 1 defcribed by the 
ftridleft ties of juftice and equity. *' Ye 
^ are not your own," faith our Apoftle, 
I Cor. vi. 19, zo. " for ye are bought with 
•^ a price." From whence he draws this 
yraclical inference, " Therefore glorify God 
•^ in your body, and in your fpirit, which 
*^ are God's." As creatures who derived 
their being from God, we are bound to 
love him with all our heart, and to fervc 
him to the utmoft extent of the powers he 
hath given us. But his redeeming grace 
brings us under a new and ftill more en- 
dearing obligation to his fervice. When 
we had deftroyed ourielves, and lay expofed 
to all the dreadful effedts of his righteous 
difpleafure, having no eye to pity, a d no 
hand that could help us, then did he pity us, 
and his own arm brought falvation. He if- 
fued forth the gracious command, " Deliver 
*' them from gOiUg down to the pit, for I 

'^ have 
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** have found a ranfom." And in the ful- 
nefs of time our Lord Jefus (thrift, " the 
" Limb flain" in decree "from the foun* 
^ dation of the world," appeared in out* 
nature } and with the infinite price of his 
own precious blood redeemed us from the 
hand of juftice, and purchafcd for us com- 
plete aiid everlafting falvation. And now^ 
with what face caii we decline his fervice^ 
or refufe fubjedlion to any of his laws ? It 
is purely by his merit that we live at all : 
and fhall we reckon it grievous to walk by 
his diredlion? Surely nothing can appear 
more juft and equitable, than that he who 
bought us fhould poffels us, and that the 
ranfdmed fliould be entirely devoted to their 
Redeemer. 

Let thefe conliderations prevail with us 
to live unto hlm^ who " died, and rofe, and 
" revived, that he might be Lord both of 
** the dead and living." And while we 
look up to him for that divine aid, which 
he hath not only encouraged us to aik, but 
commanded us to expedl, let us go forward 
in his ftrength, making mention of his righ- 

teoufnefs. 
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teoufnefs, even of his only ; that when wtf 
die, we may fall afleep in that Jefus, unto 
whom we now live, and commit our bo- 
dies to the duft, in the aflured hope of a 
glorious refurredlion ; when that promife 
fhall be fulfilled in its largeft extent, " If 
** any man ferve me, let him follow me; 
" and where I am^ there Jhall alfo my fervant 
** be. If any man ferve me, him will my 
** Father honour." Amen. 
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1 Peter v. 7. 

Cajling all your care upon bim^ for he careth 
for you.. 



EXHORTATIONS of this kind^ which 
frequently occur in the facred Scrip-w 
tures, reprefent our holy religion in the 
moft amiable light. It appears, in all re- 
fpedlsj fuited to our prefent neceflities, and 
friendly to out higheft, our moft important 
interefts. How deplorable would be the 
ftate of men upon earth, were they left to 
ftruggle in their own firength with the trials 
and fuflPerings to which they are continual- 
ly expofed ? In profperity, when the mind 
is vigorous and undifturbed, Reafon may ^ 
difcover a variety of arguments for beaijing 
afflidlion with patience and fortitude ; and 
may even fuggeft fome topics of confolation, 
which in the diftant view of adverfity,^ feem 

to 
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to promife a feafonable and effedlual relief; 
but thefc are rather fpecious than foUd ; 
and when brought to the teft, have always 
been complained of as feeble and unavail- 
ing. Thc.beft of them are thofe which 
lead our thoughts upwards to the Supreme 
Difpofer of all events, the wife and righte- 
ous Governor of the world. But as it is( 
impoffible for a creature, confcious of guilty 
to feparate the idea of punifhment from 
fufiering, it is not eafy to conceive hovv the 
mere perfuafion, that our fufferings proceed 
from one who is incapable of doing wrong, 
fhould yield us any comfort, unlefs we were 
aflured, that while he punilheth out fins,* 
he is at the fame time willing to be recon- 
ciled to us ; nay, that the corredlion itfelf 
is the fruit of his love, and gracioufly in- 
tended for the cure of our fouls. But here 
Reafon, unaffifted, is unable to move one 
ftep upon firm ground ; and though it 
could, yet as the mind itfelf is too com- 
monly unhinged and broken by adverfity,* 
any aid that depended upon a procefs of 
reafoning would come by far too flow to 
©ur relief. " The fpirit of a man will fuC- 

« tain 
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^ tain his infirmity ; but a woxyided fpirit 
** who can bear V\ ^ 

In this diftreiled fituation^ when every 
other refuge fails, divine revelation comes 
ieafonably to our ailiflance. So bright are 
the objecSls it prefents to our view, that they 
prevent the labour of a tedious inquiry: 
The mind fees them at once ; and though 
greatly difturbed, can with eafe difcover 
both their nature and their ufe^ The im- 
port of a flriking fa^ is, much fooner com^ 
prehended than the . force of an argument. 
Thus when we are told, that " God fpared 
^^ not his own Son, but delivered him up 
** to the death for us," we no fooner hear 
and believe the facSl, than we are fuflGrciently 
prepared to draw the fame conclufion from 
it that Paul did, " How fliall he not with 
*' him alfo freely give us all things ?'' But 
die Scriptures do not ftop here: they not 
only relate what God hath already done, 
and thereby furnifli us with proofs of his 
mercy and grace ; they likewife contain ex-t 
plicit declarations of what he hath purpofed 
and determined to do. They abound with 
great and precious promifes, confirmed by 

Vol. IL B b the 
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the oath of an tmchangeable God, ** that 
** by two immutable things, in whith it is^ 
** impoflible for God to lie, they may have 
^ a ftrong confblation, whd have fled for 
" refuge to lay hold on the hope let before 
*« them.'' 

Of this kind is the argument with wbkh 
the Apoftle preflefh the exhortation in my 
text, Cajiing all your cart upon God\ faith he^ 
FOR ht earetb for fou. Nothii^ can be more 
fimple ; and^ at the fame time, nothing can 
be more perfiiafive. No acuteneft is reqm- 
fite for difcovering the meaning of the arg\:^ 
menf •. " And then its ftrength is irlie^ftible : 
** For if God be withus^ who can be againft 
" trs ?" If the great Lord of heaven and 
earth vouchfafe to become our friend, nay^ 
our gtjardian, then furely^ with a cheer- 
ful and unreferved confidencey we ioiay rea- 
lign ourfelves wholly to his difpofal and 
governments The objects of his patent 
Care muft always be fafe ; no real evil can 
befal them, neither fliall any thing that i» 
thily good be with-held from them. 
But to whom doth the Apoftle addrefs his 
dKhortation ? 

This 
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^i$ queftion is of imporunce^ wd muft 
^e anfwered m xh^Jfitft jdace* 

Stcondllf^ I {hall lay open the nature and 
txtent of the duty here enjoined, and fhcfw 
what is included in casing all our care upon 
Hod. 

Thirdly^ I fhall iUuftrate the propriety aqd 
ftrength of the motive. with ir^hich the exhoi:* 
lation Id enforced) God car^tb for you. 
.And then direc^you to the pra<Stical im^ 
f^rarement of the iubjedt. 

NbTHiNG would ^^e aafi greater plc«- 
fore, than to fay to every one that hears mt^ 
Thou art the perfon who art invited to €4^ 
iby care upon God: but it is truth^ and AOt 
inclination, that muft didate what I Aiy. 
The great Prophet of the church compares 
the office of a minifter to that of a fteward, 
whoie buiinefs it is to feed thqfe committed 
to his care, by giving unto each •* his poT- 
•* tion of jneat in due feafonu'' A pjropiif- 
cuQus diftribution of the bread of life,,; is 
not merely unpro&table, but in many i^fti^s 
liurdFul, to the fouls of men : And give tne 
Ifcave to add, that in no cafe is it more likely to 
B b 2 be 
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be hurtful^ thafi when the fubjedt, like the 
prefent one, is foothing.and agreeable. And 
tlierefofe, that? this word of truth may be 
rightfy dividhd, k witt be ncceflary, 

I. In the jHf^ pliace. To inquire who the 
ffeffoAs are to whom the elhortaaan may 
pr€>perfy he addrcfflled. 

It is cereun^ that as there are prmikges 
pecuHar to fan^ified belie vers, io there, arc 
many duties enjoined in Scripture, which 
the impenitent and unbelieving .are inca-^ 
f^ble of performing: and, I apprehend, 
iSiBti^ is^ no duty whatfoever that Ues farther 
beyond their reach, than the exerdie of 
Cruft and hope in God; for every part of 
\kk word denounces wrath againft them io 
long as they perfift in their rebellion and 
enmity. ^ God is angry with the wicked 
^ every day# He hath bent his bow^^and 
^ made it ready ; he hadi atfo prepared for 
^ him the inftraments of death." And 
therefore, vo^ perfons of this charaiSler, a 
pRviOQa exhortation is neceilary. X muft 
;tddreis you in the words of Eliphaz to Job, 
^ Acquaint now thyielf with God^ aod be 

" at 
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^^ at peace, and hereby good ihaU come un^ 
*•* to you.*' At pKfent my text doth iiot 
fpeak to you at all. if you look back to the 
foregoing part of this epiftle, you will fee 
the peribns defcribed whom the Apoftle had 
in bis eye. He doth not write to all pro- 
mifeuoufly^ but ^^ to the eleift, according 
•* to the foreknowledge of God the Father» 
^ through fan(%i£cation of the £pirit unto 
^^ obedience, and fprtnkling x>f the blood o£ 
" Cbrift.** He writes to thofe " who are 
^ born again, not of corruptible feed, but 
^ of incorruptible, by the word of God, 
^ which lirveth and abideth for ever/* He 
ad irefleth his exhortation to believers an 
Christ Jefus, *^ who loved him though un- 
** feen," having tailed of his grace ; whom 
he diftinguiiheth by the honourable appelr 
lations of *^ a <hq;fen generation, a royal 
^ prieilhood, a holy nation, a peculiar peo* 
" pie." Thefc are ^ho-olyeds of God's pa- 
ternal care ; and they only are qualified xx^ 
eaji their care upon bkn. 

I fpeak not thus to drive any, even the 
word of you, away from God, or to dif- 
o^ura^e yoiair application to him when 
B b 3 trouble. 
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trouble overtakes you. A time of diflrefk 
is a very proper fetfon for ijbeking acquaints 
lotce vnik God. His rod hath a voice aa 
well as his word, and both fpeak the fame 
language, " Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye 
^* die?" All I a-iirm is, that you caiMiot 
ca^ your care up&n God till your acquaintance 
with him be begun; and by telling you^ 
that the faints are pofFeifed of privileges 
which at prefent do not belong to you, my 
fole aim is ^' to provoke you to jealoufy,"' 
as Paul expr jfTetirh it, and t<> make you amn 
bitious to caft in your lot with ^' thefe ex- 
** cellent ones in the earth," that ye alfot 
may partake of their joy. ^V This is the 
*^ command of God," and ^he firft ki orde^ 
under the gofpel-difpeniatioo„ ^' that w© 
*f believe on the name of his Son Jefua 
** Chrift ;" and, it is only in ccmfequence of 
our obedience to this comnKind, that we 
obtain an intereft in the bleSngs he hath 
purchafed. Ghrifl is that unfpeakable com* 
prehenfive gift, in which all other gifts are 
virtually included. It is bur thankful ac- 
ceptance of the Mediator of the covenant^ 
that both manifefts our claiav to the pro» 

mifes 
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9niles of the covenant, and qualifies us to 
perform the duties is: requires. — From this 
account of the perfons who are invited^ 
^qfi their care ^ptm God^ we ihaH^ with g^eat(^ 
^afe and certainty, difcover, 

IL The nature and extent of the duty 
itfelf ; which is xhe Jfccond thing I propofed 
CO illuftrate. 

It differs eotirely in its luaure &om that 
•carelefTnefs and inieisifibility which the bulk 
jof mankind too generally indulge. Many 
indeed enjoy a fatal tranquillity, having no 
xoncenjL at all about Jtheir eternal interefis. 
Th^r inquiries are abundantly ansdons 
with regard to (he things of a prefent life ; 
laying, ^^ What fhall we eat, and what fhall 
^ we driiik, and wherewithal fhall we be 
♦* clothe S" But they were never brought 
|a good e^mefl: to afk the infinitely more in- 
terefting queftion, " What fhall we do to 
^ be faved ?" Or if at any time a feriou^ 
thought^ tending to this inquiry, force it- 
&M upon their minds, they immediately 
encounter it with a prefumptuous hope of 
^he diviae merfy, and endeavour to per- 

B b 4 fuade 
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iuade themfelves, by fbmc fallacioiis rea* 
fonmgS) that it may be well with them at 
laft, thougli they go on in their trefpafles. 
Now the tiauh of fuch perfons is not only 
dead in itfelt, but likewife poifonous and 
killing to their foals. They are perifliing,, 
and will not believe it, till the unquenchable 
fire awaken them from their fccprity, and 
put it out of their power to deceive them* 
felves any longer. We muft not call our 
^ork upon God, and prefiime that he wiH 
fave us in the way of iloth and carnal in- 
dulgence: on the contrary, we are com- 
manded ** to work out our own falvation 
with fear and trembling.** It is only 
in well-doing" that we can regularly 
commit the kjeeping of our fouls to God,*' 
as the Apoftle hath taught us in the clofe of 
the preceding chapter. We are exhorted 
to caft our care upon him, not that we 
may enjoy the bafe reft of the fluggard, 
" who defireth and hath nothing, becaufe 
** his hands refufe to labour;'* but that, 
having got our hearts enlarged, and freed 
from a load that prefled them down, we 
may quicken our pace, and run with 

greater 
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greater alacrity in the way of GodHs com*, 
mandments. 

The chara<5ler of the perfons to whom 
this exhortation is addrefled, doth likewife 
ferve to limit the extent of the duty. It is 
not every fort of care that we are invited 
or permitted to caft upon God, but only 
the care of thofe things which the Chriftian 
dare avow in the prefence of his Father^ 
and humbly aik of him by prayer and fup* 
plication. We read, Mattb. xviiL at the 
beginning, that the difdples of our Lord^ 
came to him in a body, inquiring which of 
^em fhould be ^ greate/i in the kingdom of 
^^ heaven." This was a vain felf-interefted 
anxiety, to which our Lord gave a iharp 
and fudden check, by telling them in plain 
terms, that till they fhould lay afide that 
ambitious care^ they were not fit to pofiefs 
the loweft place in his kingdom. .^ He 
*^ called a little child unto him, and fet 
^^ him in the midft of them, and faid, 
** Verily, I fay unto you, that except ye be 
^* converted, and become as little children, 
** ye fliall not enter into the kingdom of 
*• heaven. •'—»— We have an account of amv 

ther 



thcr vcfy oarejid man, Zji^ir siL. j^— ^t«» 
where his pidhire is drawn with inimitable 
ftreQgth« He is reprefenttd in a mafinj^ 
pofture, thinking withiu himfidify atid fay^r 
ing, « What fliftll I do ¥' The queftion be- 
trays the greateft uneafinefs and perjdexity* 
A poor ftanring beggar, who had not ^ 
morfel of bread, nor knew wl&ere to find 
it!, could haire faid nothing more iQXprefliT9 
^diftriift and ansiety. And what do you 
really think aiied this man ?. Did he want 
bread i Quite the contrary; he had got 
^Go ardch: his barns were not large enough 
to iponcain the prodti^^ of his ground : ^ { 
^ hare no room,'* iaid he, ** where to be* 
^ feoiw. ray fruits.** And it was this tha( 
made him cry out, ^ What ftiall Ida T l£ 
yoti defire any further in&rmatlon con** 
ccming him, you will find it at verie acu 
^ But God faid unto him, Tifou /ooi, this 
^ night thy foisd fliaU be required of thee; 
^^ then whoie &all thofe things be which 
*' thou haft provided ?** It would appear^ 
that his fituation with fefped. to an heir 
was (imilar to what Solomon defcribes, 
EccJe/i iv. 5L ** Th«e is ^of^ alone, and 
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M^ (here 18 uotafecondj y«a, he hath nei* 
** tl^er child nor brother : yet there is no 
^^ end of all his labour/' &c. But whatever 
became of his fruits ^ we knon^ that his yo^ 
{proved a lading efl^te, for it continues to 
be the inheritance of many at this day. I 
believe there «re numbers among ourfelvesb 
whoTe mind» are continually on the rack, i* 
that they cannot deep, with laying fcheme« 
about the mereft drives in tbe world. la 
this age of gaiety and frivolous oftentatios^ , 
I make r^S doubt, that the fuperfluities of 
drefs, furniture, equipage, and the. Uke» 
employ the thoughts of the rich (or of 
people of falhion, whether they be rich ot 
not) as anxioufly, as the dodbing that is 
necefTary to cover their tiafeedncfe employs 
the thoughts of the poor vid deftitute* It 
is the care of fome to overtop dxeir neigh- 
bours : it is the care of others to over-reach 
at gaming; and indeed the mind of & 
gamefter muft be in perpetual fufpenfe and 
agitation, — Surely I need not tell you, that 
it would be impious to cqfi fuch cares upon 
God. We are not at liberty to choofe a^ 
random whatfoever is agrecsjfble to fancy or 

appetite ; 
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appetite; and, wlien oar paffions are m* 
flamed, and obr hearts overcharged imth 
difqweting cares, attempt to roll thefe over 
lapon Ood. We mHft firft exanune the ob- 
jed of our defoe, whether it be good in it- 
ielf, and fit for as ; whether it be confident 
with and fubfervient to our fpiritual inte- 
reft: and if, upon inquiry, it fliall appear 
that thefe qualifications are wanting^, we 
muft neither caft the ewe -of' it uponOed, 
nor keep it to ourielves, but throw it away 
altogether ; praying, that our foliy may be 
forgiven, our diieafed affections healed, and 
led forth to other objedb more worthy of 
0urpurfait. This being laid down, then, 
zs a fuodamental principle, that the obje^ 
of ^ur defire nraft be lawful and good, the 
fraSice of the duty which my text recom- 
mends, may be confidered as iacludkig the 
following particulars. 

i^, A ftedfaft perfuafion, that all events 
are ordered .and dtredled by God ; that we 
and all our interefts are continually in his 
hand ; and that nothing can befall us without 
4iis appointment or permifiion. This was 
the foundation of David'« confidence, when 

he 
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bcrfaid, ** Into thine hands L commit my 
^ fpirit: Thou haft redeemed me, O Lord 
•* God of trutk — I have heard the flander 
f* of many; fear was oa every fide j white 
^ they took counfel together againft me, 
^ they devifed to take away my lifew But 
^ I trufted in thee, OLord: I faid^ Thou 
**' art my God, my times are in thy hand." 
Herein lies the difference betwixt the jiulgie^ 
inent of fandtifiied behever» and that, of 
worklly men : The laft,. confining their 
views to the objefls of fenfe, place their 
whole dependence upon weak and ran^ 
table creatures like themlelves. They court 
the fmiles, and tremble at the frowns, of 
thofe who are raifed a. little above them ; 
and . have no higher aim, than to recomr 
mend them&lvesf to the favour and protec- 
tion, of fuch perfbns as are moft likely to 
gratify their ambition or covetoufnefs : 
Whereas the believer, knowing that God is 
fupreme, and that the higheft creatures are 
only inftruments which he employs at his 
pleafure, keeps hia eye, continually fised 
upon him, and hath no other concern than 
,to be found walking in thofe ways which he 

hath 
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luth appointed } being fully aflfared, that 
all events, of whatisver kind, are ordered hf 
his reconciled Father in Chrifl: Jefus, and 
fhall infallibly work together for his fpiri- 
tual improvement in this ftate of difcipline^ 
and iiTue in his complete and. everlafting 
felicity. 

2itiy^ To cqfi^ our ^afcupon Gody is to make 
his Will the guide and meafure of ours^ We 
may defire, we may afk, what appears to 
us good in its own nature, and conducive 
either to our comfort or ufefulneft in a pre^ 
ient world ; we may lawfully wiih to be de^ 
livered from trouble, to enjoy healdl of 
body, compofure and cheerfokieft of mind, 
the pleafures of virtuous friendfliip, and a 
competent portion of the good things of this 
life : but fiill we muft defire and a& thefe 
bleflings with due fubmif&on to the will of 
God,ieaving it entirely to his imerring wifl 
dom to give or to with-hold them, as leem-^ 
cth good unto himfel£ We have a lovely 
example of this temper in -the behaviour of 
David upon a very tiying occafion.' When 
the unexpedled rebellion of his unnatural 
Ion Abffilom, which threatened him with 

the 
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the immediate lofs^ not 6F his crbwti 4mifj 
but alfo of Ms life, bblig^ hkn to leave Je^ 
rufaiem ia hafte; we are toM, tl}W ^ttnpsag 
chef few that accompamed him in his flighc 
toward the wilderness, was Zadock che 
Ptidft, and with him all the: Levitei, bearing 
the ark of the covenant of God. in thb 
time of great diftrei^/ when feis fitnation 
wks ib ftfie^ing, thaic,.as we read, s $am. 
XV. 2^0 ^ all the country trept with a loud 
^ voice," while diey beheld htm paifing^ 
over the brook Kidron, the facred hiflorian 
mforms ns, verfe 25, 2€i« that the king ad^ 
dreiSed Slladock in the following words: 
^ Carry back the arfc^Grod inta the city : 
•^ if I fhall find favour in the eyes oi the 
•* Lord^ he will bring me again, and (how 
^^ me both it. and his habitation. Bat if he 
** thus fay, I have no delight in thee ; be- 
^ hold^ hete am I, let him do to me aa 
•* feemeth good unto him.''-^What lha41 be 
the ifTue of this formidable confpiracy I 
know not ; but I cafi my carCy my all, upon 
tny God: in the mean dme, let the ark of 
the covenant be carried back to its place. 
The prefince of the God of Ifrael is not con- 
fined 




39« SERMON XV. • 

.fined to this fymbol of his grace ; and thai 
I truft fhall encompafs me whitherfbever I 
go, to fupport and cheer me in this, melan^ 
choly flight. Whether or not I fhall be re-- 
fiored to my houfe and throne, I cannot at 
preient forefee; but this I know, that in 
either cafe it fhall be well with me. If I re* 
turn to Jerufalem, I fhall again behold this 
ark, and enjoy the Lord my God in: his ot^ 
dinances ; but if my God hath no further 
fervice for me on this earth, I fhaU go to 
that place where there is no bccafion for ex- 
ternal means of correfpondence and inter* 
courfe : Behold, here I lie at the difpofkl of 
my Father and my King, equally prepared 
to live or to die ; to reign once more in, the 
earthly Jerufalem, or to take up my eternal 
refidence in the Jerufalem that is above. — 
This unlimited refignation to the will of 
God, makes an efTential part of the duty 
which my text recommends. — ^It further 
implies, 

^dly^ That we renounce all confidence in 
the creature, and place our trufl in God 

alone. We are required, you fee, to caji 

ALL our care upon him ; not a part, but the 

whole, 
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whole. For thus it is written, J^er. xvii. 5,— t8v 
** Curfed be the man that trufteth in. man, 
^ and maketh flefli his arm, and whole 
" heart departeth from the Lordw Eor he 
" fliall be like the heath in the defart, and 
" fliall not fee when good cDmeth, and (hall 
" inhabit the parched places in the wilder- 
^* nefs, in a fait land and not inhabited.'* 
Whereas, " Bleffed is thp man that trufteth 
*^ in the Lord, and whofe hope the Lord is* 
*' For he fliall be as a tree planted by the 
** waters, and that fpreadeth out her roots 
** by the river, and fliall not fe^ when heat 
" Cometh, but her leaf fliall be green, and 
*' fliall not be careful in the year of 
** drought, neither fliall ceafc from yielding 
** fruit.'' A divided truft between God , 
and the creature, is as foolifli and unfafe, as 
to.fet one foot upon a rock, and the other 
upon the quickfand. We muft, as I for- 
merly obferved, be diligent in the ufe of 
means ; for thus the commandment runs, 
" Truft in the Lord, and do good :" but at 
the fame time we muft look beyond, and 
above all means, to God himfelf for fuccefs ; 
faying, as David did, " My foul, wait thou 
Vol. n. C c 'I only 
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•* only upon God: for my expe(3ation is 
*' from him. He only is my rock and my 
*^ falvation ; he is my defence ; I {hall not 
** be moved. In God is my falvation and 
" my glory j the rock of my ftrength, and 
" my refuge is on God."-- — Once more, 
in the 

/[tb place, To cajl all our care upon God^ 
implies a full and unfufpedling dependence 
upon his wifdom and goodnefs j fuch a 
dependence as quiets the mind, difpofing 
it to wait patiently upon God, and to ac- 
cept with thankfulnefs whatfoever he is 
pleafed to appoint. The Chriftian who 
hath learned this important lefTon, not only 
brings his cares to the throne of grace, but 
there alfo he leaves them, and, like Hannah, 
returns with his countenance no more fad. 
Having " by prayer and fupplication, with 
** thanklgiving, made his requefts known 
** to God," his mind is at reft, " he is care- 
" ful for nothing:" he hath put all his in- 
terefts into the beft hands: he hath com- 
mitted them to One, who is too wife to be- 
ftow what is hurtful, and too kind to with- 
hold what is good. In confequence whcre-» 

of, 
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of, " the peace of God that paffeth all 
*^ underftanding, keeps his heart and mind 
** through Jefus Chrift/* This gracious 
temper brings not only reft, but liberty ta 
the foul. It breaks all thpfe fetters in 
pieces, by which the covetous, the ambiti- 
ous, the voluptuous, are chained to a pre^ 
iient world, and dragged at the heels of 
thofe worfe than Egyptian taflcmafters, " the 
*^ luft of the eyej the luft of the flelh, and 
*' the pride of life/' Whatever God will- 
eth is pleafing to the fandlified believer; 
and the light of his Father's countenance, 
amidft the deepeft and moft. complicated 
diftrefs, puts greater gladnefs into his heart, 
than the fenfualift can feel, or is capable of 
conceiving, when his corn and wine do mofl: 
abound. It is this that gives the Chriftian 
the true enjoyment of life. No man can have 
the proper relifh of any earthly comfort, 
who is not prepared to part with it This 
looks like a paradox, but will be found 
upon examination to be a weighty truth. 
Where fear is, there is torment : and no- 
thing mars our joy fo effedlually, as the 
profpedl of being feparat^d from what we 
C c 2 greatly 
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greatly love. Talk to a carnal man of 
death, and the poor creature's fpirit dies 
within him : the awful profpedl of diflblu- 
tion, like the hand-writing upon the wall 
which Belfhaz^ar perceived while he was 
drinking wine with his princes, his wives, 
and his concubines, will, in the height of 
his gaiety, change his countenance, loofen 
the joints of his loins, and make his knees 
to finite agaihft one another. Whereas the 
man who hath been taught to caft bis care 
upon God^ can fit cheerfully at the fcaft 
which Providence affords him, and think 
of his dying hour without diminiftiing the 
relifli of his prefent enjoyment. Like I>a- 
vid, Pfah xxiii. he can look forward without 
difmay, to his walk through the valley and 
fhadow of death; and while the gloomy 
objed is in his eye, he can fay to his God 
with thankful praife, ** Thou prepared a 
" table before me in the prefence of mine 
** enemies: thou anointeil my head with 
" oil, rriy cup runneth over : furely gbodnefs 
** and merCy fliall follow me all the days of 
** my life ; and I will dwell in the houfe of 
^^ the Lofd for ever.** 

Thus 
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Thus have I opened the meaning of the 
exhortation, and at the fame time attempted 
to give you a general view ot the dignity 
and excellence of the temper it recommends* 
But the mod perfuafive motive to the prac- 
tice of this duty, is thut which the Apoftle 
himfelf maketh ufe of in the clofe of the 
verfe, where he. giveth full aflurance to belie- 
vers in Chrift, that God, in a peculiar man« 
ner, careth for them. To this I fhall pro- 
ceed in piy nieit difcojuyfe.-: — h-May pDd 
lead us by his Spirit to :tbe..ki>Qwledgg of 
our duty, and difpofe us by , his grace to 
thje love and pradice of k, :for Ghrift's fake# 
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■ t Peter y. 7. 

■'j . '■■ . 

.Cafling all your care upon bim^ for be earetb 

rA : • for yQU4 

^HESE w6rds tontain a preffing ex-' 
hortation to an important duty, and 
a itioft perfu^five argument to enforce the 

• pracSlice bfit It was an apoftle of Chrift who 
gave the exhortation, and he addrefled it to 
believers in Chrift : not to thofe who barely 
profeffed Chriftianity in oppofition to Hea- 
thenifm j but to real faints, as diftinguifhed 

f from mere nominal Chriftians, who " have 
*' a form of godlinefs, but deny the power 
" thereof." What their condition was with 
-refpedl to external things, partly appears 
from the infcription of the epiftle, where 
they are called " ftrangers, fcattered abroad 
" throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
^ Afia, and Bithynia/' Such perfons were 

not 
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hot likely to enjoy much worldly cafe or a£B[u- 
ence : and indeed we have pofitiye evidence 
that they did not ; for we are told exprefsly, 
that " they were in heavinefs through ma- 
*' nifold temptations/' reproached as eviK 
jdoers, and cruelly perfecuted for the name 
of Chrift; Nay, .a;s if thefe trials had been 
only the beginning ot forrows, the Apoftle 
forewarns them^ at the 12th vcrfe of the; 
preceding chapter, that they were foon to. 
^nter upon a new fc^ne of fufiering^ j the 
feverity of which fhould far exceed any^ 
thing they had yet felt* " Beloved," faith 
he, ;'' think it not ftrange concerning the /£rry 
" trial which is to try you, as though fome 
** ftrange thing happened unto you : but 
" rejoice in as much as ye are partakers of 
" Chrift's fufferings j that when his glory 
" ihall be revealed, ye may be glad alfb 
** with exceeding joy." 

We can hardly doubt, that fuch an awful 
profpecSl would beget many anxious dif- 
quieting thoughts. Cares it behoved fhem 
to have : not about the trivial accommoda- 
tionsVof a prefent lifjs, ibeirs would be^of 
a more ferious and important ^ nature : — 
C c 4 How 
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Hbtv^ tll6y Qiould quit thdmfelves like itfen, 
and m^int^h tbeir ground agaiiifl: the craft 
of fedti^s, ^aiid-the fiirious attacks x>f per- 
fetxitiiig zeal ;-^how they fhould . adorn the 
do(9trhe of <3ba their Saviour, andl "cut off 
** occafibn from thofe ivho defired occafion 
^ Htolilafpherte that worthy name bv Which 
*^ they were ^called j*'— -above all, how they 
fhdbldVecbnimehd religion to the efteem tihd 
Choice' 6f '"their enemies, and become the in- 
ftririicirts of faving from eternal death, thofe 
whb thirfted for their own blood, ^nd treat- 
ed them like the filth and offscourihg of aH 
th?ngs.^-i-Stich, we may fuppof^, -would-be 
the principal dares of persecuted feints : and 
all thiefe they are exhorted to cafl upon God: 
For J adds the Apoflle, God caretb-fcr you. 

This is the argument which I jQiall now 
fenideavour to illuftrate, ' . 

1. By laying before you the evidence of 
its truth J and, 

2. By (ho wing its propriety and ftrength 
for ehgaging us to cajl our care upon God. 

L When we confider the charadler of the 
I)erfon& to whom this exhortation was ori- 
ginally 
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ginally addreffed, it will readily occur to 
us, that the Apoftle means fomething .more 
by th^ eare of God, than that general Pro- 
vidence ^?vhich extends to all the creatures 
he hath made* The €are he fpeaks of, is 
that peculiar and affedlionate regard to 
the faints which he had before defcribed^ 
chhp.iii. 12. "The eyes of the -Ldrd are 
^*. over -the righteous, and his ears are open 
"unto their prayers: but the face of the 
" -Lord i$ againft them that do evil."—— — 
Thus 4t is written, that "he withdraweth 
"^notliiseye from the righteous." — " The 
" Lord is God," faith the Prophet Nahuni, 
** a Urong hold in the day of trouble, and 
" he knorweth them that truft in him.'^ 
Many other paflages might be quoted which 
affert, in the moft explicit terms, that God 
caretb for his faints in another manner than 

he doth for the reft of the world. But 

that you may have a more extenfive and en- 
couraging view of the evidence of this truth, 
confider 

How intimately the faints are related to 
God. " Behold," faith the Apoftle John in 
name of -all the faithful, " behold, what 

" manner 
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*' iQanner of love the Father hath beftowed 
" upon us, that we ihould be called the fans 
" of God." Nor is this a mere title of ho- 
nour : the perfons on whom it is conferred 
are invefted with a full and unalterable 
right to all thofe privileges which the title 
imports ; for, as Sft Paul reafons, " If chil- 
f ' dren, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint 
" heirs with Chrift." And can it be fuppo- 
fed, that the JFather of mercies will abandon 
his own offspring ? Do earthly parents care 
for their children ? and can he who hath 
implanted that difpofition in their nature, 
be unconcerned ^bout thofe whom he hath 
adopted into his family, and regenerated by 
his Spirit ? Is it poflible that the dreams 
Ihould have more fweetnefs than the foun- 
tain whence they flow ? No, furely. *' If 
*^ men, being evil, know how to give good 
*' gifts to their children, much more will 
*' the Father of mercies give good things un- 
" to them that afk him." And is not this 
a folid ground of confidence and hope? 
Every believer in Chrift may expedl all from 
God, and infinitely more, than any child 
can expe(5l from the mofl aficdionate and 

tender- 
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tender-hearted 'patent upon earth. ~—i- But 
this is not all ; for ' 

Our Father in heaven hath in a manner 
laid open his heart to us, and told us plain* 
ly what we may lawfully afk and hope to 
obtain. He hath publifhed his good-will 
in a variety of great and precious promifes ; 
promifes that extend to all the neceffities of 
his children ; infomuch that, be their con*- 
dition what it will, they may find fome 
gracious declaration of what God hath pur- 
pofed to do ; which fuits their cafe with as 
much precifion and exadlnefs, as if their 
particular diftrefs had been the immediate 
occafion of it. Or if any calamity Ihould 
prefent itf<Jf to their imagination, againft 
which no effedlual provifion appears to have 
been made, there is one promife upon re- 
cord, to which the believing foul may at all 
times retreat, Rom. viii. 28. " We know 
" that all things work together for good, to 
" them that love Cod, to them who are the 
*^ called according to his purpofe." Thefe 
are the words of him who is unchangeable, 
" the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever, 
^ without any variablenels or fliadow of 

^^ turning.'* 
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tuFning. Hear what hcf faith^ Jjfl xlbc* 
15, " Can a woman forget her fuckiiig 
** child, that file ihould not have compaf- 
'** £on.onthe fon of her womb? yea, they 
*^ m^y: forget, yet will I not fc^fget thee*" 
And that we may have fuller aflurance of 
this, we are told by the Prophet Malachi^ 
*^ that a book of remembrance is written 
"before God, for rfiem that fear the. Lord, 
^^taad that think npon his name/' Nay, 
-the Scriptures inform us, that there 13 One 
in heaven, infinitely dear to the Father, who 
is «tot Jonly a faithful Remembrancer, but a 
^owerfeiL Advocate, and unwearied: InterccP- 
for, -in behdf of all " who come. to God by 
" him/* • 

And this may be confidered asianaddi^ 
tional ground of aflurance, that believersare 
the objedls of God's peculiar care. " We 
" have a great High-Prieft, who is pafled 
" into the heavens, Jefus the Son of God, 
*' who conftantly appears in the prefence of 
** God for us/' Thus John beheld him in 
vifion, " Handing in the midft of the 
"'throne, /as a Lamb that had been flain," 
difplaying thofe wounds which he received, 

when 
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*lien " he bore our fins in his owii body 
•* on the tree," as fo many mouths filled 
with the mod prevailing arguments for 
mercy and grace to his redeemed ones, 
whom he then did, and ftill doth, reprefent^ 
We have a fpecimen of his interceflion re- 
corded by that Apoftle in the 17th chapter 
of his gofpel ; where, among* other tender 
and affefiftionate requefts, we find the fol- 
lowing remarkable words : " Now I am no - 
♦* more in the world, but thefe are in the 
♦' world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, 
" keep through thine own name* thofe whom- 

« thou haft given me; ^I pray not that 

** thou fhouldft take them ^ut of the world, 
*^ but that thou fhouldft keep them from 
" the evil. — Neither pray I for thefe alone, 
** but for them alfo which fliall believe on 
*• me through their word.'' In fuch terms 
did our Lord recommend his immediate 
followers, and all his difciples in fucceed- 
ing generations, to the protedion and carp 
of his heavenly Father. And may not this 
beget in us the fuUeft and moft joyful affu- 
rance, that God doth, and always will, care 
for them ? — And ftill more, when we con- 
\ fider, 
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£dcT^ that he who thus intercedes n dicir 
behalf, is himfelf poileiled of ail power ia 
heaven and in earth, and is conftitoted Head 
orer all things for the churdu *^ I am he," 
laid he, ^ that was dead, and am now aiive, 
^ and behold I live for erermore, and have 
^ the keys of hell and of deaths** 

Thefe are fome of the evidences which 
the Scriptures afford ns, that God caredi 
for fanctified believers. The relation he 
bears to them, the promifes he hath given 
them, the conftant prevailing interceffion 
of his Son, together with the power com* 
mitted to him as King of Zion, all concur 
to fecore this important benefit. 

But I have farther to add, that we have 
the evidence of faffs j as well as of argu- 
ments, to eftablifli our faith of the divine 
care and protedlion. The lacred records 
bear witnefs, that God hath been the dwell- 
ing-place of his people in all generations, 
and give us abundant reafon to fay, with 
Pavid, " Our fathers trufted in thee : they 
** trufted, and thou didft deliver them« 
*^ They cried unto thee, and were delivered: 
•* they trvtfted in thee, and were not con- 

^' founded,'* 
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^ founded." And God is always in one 
Hiind : " He is the rock, his work is perfedl, 
"and all his ways are judgement ; a God of 
" truth, and without iniquity, juft and right 
^ is he." . 

What fignal appearances hath he made 
in every age, for the protection and fafety 
ef his peculiar people ? Nothing can be 
conceived more formidable than Pharaoh's 
preparation againft the Ifraelites ; the whole 
flrength of {an extenfive and potent empire 
employed againft an undifciplined company 
pf fugitives, who had long been difpirited 
by oppreffion and flavery : but though the 
bufh was all in a jpiame, yet it was not con* 
fumed : when the enemy faid, " I will pur- 
** fue, I will overtake, I will divide the fpoil, 
** my luft fliall be fatisfied on them, I will 
" draw the fword, my hand fliall deftroy 
" them :" then the fea opened a paflage for 
their efcape, and overwhelmed their ene- 
mies ; " God did blow with his wind, the 
^' fea covered them, they fank as lead in the 
*'* mighty waters.'' — How wonderful were 
the fteps of Jofeph's advancement, to which 
bis father and brethren owed their prefer-^ 

V^tipn 
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iratkm in a dais of fac^r^rer Aiid no 
wimderfal wa* tlii: <icf«ir elf K^rataii'f wic- 
ked attempt to cot c5F tLe ^}:c.2c ^.^£0:1 of 
tlic Jews as czc ctaa. hi e:r!icrr csif:, the 
£uljiig of cme circur::llai]iCe Trsuli bare 
▼ariod the ere&t ; ar^d yet e^h cmmm- 
fiance in both, when vkwed apirt, ibesns 
purely accidental ; nay, ib^nc cf them ap- 
pear at firfl: fight rather advirib than £&- 
voarable* And lefl: any iho::!d ixs^agine, 
that theie^ and other deliverances cf the 
like natore, were really cafual, and there- 
fore no proofs of God^s gradous proteclicm, 
let it be obfenred, that in two of the in- 
fiances I have mentioned^ the events were 
the dire^ and immediate anfwers of prayer. 
Thus the Red Sea was divided when Moles 
and the children of Ifrael ^ cried unto the 
^ LordJ^ And Haman^s plot was detecled 
and broken on that very day which Eilher 
and Mordecai had fet apart for faftiog and 
praycn To which I may add, that Afa ob- 
tained a complete victory over his enemies, 
after he had uttered that fervent fupplica- 
tion, ^ Help us, O Lord our God." And 
the Apoftle Peter was brought out of prifon 

by 
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hf tfifC fttitiiftfy of ail" anjgel, oil diat very 
night wheh prayer wAti offered • up by the 
church'ln hU behilf.' 

Yoii fee, th^ti, tipbll the ^Me^ ttidt the 
truth of the Apofile^af affertion iii* the text iS 
fuppttrted and confirmed by ev^i-ylBiid- of 
c^ldeilce we could wiDi to bbtiiri;-*-^— Let 
lis now ooiifidier, 

n. THE proprietor ihd force df thfe sfrgii- 
liierit, for engaging us to cd/i hah care upon 
God^ This branch of the fubjefl: will need 
iittle illtiftration. For^ 

ift^ If God caret b fornY^ then Wfe' ha-^e one 
16 care for us who is infinitely wife, wild 
a# pdrfe^lly acquainted with all our wants, 
naA can never iiiiftake itl judging what is 
beft fdr us. We liiSy choofe many thing* 
appaf'eiitly good, the pfciffeffibn of which 
wtould provfe hurtful to cfiit* foiils j for, si:» 
S&Idtiion obfcrved lori^ ago, (and daily el- 
pcHeiice confirms the dbfervation), " No 
** rtiin knoweth what is good for ifian iti 
** this life^** Ther^ are mSany latent feeds of 
corruption in our hearts th4t we do ri6t at 
pFeftht fiffpgai and s^rhaps fhail xlivei- difi 

Y bir. II, D d cover. 
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cover, unlefs a proper temptation bring; 
them forth to our view. David, whofe coa- 
fcience was fo tender in the wildernefs, cbat 
it fmote him for cutting oflF the fkijt of 
Saul's garment, continue^ infenfible for a 
long time under the idpft aggravated guilt, 
after he was £xed in the peaceable pofleflion 
of the throne. Hezekiah, whofe devotion 
was fo humble and ardent in the time of 
his iicknefs, waxed proud and vain-gjiori- 
OU8 when reftored to health j inibmuch that 
** he brought wrath upon himfelf, and upon 
** Judah, and upon Jerufalem." Many whoj^ 
in a low eflate^ were humane and kind,;aQd 
did good with the little they pofleffed, .haye 
been fo intoxicated with the full . cup erf 
profperity, that, for a feafbn at leaft^ .they 
have forgotten themfelves, th^ir neighbour, 
nay, their God, and become quite the. re- 
verfe of what they formerly appeared to.be* 
One thing is certain, that if left to our own, 
choice we ihould never feel diftrefs^ or af- 
flidlipn of any kind j and yet the Scriptures 
aflure us, and our own jobfervation may-' 
convince us of the tr^ith of it, that adverfity 
is more friendly to jeligipn tha%jp^<)iperityl 

': \' •' f.'Owr 
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Oui* difeafcd nature ' fec^uifes bitter medl^i 
cines much oftener than cordials; even the 
beft need frequently to be dieted, and 
brought low, to keep their feverifh paflibns 
and appetites within bounds. Now God is 
perfe(5Uy acquainted with all the tendencies 
of our nature, and can therefore judge with 
unerring fkill what things are bed for us, 
and lAoft conducive to our interelt He 
knows what meafure of health, or riches, or 
honours, we Ihall be able to bear, or be 
difpofed to improve ; when, and in whatf • 
jproportion, pain or ficknefs, or poverty, of^ 
reproach, are neceflary to expel fome -fpiri- 
tual diftemper, to exercife and ftrengthed' 
fbme languiihing grace, or to make rooXnt' 
in the heart for his own divine prefence'; 
Again, let our enemies plot againd us in^th^ 
moft fecret manner; let them'fhut theni- 
ielves up in the clofeft retirement ; yet it is 
impofiible for them to hide their coiiiuUa- 
tions froch God, "- who difcovereth deep 
^ things out of darknefs, and bring^th tb 
*V light the fhadow of death/' When Ben- 
hadad had failed in his repeated attemptg 
to cut ojS* the armies of Ilrael by jfurprife, 
' D d 2 kW 
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his heart Wft9 {on6. troubled i^ and fafpc(flid|^ 
treachery in his owa courts he caU^ hit 
ijervants together, and faUl xii%to thcov 
" Will ye not (hew me which of us is: few thcf 
" King of Ifrael?" . To which one of W 
^vants replied, " Npne, my Lord, O King 9 
*^ but Elifha the pcophet that it in ifradl^ 
" telleth the King of Ifrael th^ words that' 
** ; thou fpeakeft ipt thy bed-chamber." Nay,^ 
he can preferve his people from the effe<^t 
of their own folly, ' as well as from the craftf 
$ad malice of their enemies. . •* The, 'hmx^ 
* knoweth how to delivjer the godly out a£ 
"-.temptation:'!-—^' He leadeth the blind in 
"a way that they know not :" — ** he givctb 
^[ underftanding to the fimple;" — ^^ theimeeb 
" will he guide in judgement, the meek wili 
•* he teach hus way," And if infinite Wif- 
dom take the: difpofal of our lot, if he wha 
cannot err j vouchfafe to become both our 
guardian and oar guide, with what unfufr 
pedling ,truft may we commit ourfelvcs intor 
his hands, and cheerfully acquiefce in all the 
determinations of Ins Providence? Efpecially 

when we cofefider, 

2^//k9 That his power is equal to his ivi^ 
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.^A'M. '** Wha,tfopver the Lord pleafeth^ that 
^ doth he« in heaven, in the earth, and m 
^rVthefea, and in all deep places.'V He can* 
leth th^ wrath of man to praife him ; and 
the remainder thereof he is able to yeftrain. 
All the power o£ th6 cre?uures is derived 
from him> and dependent upon hiUa. The 
haughtieft tyrant upon earth h Only the rod 
of his anger, which he employ$ for a fea* 
fon, and then >reaketh in pieces, and 
throws it away. When Pilate faid tQ our 
Lord, ** Kno weft thou not that 1 have pow^^ 
♦* er to crucify thee, and pow;er to reieai^ 
^* thee ?'' he at once detected and ^^eproved 
his ignorance and pride, by anfwering him, 
** Thou couldft have no power at all againft 
>* me, except it were given thee from a* 
" bove." — And ^s. the power pf Qod is fur- 
preme^ fo is it likewife eyerlafting. >* The 
" Lord, the creator pf the ends of the earth, 
^^ fainteth not, neither is weary." His arm 
is never fliortened that it cannot fave ; nei- 
ther age nor exercife can impair its vigour j 
what he did yefterday he can do tonlay, 
and repeat it as often as his people have occa- 
•^onfor it* This was the foundation of , that 

D d 3 e?L- 
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cxpoftulatory addrefs, Ifa. li. 9. " Awake^ 

** awake, put on ftrength, O arm of the 

" Lord ; awake as In the ancient days, in 

** the generations of old. Art not thou it 

" that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the 

•^* dragon?" To which God /replied, " I, 

** even I, - am he that comforteth you : who 

** art thoti then that thou fhouldft be afraid 

** of -a man that Ihall die, and of the fon of 

^* man which fliall be made as grafs ? and 

^* forgetteft the Lord, thy Maker, that hath 

" ftretched forth the heavens, and laid the 

" foundations of the earth \ and haft feared 

** continually every day, becaufe of the 

** fury of the oppreffor^ as if he were ready 

♦* to deftroy ? And where ijs the fury of 

** the oppreflbr ? I am the Lord thy God, 

** that divided the fea, whofe waters roared: 

*^ the Lord of hofts is my name."*-^— ^His 

power reacheth to the heart of man, to 

which no creature can have immediate ac- 

cefs : even the hearts of kings are in his 

hand, and he turneth them as the rivers of 

waten Thus he promifed to Jeremiah, 

** that he would caufe the enemy to intreat 

*^ him well in the day of evil." Who but 

the 
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^the Lord of man's heart could have faid 
unto Moab) and faid it with eflSicacy, *^ Let 
** mine outcafis dwell w^ith thee, Mdab ; be 
^ thou a covert to them from the face of the 
** fpoiler ?" Thus^ when it pleafeth him, 
he can open a fandluary for his people in^ 
the midil of their f6es, and make thefe 
very foes the* prote<5lor8 of his people. In 
ihort, " with God all things are poifible/* 
He is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above s^ll that we can afk or think* This 
good old Jacob gratefully acknowledged, 
when he met with His darling foh Jofeph, 
whofe fuppofed deathj le had long and bit- 
terly lamented : " I [ ad not thought to fee 



^ thy face, and lo! jJ^od hatt fhowed me 
thy children alfo.j When the apollles 



" had the fentence c " death in theinfelves,'' 



God difpelled theii 



fears, and preferycd 



their lives, in fpite if all the rage and cun- 
mng of their perfecutors. And thus, " in 
** the mount of the Lord" it hath' often 
** been feen :" deliverance came when death 
was ezpe(5ted ; or^ according to the prophe- 
tic ftyle of Zechariah, chap. xiv. 7. ** at 
'^ evening time :" wh/en, according to the 
JD d 4 ^^ coujrlJb 
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Gourfe of i^tm*;, nothing was looked for 
but deepening (hades and inpreafing darkv 
nefs, ^^ light;" h^th fuddenly fprung up, and 
the thick clouds h^ye Bed and yanifbed 
away, Her^ (hep \^ a folid ground, pf con- 
fidence and hop? : He tiktt car^tb. jfw <ft> noc 
only ittotjpeib all things, but cau 4o all 
things. He giyeth power ,tQ the faint, and 
to them that have no might he increafetli 
ftrength. " Fear ng^" fairfi h?» •* fpr I V^' 
** with thee : be not difmayed, fox I am thy 
'** God : I wi'il ftrpngthen thee, yea I will heljj 
•* thee, yea I will uphold thee with the right 
** I^and of my righteoufnef^,** Haye we not 
then the mpft powerful encouragement tQ 
cqfi our ca^e^ ouf* whole c^rcy upon God? And 
ilill n^oj^e, when I add, 

yUy^ Thsit he who is fo wi(e V^ heart, 
and mighty in ftrength ; io wonderful in 
counfel, and excellent in . working ; is like- 
wife pofleiTed qf infinite goodnei^ i^ike a« 
a father pitieth his children, fp the Lord 
pitieth then) that fear him, ** Gpd is love,*- 
faid the Apoftle John ; and well might h« 
fay fo, who was one pf the heralds of that 
Joyful proclamation, ^ God was in Chrift 

" reconciling 
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^ reconciling the world unto himfelf^ not 
*^ impming their tr^fpafTes unto tljicm."--* 
Here then i$ a foundation that^ ia able to 
carry all the weight a believer cap hy upoo 
it; for *^ ifGodfpared not his own Son^ 
^ but delivered him up for xlb all, how 
^^ ihall he not with him alfo freely give us 
" all things V What can he with-hold 
fronts thofe upon whom he hath already b&^ 
itowed his own dear l^n^ and enabled, by 
I\is Spirit, thankfully to receive him as the 
^f unfpealcable gift" of God to men. H6w 
firm then are the grounds of the believerV 
hope I With what humble, but triumph- 
ant] confidence, may he cq^ bis care^ Upon 
God^ whole wifdt^m^ knpweth all things, 
whofe power can do all things, and whofe 
unbiounded goodnefs doth conflantly incline 
him to beftow every needful bleifiog upoo 
his people ? 

As I have made it ipy bufinefs, in every 
branch of the fubjed, to keep the perfons 
in your eye to whom the exhortation is ad- 
dreffed, it is almoft unnecefTary to remind 
you, in the conclufion, that the comfort of 
all I haye faidi niuft be confined to thpie * 

whf 
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who are Chriftians indeecL None elfe are 
the obje<%s of that peculiar care which the 
Apodle fpeaks of ; and therefore to them 
only the privilege belongs of cqfting all their 
care upon God. Permit cne now to add, that 
as it is their privilege, fo it is likewise their 
duty ; and they diihonour themfeives, and 
reproach their Father, when they give way 
to anxious difquieting cares 'upon any ac- 
count whatfoever. We may juftly fay to 
fuch, as Jonadab faid to Amnon, ^ Why 
^ art thou, being the king's fon, lean from 
** day to day?" Carryall your grievances 
to him, who is both able and willing to re« 
drefs them. Make ufe of thy birth-right, 
O Chriftian ! and cajl. thy cares upon him who 
careth for . thee. Your very reliance upon 
him, in the way of duty, your leaning upon 
his arm, if I may fo express it, while you 
are ufing the appointed means, infures his 
protedlioh, according to that gracious pro- 
mife, jff[ xxvi. 3. ** Thou wilt keep him in 
** perfcdl peace, whofe mind is flayed upon 
** thee, becauie he trufteth in thee." 

But what (hall thofe do who are of an 

opposite ' charader ?" May not they too cqfi 

i their 
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their care upon God^ as the God of* nature, 
the Father of their fpirits, and the former 
of their bodies, in whom they live and 
move ? Doth not his providence extend to 
all the creatures he hath made ? Doth he 
not clothe the lilies, iand feed the ravens, 
and hear the lions . when they cry to him 
for food ? All this is true ; and, in one fenfe, 
all men without exception are the objedU/ 
of his care. But this can yield no comfort 
to impenitent unbelieving finners: for the 
fame God who fuftains them in life, and 
gives them what they poffefs, and mod un- 
gratefully abufe, hath exprefsly declared, 
" that though hand join in hand, the wicked 
•* {hall not pafs unpunifhed." I appeal to 
yourfelves, is it reafonable to expedt, that 
God ihould take the burden of your cares, 
while you deny him your heatts, and even 
fight againft him with the fruits of his 
bounty ? If you think coolly upon the mat- 
ter, I am alinoft perfuaded you will blufli to 
afk it. 

How then are you to difpofe of your 
cares ? — What fliall I fky ? I might tell you,i 
that your anxiety will do you no good; and 

, therefore 
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therefore it were t)e(l to Uy it afide^ and 
take things as thipy happeo, without mar- 
muring. 9at tfniB were only to atnuie 
. ypu } for the b|U*den would ftill prefs yo^ 
«rith its W6ight|,an4 ^1 my reafoqing would 
^miQunt to nothing more than a cold un* 
availing advice to ftruggle wit^ it as yon 
can* But if your c^res ht wtry painfu^ 
l^ough I caniv)^ . encourage you to go di- 
re^ly ^o Gpd with them in your preient 
^fe^ yet I iUall fugged a hint which by the 
%4ffli|ig of God fn^y be of uie to you. Ijc 
hath often been obferved^ that one great 
c^^ will fwaUow up many others of fmaller 
importaQce,^ and even baniCbt them from 
the mind altogether. Thus in a florm at 
ie^t the moil covetous worldlings have been 
if;n^wn to tlirow their mod precious goods 
overboard with their own hands^ when no 
Other meaas could be found to keep the {Hip- 
above watei;. This points out a remedy; 
and it is the. only remedy that occurs to 
xne. Were you awakened to a proper con-f 
cern about the life of your ibuls^ this would 
have a powerful influence to cure your 
*nsiery about lejQTer things. Were you 

brought 
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brought to cry out with the jailor, ^* What 
** ihall I do to be faved?" you would find 
neithtef Jdfure lior iilcliiiation to sdk thtft 
difquieting anxious queftions, ** What fhall 
•* I eat? and what fhall I drink ? and where- 
«* withal ihall I Ibe clothed ?^ All thefe would 
be fwalJowed up in your concern for ** the . 
" brie thing needful." And give me leave to 
add, that when this becomes your care, I 
fhall then be at full liberty to invite you to 
€dft itupon Gdd} nay, i ihall be able to aiBift 
you, thaiti he will not only accept the charg€^ 
but like wife give you what you care itlt^ 
even a complete and everiailing falvation^ 
O then •* feek the Ldrd while he h to be > 
^ found ; can upon hitti i^hile he is near/' 

MjiLY God determine and enable you to , 
fa:kc this cpuffe, aijd make your worldly 
cares the; means of leading your hearts be^ 
yond and above this world, to feek reft stti^ 
kappinefs in hitnfelf alone. Amen. 
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a Corinthians zii. g. . 

-flJr /aid unto me^ My grace is /ufficicnt fir 

thee^ 



IN the foregoiilg verfcs of this chapter^ 
the ApofUe relates an extraordinary re- 
velation he had been favoured with, above 
fourteen years before the date of this epiftle. 
He informs us, that " he was caught up into 
** paradife/' er " the third heaven, (whether 
" in the body, or out of the body, he -could 
** not tell), where he heard unfpeakable 
** words, which it _is not lawful," or pofli- 
ble, •* for a man to utter/' This probably 
happened foon after his converfion ; and was 
gracioufly intended, either to remove thofe 
doubts and fears Which the remembrance 
of his former condu<5l might naturally oc- 
cafion, or rather to fortify his mind againfl: 
she trials and fiifierings he was afterwards 
• " ; . . ^ . to 
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to meet with in the <:ourfe of his miniftry. 
— One fhould imagine^ that fuch a glorious 
^ iQanifeftation c^uld not be liable to any 
. abufe. When - Satan . would have tempted 
p\ir Lord to worfhip him, it was by giving^ 
him a fight and offer of all the kingdoms 
of this world i and we readily admit, that 
fuch a temptation might prove very fatal to 
us. Earthly objects have indeed too power- 
ful a tendency to inflame, oui; fenfual appe- 
tites, and to alie^atie our hearts from God ; 
but fwrely no danger can be appreh^ndeii 
from a view of heaven. The glories of the 
upper world, a difplay of thofe things above, 
upon which God himfelf hath commanded 
us to fet our affedlion, cannot biefupppfed 
to have any bad effedl, 

And no doubt this will be the cafe, when 
we fhall be perfedlly freed from all r^niain- 
der^ of corruption. But we learn, from 
what follows, that in our prefent ftate of 
weaknefs and depravity, even a view of hea-? 
ven might prove a fnare to our fouls. Holy 
Paul, as we read verfe 7. was in danger of 
being /* exalted above meafure through the 
" abundance of the . revelations j*' for wliicfe. 
V f caufi^ 
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canle ^- there was giTca to Inin i dkitii iA 
^ the flcfli, the meflb^er of Satafi to baSEet 
^. llinLT iMriiat this piuticiihr cxerafe was, 
it noc^datzsial for os to kmnr. The words 
fhkHf lAport, that it was both violent and 
paiAlbl ; and the efieds it prodoced as eH* 
doMj ihoWy diat it wai appcHiited in mercy^ 
and wifely cakrolated for his fpiiitnal ad- 
Taniage. This eminent fidnt, who bet :t 
fittk before was cangfat op inia fwadifr^ 
now hnmbles faimielf m low sis the duSL 
He fidls^down opon his knees, and camefUy^ 
impkires deliTerance from this triaL Once 
Qttd again he repeats his fiip[rficatidn, bat 
gets no anfwer. Tins coold not £ul «o 
heightai his diftrefs. A meflenger of Sataii 
is fent to bu&t him ; and God, by his fi* 
knoe, feems deaf to his imreaties. Bm flill 
this is niade fo work for his good : He bo- 
ooines more and more fenfible of his own 
weakttE^ ; he draws nearer to a throne of 
grace, and renews his fbit^with increafii^ 
fcnrdiir and impcntnnity. ^ For diis thing/* 
iBfs hi!, rerfe 8. "^ X bdboght th« Lotd 
^ thrte^, diat it might depart £rom me^**^-^ 
Ait le^th the anfwer comes in the words of 

my 
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my text : And be /aid utrio nu^ My grace is 

fufficientfor tbee. 

You will obftrve, thati after all his in- 
treaties, the Lord did not grant him the 
precife thing he had afked; but he gave 
him what was better^ and more fuited to his 
condition. Paul needed an antidote againft 
fpiritual pride ; and as. tl^e thorn in the flefh 
was neceflary for that end, it would have 
been no adt of kindnefs to have taken it 
away : and therefore our Lord, who knew 
his fervant better than he knew himfelf, 
prolongs the trial, but at the fame time 
aflfures him of grace to fupport him under 
it. — ^This meflenger of Satan muft not be 
fent away, left thou fliouldft forget thy de- 
pendence upon me : but 1 will ftand by ^thee, 
and ftrengthen thee to bear his afTaults and 
buffetings ; that, feeling thine own weak- 
hefs, and the power of my grace^ thy foul 
may be kept at an equal diftance ivom, pre^ 

fumptian on the one han^, and from dijiruft 

on the other ; both which extremes are ut« 

terly inconfiftent with the duties of my fer* 

vice, and the happinefs of my people, 

Yqu 1L £ e According 
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According to this view of the words, I 
propoie, in dependence upon di^rine aid, 

L To guard yon againft pride and felf- 
confidence, by giving you a true reprcfen- 
tation of that weak and impotent date into 
which we are £dlen by our apoflafy from 
God; and, 

IL For your encouragement, I Ihail lead 
your thoughts to that aU-fufficicnt grace 
which is treafufed up in Chrift, whereby 
the weakeft of his people are enabled to 
endure the bufietings of Satan, and ihall 
finally prevail agwift all thdr ipiritual e- 
nemies. 

I. That I may guard you againit pride 
and ielf-confidence, I fhall lay before you 
a plain and icriptural account of that weak 
and impotent (late into which we are fallen 
by our apoftafy from God. 

Jt were eafy to quote a variety of paflages 
which exprefsly ailert the corruption of 
human nature, and man's utter inability to 
^o any thing that can be eflfedhial for his 
own recovery: ^ut I need only appeal to 
every man who reads the facred orades 

with 
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with fcrioufnefs and impartiality, wkethen 
this doth not appear to be a fcripture doc- 
trine from the very face of the revelation, ^ 
and the uniform ftrain of tlje v^orcj of 
God. * 

Doth nojt the method of falyatibn by Je^ 
fu8 Chrift, neceflarily fuppofe the whole hu- 
man race to be in a (late of guilt, pollution, 
and weaknefs ? Do not the. promiies of 
taking away th^ he^rt of ftonp, and giving 
a heart of flefh, plainly iniply, that thefe 
works are peculiar to God, and that man is 
unable jto do fuch great things for himfelf ?, 
Would God command us to pray to him 
for thefe ineftimable bleflings, if we wer^, 
able to procure them by our own wifdotn 
and flrength ? nay, would it not be a mock- 
ing of God, to ipply to him for that whigh 
we are already pofleffed of, or may acquire 
when we choofe^ without his iuterpofitipn 
or aid ? Befides, are we not told, that " every •. 
^« good and perfedt gift is from above^ aiid 
*^ Cometh down from the Father cff lights ?'* 
Is not our fandlification every wJbjBr? attri- 
buted to the Spirit of God ? end are not the 
faints d^pminated ^^ God's wiQrkinanihip, 
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*' created in Chrift Jefus unto good works, 
"/^hich God hath befare ordained, that 

*' they fliouW walk in dtiem ?*' Are not 

*' love, joy, peace, long-fufFering, gentlcnefs, 
" goodnefs, faith, meeknefs, temperance," 
cxprefsly faid to be " the fruits of the Spi^ 
** -fit ?" nay, are we hot told, that it is 
** God who worketh in us to w///, and to 
*^ do of his good pkaftire ?"—— Surely, my 
brethren, if ^we judge of the Scriptures by 
the fame rules that we judge of any other 
book; nay, unlefe we fuppofe that they 
were artfully contrlyed to mislead us ; wc 
muft be fenfible, that the abfolute neceflky 
of fupemajtural grace, is not only clearly af^ 
fcrted in Scripture, but that this do<5b!*ine is 
fo intimately conne<Sled with all the other 
parts of divine revelat'on, that the whole 
muft (land or fall with it, 

T^iis is further confirmed by the con^ 
curring teftimony of all the faints of whofe 
experiences, in the fpiritual life, we have 
any accounts recorded in^Scppture,- They 
all join 1*1 -thp n^ft huteiliating aefcnawf 
ledgements ctf their guilt, pollution, and 
weakneft ; '4ifclai«ttng tHe pr^^e of any 
' good 
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good thing that was in them, and afcribing 
the undivided glory of all that {hey poflct', 
fed, or hoped to enjoy, to the free umne* 
rited grace of God. How pathetically did 
David bewail the corruption of his nature, 
{Pfal. Yu 5.) ! " Behold, I was Ihapeii in ini- 
•' quity, and in fin did my mother conceive 
" me," And what a deep fenfe did he ex- 
prefs of his inability to cleanfe or purify 
himfelf, whea he addrefled God in fuch 
terms as thcfe, verfe 10. ! " Create in me a 
" clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
•^ fpirit within me." But left any fhould be 
fo injurious as to fufpedt that David might 
have fpoken after this manner, to apologife 
for his crimiaal conduct in the matter of 
Uriah, which gave occafion to that Pfalm ; 
let us hear what the Apoftle Paul faith of 
himfelf, whofe character is not liable to any 
fuch objedion, Rom^ vii. 18. et. feq. " I 
" know, that in me (that is, in my flefh) . 
" dwelleth no good thing : for to will is 
^^ prefent with me ; but how to perform that 
" which is good, I find not. — I find then a 
** law, that when I would do good, evil is 
" prefent with me. For I delight in the 
E e 3 " law 
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•" law of God, after the inwarcl man. But 
^* I fee ariotlier law in my members, war- 
*' ring againft the law of my mind, and 
*' bringing me into captivity to the law of 
^' fin, which is in my members;'' Upon 
which he cries out, '* O wretched man that 
" 1 am, who fhall deliver me from the body 

** of ^his death !"- Here then is one, who 

was not behind the, very chief Apoftles ; 
who, before his converfibn, lived, a Phari- 
fee, and afterwards could fay at the bar of 
the Jewifli Sanhedrim,^ ** I have lived in all 
^ good confcience before God unto thid 
^ day :'' who, eoiifcious of the grace he had 
received, expreffed himrfelf thus in the pre- 
fence of Agrippa, " I would to God, that 
" not only thou,. but alfo all that hear me 
** this day, were both almoft and altogether 
" fucli as I am, except thefe bonds." Yer 
this chofen veflel ingenuoufly confefleth his 
natural depravity, mourns over the remain- 
ders of a body of fin, and afcribes thofe 
eminent gifts and graces with which his 
foul was fo remarkably enriched, to God, 
and to him alone, faying, (i Cor. xv. io.]f 
** By the grace of God I am what I am ; 

" ajid 
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and his grace which was beftowed upon; 
me, was not in vain j but I laboured more 
abundantly than they all : yet jiot I, but 
the grace of God which was with me." 
Now what fliould have induced Paul to 
fpeak after thifii manner^ if it had not beea 
true? Surely- this was not the way to make 
a figure in the world. Had that been hifl{ 
aim, it would have anfwered his purpofe 
far better, to have reprefented his high atr 
tainments as the fruit of his own labour, 
and diligence, rather than a mere dms to 
which he had no previous title. Surely; no- 
thing but a regard to truth could have drawa 
from him fuch humble repeated acknow- 
ledgements ; and therefore his teftitoony is 
altogether beyond exception. And when 
I add, that he wrote under the immediate 
diredlion and influence of the Spirit of God, 
we are furnilhed with the moft convincing 
evidence of the abfolute neceflity of divine 
grace, for beginning and carrying forward 
a work of fandlification in the foul of an 
apoftate creature. ^ 

They whofe religion lies wholly in fpe-r 
culation, who have acquired si refined fy^ 
E e 4 flem 
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ftem of opinions, but never tried in good 
earned to redtice them to pra<flice^ may dif-* 
pute againft this dodrine, and flatter them- 
ielves into « a vain conceit of the vigour and 
ftiiffic4eiK7 of die natural powers they pof- 
iefs. But all who ar« exercifed to godlinefsy 
vrho have put their ftrength to the trial, 
(and they only are competent judges in a 
queftiofi of this nature,) know the truth of 
what I have been proving, and will be 
Iteftdy to atteft it from their own experience. 
Keverthetefs, as jxide is the laft'part of the 
old man that dies, it will be profitable even 
for fuch perfons to ^ be put in remembrance 
^ of tiiefe things, though they know themi 
^ and be eftablifhed in the prefent truth/' 
Have you experienced the power of divine 
grace ? have you tafted and feen that the 
Lord is good ? then furely it is meet that 
your fouls Ihould blefs him. But, O be 
humble ! and give check to any felf-exalting 
thoughts. Confider both where and what 
you are. You are ftill , upon earth, part of 
the wildernefs lieth before you, and you 
muft paf^ through the valley and fhadow of 
death, before you can enter into the^pro- 

mifed 
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ttAfed land. Many feeds of corruption ftill 
lodge in your nature j many enemies befet 
you both within and without; the fiery 
darts of the wicked one fly thick on every 
fide ; and nothing lefs than Omnipotence 
can prote<El aiid fuflain you, and carry you 
forward in lafety to the end of your journey. 
If you truft in any meafure to yourfelves, if 
you depend upon the grace you have al- 
ready received, as if that would be fufficient 
for the time to cpme, you ftiall fooa get a 
proof of your ignorance and folly. You 
need daily grace, as much as daily bread ; 
for, feparated from Chrift, you can do no- 
thing. Beware, O Chriflians ! of underta- 
king iany thing in your own ftrength j for 
that which is begun in felf-confidence, will 
mod affuredly end in fliame and difappoint- 
ment. ,Go forth in the name of the Lord 
o£ Hofts, faying, with good King Jehoiha^ 
phat, 2 Cbron. xx. 21. " O Lord, we know 
** not what to do, but our eyes are towards 

^ thee." -And for your encouragement^ 

I fliall now, 

H. In the Jii^uJ place, Lead your 

thoughts 
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thoughts to that all-fufficient grace which 
is treafured up in Chrift; whereby the 
weakeft of his people are enabled to endurei 
the buffetings ' of Satan, and ftiall finally 
be made to 'triumph over* all their fpiritual 
enemies. 

This is- a moft comfortable dd<2rinej and 
cannot fail to beget joy and confidence 
in every believing foul. How completely 
wretched would the difcovcry of our weak- 
nefs make us, had we no kniowledge where 
help is to be found, or no hope that help 
would be granted to us ! But blefled be God^ 
neither of thefe is the cafe. For, 

i^. An overflowing fmintain of grace is 
fet open to our view. " The Word wa« made . 
" flelh," faith the Apoftle John, « and 
*' dwelt amoi% us, (and we beheld his glory, 
** the glory as of the only begotten of the 
" Father)^ full of grace and truth." — —^ It 
" hath pleafed the Father," faith the Apoftle 
Paul, *^ that in him fhould all fulnefs dwell." 
Nay, " In him dwelleth all the fulnefs of 
*' the Godhead bodily," Colof ii. g. Her6 
then is not only fulnefs, but all fulnefs ; nay, 
the 1?vhole fulnefs of the Godhead dwelling 
''■^'k^ • •> in 
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til Chrift Jefus : and what words can im-» 
port at fufficicncy of gratee, if thefe do not ?" 
But may we hope that this grace £hall be 
imparted to las ? Yes, we ma^. For, ini 
the 

id pkfie, The Scriptures affvire us, that all 
this grace is treafured up in Chrift foir tiie 
behoof of his people. I need not mentiori 
particular pafiages of Scripture for the proof 
of this, feei|ig it evidently appears from' 
the whole .ftraiifi of divine revelation, where 
Chrift is uniformly reprefehted as a public 
perfon, fuftaining the character of Mediator' 
or Surety, living and dying', not for him-t 
felf, but for the fake of thofe whom thcr 
Father had given him. Hence he is called 
the bead^ and believers are ftyled the mem-^ 
bers of his body. He is compared to the' 
vine; and, in a fuitablenefs to this figura-- 
tive reprefentation, believers are denomina- 
ted branches vf\x\c\i grow out of this vine,' 
and derive all their fap and nourifhment 
from it. That remarkable prophecy of 
Jfaiaby chap. Ixi. i. — 3. which our Lord ap- 
plied to himfelf in the fynagogue at Nazareth, 
i% 2L clear and ftrong confirmation of thi»^ 

truth: 
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truth : " The Spirit of the Lord God is up* 
•* on me, becaufe the Lord hath anointed 
^ me to preach good tidings unto the meek ; 
** he hath fent me to bind up the broken- 
^ hearted, to proclatm liberty to the cap- 
•*; tives, aad the opening of the prifon to 
•* them that are bound ; — to appoint unto 
•• tjbem that mourn in Zion, to give unto 
^ them beauty for aflbes, the oil of joy for 
•* mourning, the garment of praife for the 
•* fpirit of heavinefs ; that they might be 
•^ called trees of righteoufnefs, the planting 
" q£ Uie Lord, that he might be glorified*" 
Her0 is ^ plain declaration, that Chrift wa9 
acLpii)(^9 and filled with the Spirit, for thw 
Tery ead, that he might difpenfe to his 
people thofe fupplies of gra<;e which th^ir 
'iwrious cafes and ijeceffities might require- 
-i-^We iare further affured, 

34^, 'That Chrift, upon all occafibns, iiSr 
H^illing and reaidy to impart his grace unto 
thegoi according to their need. Ignorance 
of this keeps many Chriftians in a lang^iih- 
iag dejeiSled ftate. Though they kiww, 
that ithe fuliiefs of the Godhead dwelfeth ip. 
Ghrin:, and tha,t all grace is treafured \ip iu 

him 
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hirii for the benefit of his people, they are 
neverthelefs haunted with fears and jealou- 
fies about his willingnefs to communicate 
this treafure to them. Thefe partly artfe 
from the fenfe of their own iinworthinefs, 
and partly from the mifreprefentations o( 
Satan, the great adverfary, who dotli every 
thing in his power to cherifh and ftrerigtheu 
thofe evil furmifings which keep finners at 
a diftance from the fountain of mercyi and 
drive them away from . that Almighty Savi- 
our, upon whom their help is laid. But, 
blefled be God ! the Scriptures furnifli lis 
with arguments more than fiifficient to re- 
fute all the fuggeftion^ of Satan upon this^ 
head. The good will of our^ Lord fhines 
with fuch glory in every page of this facred 
book, that there can remain no rational 
ground to doubt of it : " In the laft day, 
" that great day of the feaft, Jefiis flood, 
" and cried, faying, If any man third, let 
*• him come unto me, and drink. He that 
" believeth on me, out of his belly ihall flow 
*^ rivers of living water. This," adds the 
Evangelift, « fpake he of the Spirit, widch 
^^ they that believe on him febuld receivie,^ 

• John 
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yobtt viL 37* 38. 39. He is reprefented in 
the book of the Revelation, as (landing at 
the door, and knocking, with thefe gracious 
words in his mouth, ^ If any man will hear 
^ my. voice, and open the door^ I will come 
^ in to him, and fup with him, and he with 
•* me*'* How fweet is his name, y^fus^ a 
Saviour ! how endearing the relations he 
flands in to his people, as their Shepherd, 
and Friend, their Hufband, their Brother ? 
Was he not tempted, that he might fiiccour 
thoie who are tempted ? And can we have 
any rea£>n to queftion his love to us, who 
became flefh of our flefh, and bore our 
griefs, for this very end, that he might be 
gracious \ Nay, we may appeal to fa(5ls for 
the proof of thb doclrine. Ail the ran- 
ibmed around the throne, who overcame by 
the blood and Spirit of the Lamb, give teiti- 
mony to this great and important truth: 
and I trufl there are many thoufands upon 
earth, who, with humble gratitude and joy, 
can atteft the fame ; and fay with the ApofUe 
John, *• Of his f ulnefslhave all we received, 
** a^ grace fqr grace/* More might be 
£d4 upofi this head; but you have heard 

enough^ 
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enough, to fhow, that believers in Ghrift 
have .all poflible encourageriient to come 
boldly to a throne of grace, in the allured 
hope that they fhall obtain mercy, and find, 
grace to help them in every time of need. 
— And therefore I {hall only add, 

4/i&/jf, That this grace of Chrift, when 
once obtained, fliall infallibly prove vidlo- 
rious, and finally prevail againft all oppofi- 
tion. He who is the author, is li|^ewife the 
finifher of his people's faith ; for *? his gifts 
^* and calling are without repentance." — ? 
^* He will not break the bruifed reed, nor 
^* quench the fmoking flax, till he bring 
^' forth judgement unto vidlory." ; Grace^ 
though a fmall rivulet in appearance, is fed 
with an everlafting fpring. Where the 
Lord Jefus begins a good work, „ he will 
carry it on to perfcdion, and never Ipave the 
pbjedls of his love till he hath made them, 
like himfelf, all glorious both within and 
without, and prefented. them to his Father 
without (pot and blemifh* 

Thus have I laid before you two imp^rt-^ 
ant points of Qiriftian dodlrine.; jKfi% Qup 

weakncis 
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weaknefs in ourfelves j — and, yJr^fr^i^, That 
» fufficiency of grace which is to be found iu 
Chrift Jefus. The Spirit was not given by 
meafure unto him; — and this precious oil 
was poured upon his head, that from thence 
it might flow down to the remotcft fldrts of 
his garments, and 'be communicated to all the 
members of his body. Nay, he is, upon all 
occafions, moft willing and ready to dif- 
penfe to his people this ineitimable blefling : 
None who come to him under a fenfe of 
need fhall be fent empty away. And the 
firft fruits of his grace are a certain pledge 
and earneft of future glory ; for " whatfo* 
**' ever is bom of God, overcometh the 
** world." It is not fo much the Chriftiaa 
that lives, as Chrift that liveth in hiiyi j and 
becaufe he lives, all who believe in him fhall 
five alfb. " They are kept,'* not by their 
own (Irengtli, but ** by the power of God, 
^ through faith unto falvation.'* 

How completely amiable doth the Lord 
Jefus ^appear when viewed in this . light ! 
How fafe and happy are they who are vi- 
tally, united to him ! " The young lions 
« do lack and fufer hunger j. but they thai; 

'' fear 
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^* fear the Lord Ihall not want any good 
" thing.'* — ** O fing unto the Lord a new 
" foBg, and his praife in the congregation 
** of his faints : Let Ifrael rejoice in him 
" that made and redeemed him ; let the 
** children of Zion be joyful in their King/* 
— Thefe refledlions are juftand natural: but 
as I mud not flay to enlarge upon all the u(es 
that might be made of this fubje<5l, I fhall 
at priefcnt confine myfelf to what appears 
mofk important and feafbnable ; namely, a 
few advices to Chriftians in general, and 
ir.ore efpecially to thofe who have newly 
entered upon a religious courfe. — And, 

\Ji^ I would forewarn you of the oppofi- 
tion you are likely to meet with in your 
way heavenward. You have begun a war- 
fare ; and " every battle of the warrior is 
" with confufed noife, and garments rolled 
" in blood." Corruption will, no doubt, 
aflail you from within ; but I am to warn 
you of danger from another quarter. We 
read, that when Jefus was born, ** Herod 

the King was troubled, and all Jerufalem 
"^with him." In like manner, when Ch| 
is formed in any heart, all .hell i« in a^p- 

VoL* 11; F f #roar, 
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roar, and the malignant brood of the old 
ferpent upon earth will not fail to fpit 4*ut 
their venom againft that perfon as lavilhly 
as they can. The wicked among whom 
you live will mock and ridicule you ; and 
it is probable that your former companions 
in fin will taunt you with paft and pardon* 
ed faults, (for pardoned they are if you have 
come to Chriftj, and will exert their utmofl: 
ftrength and cunning to mar your confi- 
dence, if they cannot carry you back into 
the fame excefs of riot with themfelves: nay^ 
with hellifh fpite, they may even forge lies 
to blacken your charadler, that they may 
not feem to have fuffered any lofs by your 
revolt from their party. All this you have 
reafon to expedl ; and I fpeak of it before- 
hand, that when it happens, you may not 
be furpriled or difcouraged, as though fbme 
ftrange and unufual thing had befallen you. 
It is, and always hath been, the lot of God's 
children ; and when you fuffer in this man- 
ner, you have the honour to fuffer in the 
bed of caufes, and with the beft of com« 
-'PUny. '' Marvel not, my brethren, if the 
*^^rkl hate you j" it hated your Lord be^ 

fore 
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fore it hated you, and the ferrant is not 
grtrater than his matter. If ye were of the 
world, the world would love its own ; but 
becaufe ye are not of the worlds and be- 
qaufe Chrift hath , called you out of th6 
world, upon thefe accounts the world ha- 
teth you. " Rejoice, therefore, and be ex- 
*' ceeding glad ; for great is your reward 
♦' in heaven." 

2^/k, Maintain a conftant fenfe of your 
own weaknefs. Remember that caution of 
the Apoftle, " Be not high minded, but 
•* fear.** You can only work to purpofc 
when you work upon a prefent ftrength : 
the grace you receive to-day will need a frefh 
fupply of grace to revive and a<5luate it to- 
morrow; for Chrift always difpenfeth his 
peculiar gifts in fuch a way as to remind 
his people of their conftant dependence upon 
him, and to render them diligent in the ufe 
of all the means, he hath appointed for pro- 
moting the divine life in their fouls. — At the 
fame time, 

^dly^ Think honourably of your Lord, ia 
whofc fervice you are engaged. Believe JllfT^ ^ 
l?vhatcver b^an may luggeft to the fqn- 



F f 2 J^^Yp 



I 



444 SERMON XVIt 

trary, that his heart is -kind, and his hand 
liberal. It is of the higheft importance to 

. have jufi conceptions of Chrift, and to 
know what mercy and ftrength are laid up 
for us in him. Look not fo much to your 
enemies, as to the Captain of your falva- 
tion : fet his promifcs againft their threat- 
ening,' his omnipotent grace againft their 
impotent malice. Be ye therefore bold and 
very courageous ; vidlory is infured to you ; 
it is already fown in that new nature you 
have got ; and ere long the Prince of Peace, 
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, fh^U bruife 
Satan underneath your feet, and put that 
triumphant fong into your mouths, " Now 
" is come falvation, and ftrength, and the 
" kingdom of our God, and the power of 
" his Chrift ; for the accufer of our bre- 
" thren is caft down, which accufed thenx 
" before our God day and night/' 

d^tblyy Remember, that all this fufficient 
grace is only to be obtained by prayer and 
fupplication : " For this," faith God, " will 
" I be inquired of by the houfe of Ifrael to 

**^do it for them." Paul, you fee, befbught 

theXord thrice before he received the an- 

^ fwcr 
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IWer in my text. Prayer keeps the com- 
munication open between the head and the 
members ; it is the meflenger that goes from 
earth to heaven, and returns with all ne- 
ceflary bleffings from thence. Beware, then^ 
of neglecEling this neceflary duty. Pray in 
faith, — pray in the name of Chrift, — pray 
without ceafing,;— and beg of Chrift to teach 
you to pray aright, that you may afk and 
receive, and then your joy fhall be full. 

Now, brethren, I commend you to God, 
** and to the word of his grace, which is 
** able to build you up, and to give you an 
" inheritance among all them which are 
*' faniftified." And to him who is able to 
keep us from falling, whofe^r^a:^^ is fufficient 
for all his people, at all times, and in all 
circumftances, to the only wife God, and 
our Saviour, be glory and honour, dominion 
and power, for ever and even Amen. 
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